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FORM
OF A

BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY.

I give unto the Treasurer, for the Time being, of
" THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY;' instituted

in London, in the Year 1799, the Sum of

Pounds Sterling; to be paid out of such pairt only of my
Personal Estate as shall not consist of Chattels Real, /or the

Purposes of the said Society ; and for which the Receipt of

su^h Treasurer shall he a sufficient Discharge.

*^* Devises of land, or of money charged on land, or

secured on mortgage of lands or tenements, or to be laid ou*

in lands or tenements, are void ; but money or stock may be

given by Will, if not directed to be laid out in land.

LIBRARY.

The Committee of the Religious Tract Society take

this opportunity to intimate that Donations of Books, for

the purpose of forming a Library, will be very acceptable.

Any works of general utility are desirable, particularly

those upon Theological subjects. The Committee trust,

that such Benefactions will materially assist the objects of

the Institution.



At the Twenty-Fifth Annual General Meeting

of the Religious Tract Society,

MAY 14th, 1824;

JOSEPH REYNER, Esq. in the Chair:

On a Motion by the Rev. Dr. Morrismi, seconded by the Rev.

Mark Wilks, of Paris, it was

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

That the Report, an abstract of which has been read, be

circulated under the direction of the Committee; and that this

Meeting receives icith much pleasure, the account of the increasing

operations of the Society, especially in the East, being confident^

that, by the Divine Blessing, important results will ensue.

On a Motion, by the Rev. Spedding Curwen, seconded by

Thomas Ring, Esq. it was

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to the

Clergymen and Ministers who have so kindly advocated the cause of

the Society during the past year, whereby the Committee have been

enabled to extend their labours in Foreign Countries ; and that

the Committee be recommended to prosecute earnestly this branch

of their operations, during the ensuing year.

On a Motion by the Rev. Legh Richmond, M. A. seconded by

the Rev. P. Treschow, it was

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Auxilia-

ries and Associations which have aided the Funds of the InstitU'

tion during the past year; and that this Meeting rejoices to
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observe among them, increased attention to the icants of their

respective districts ; being assured, that the more we attend to

the wants of our own Countrymen, the more we shall be induced

to exert ourselves for others.

On a 3Iotion by the Honourable Baptist Noel, seconded by

the Rev. John Dyer, Secretary to the Baptist Missionary Society,

it was

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

T7iat this Meeting rejoices to hear of the many instances

of usefulness, which, under the Divine Blessing, have resulted

from the gratuitous circulation of Religious Tracts.

On a Motion by the Rev. Timothy East, seconded by the

Rev. Thomas James, it was

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

That this Meeting would implore the Divine direction

upon the future labors of the Society, and would call upon the

Committee to exert themselves to the utmost, in forwarding the

important work, feeling assured, that He who has so signally

bestowed his blessing on the past operations of the Society, will

not withhold it, while His honour and glory, and the diffusion

of the Truth of tlie Gospel, are the objects they endeavour to

pursue.

On a Motion by the Rev. Henry Townley, seconded by the

Rev. Charles Dawes, B. A. it was

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

That the thanks of the Meeting be presented to Joseph

Reyner, Esq. for his conduct this day; and that he be assured

of the cordial esteem and affection of the members and friends

of the Insiitutioii.



THE PLAN

I. That this Society be denominated The Religious
Tract Society.

II. That a donation of Ten Guineas constitute a Member for
Life.

III. That every Annual Subscriber, paying Half-a-Guinea, or
more, be considered as a Member,

IV. That the Subscription solicited be employed as a mean of
enabling the Society to distribute and sell the Tracts at a cheap
rate.

V. That Subscribers be allowed to purchase at reduced
prices.

VI. That a Committee be annually appointed in London, lo con-
duct the business of the Society, consisting of Four Ministers and
Eight Laymen; eight of which number, who have most frequently
attended, shall be eligible for re-election for the ensuing year.

VII. That a Corresponding Committee be appoiniccl in diffe-

rent parts of the United Kingdom, with a view to promote the object

of the Society, by encouraging the distribution of Religious Tracts
by individuals, or by local Societies formed for that purpose, and
to obtain Subscriptions or Collections in aid of its Funds.

VIII. That the Treasurer and Secretaries be considered as

Members of the Committee.

IX. That the Committee be authorised to grant to Clergy-

men, or other Ministers who may make Collections for the Society,

a return of Tracts, if required, to the amount of one-half of such
Collections; and, that when their remittances, at one or more pe-

riods, shall amount to Twenty Guineas or upwards, the Clergyman
or Minister be considered a Member for Life, and be presented

with a set of the Society's Publications.

X. That the Cop.aulltee be authorized to nominate Honorary
Members of this Society, from among such persons in Foreign

parts, as may be active in the promotion of objects similar to those

of this Society.

XL That an Annual Meeting of the Society be held in the

month of May, when a Treasurer, Committee, and Secretaries,

shall be chosen.

XII. Thai the Tracts be paid for on delivery.
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ADDRESS OF THE COMMITTEE

The Committee of "The Religious Tract Society " ohscrvo, with tlie

most lively satisfaction and gratitude, that the Principles upon which this

Institution is founded, and the manner in which they have been exemplified

have commended themselves to the affectionate attention, and zealous co-ope-

ration of their Christian Brethren, of various denominations ; and, that Aux-
iliary Societies have been formed, and are now forming, in different parts of

the United Kingdom, for the purpose of assisting the Funds, and circulating

the Tracts, of the Parent Institution :—They are, hence, strongly induced to

comply with the suggestions which have been received from several highly-

respected Friends; and, in consonance therewith, to publish this Official

Statement and Declaration, of what they consider to be the Fundamental
Principles on wiiich tlie Religions Tract Society has been established, and of

the measures which have uniformly been pursued, to insure a consistent and
unvarying exemplification of those principles, in the different operations of

this iniportant Institution.

In the Plan of the Institution, it is denominated, "The Religious Tract
Society ;" and in the Publication which stands at the head and front of its

volumes, the nature and qualities of the Tracts to be circulated, are thus

described :
—" They should consist of Pure Truth. This, flowing from the

" sacred fountain of the New Testament, should run from beginning to end
;

" uncoiitaminated with error, undisturbed with human systems ; clear as
" chrystal, like the River of Life. There should be nothing in them of the
" shibbiileth of a Sect; nothing to recommend one denomination, or to throw
" odium on another ; nothing of the acrimony of contending parties, against
" those that differ from them ; but that unity of principle, whereby all who
" are looking for the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal life, can
" unite \*ith pleasure, as in one great common cause. Nor should any
" worldly scheme be interwoven with the truth, nor attempted to be con-
" cealed under its folds. Here siiould not be seen the slightest vestige of
" any carnal end, in any form, or for any purpose, however laudable some
" may think it; nothing but Divine Trutii, unmingled, unadulterated, pure
" as it came frotn Heaven, and lit for the whole human race to imbibe."

The Committee cannot give a more concise and correct designation of the

Religions Tracts which the Society adopt and distribute, than the foregoing

paragraph furnishes. But, by way of explanation, they will add, that, by
Pure Truth, when not expressed in the words of Scripture, they refer to those

evangelical Principles of tlie Reformation, in which Lutlier, Calvin, and
Cranmer were agreed ; and to that system of Doctrine ami of Scriptural In-

terpretation, which is comprised in the" Harmony of the Confessions of the

Reformed Churches, both at home and abroad." On this large portion of

common ground f which the Churchman, tlie-Dissenter, and tlic I'oreigner,

jointly occupy, they conceive that Christian Urnon may be established and
strengthened ; Christian Affection excited and ciierished ; and Christian Zeal

concentrated, and rendered proportionably effective.

The Committee indulge a hope, tliat they liave satisfactorily described the

common gro^tnd of Scriptural Principles, which is occupied by the supi)orters

of the Religious Tract Society ; and that the spirit of conciliation, by which
its Members are actuated, and the precise and exclusive Objects to which
their operations are directed, are not less satisfactorily defined and explained.

These Scriptural Principles, this Christian Spirit, and these legitimate and
important operations, constitute the Bond of Union, Affection, and Exertion
of the Religious Tract Society. It has be>^n, and ever will be, the most con-

scientious, the most willing, and the most earnest endeavour of the Com-
mittee, to preserve this holy Bond from violation; and they have no hesitation

in declaring, that, if, at any time, or uiulcr any circumstances, they should

knowingly suffer a Tract to emanate from this Institution, which should
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include seiitinieiits hostile to the Piinciplos on which it is founded, or to the
character or discipline of any of tlie denominations of Christians, of which its

various niembers are composed, such conduct would be a violation of the
duties and obligations which they owe to the Society at large, and to their
Christian Brethren individually, who constitute its strength, its ornament,
and its efficiency.

To insure a consistent and unvarying exemplification of the Principles
above referred to, has ever been the duty and the cordial endeavour of the
Committee ; and there has been such a perfect understanding of these Prin-
ciples, as they relate to the Doctrinal Sentiments and to the Bond of Union
which connect the Members of this Institution, in affection and in exertion,
that their endeavours have been easy to themselves, and have been acknow-
ledged to be satisfactory to the Society at large.

The measures which have been pursued, to insure these harmonious opera-
tions, and to produce these happy results, chiefly have respect to the consti-

tution of the Committee, and to the mode and spirit of its deliberajionsand
decisions. As the Society is composed of Members of the Church of Eng-
land, and of Dissenters of several denominations, the Committee has been
assimilated to this leading and characteristic feature of the Institution, ever
since its establishment ; and this measure has been attended with the utmost
cordiality of operation, and been productive of the most pleasing effects.

It may be added, that this principle of assimilation is preferable to any spe-
cific and determinate division of the Committee, because it precludes any
direct idea of opposition of Character and Interest : it admits of partial

variations in circumstances which may make it expedient to propose or to

retain an individual, (whether a Clergyman or Dissenter,) whose talents and
zeal may particularly benefit the Society ; and it is thought to proceed
upon a fair and just comparison, between the Members of the Committee,
and the Members of the Society, considered under their various denomi-
nations.

The spirit in which the deliberations of the Committee are conducted, does
not partake of the wariness of suspicion, or of the irritations of jealousy.

"Whenever a Tract is proposed and read, or when any measure is brought
forward, each Member of the Committee is expected to deliver his opinion,

with reference to a determination thereon; and a free conversation is thus
excited, by which the feelings and sentiments of every individual are elicited,

on the subject under considei ation. By these means, the Committee are
prepared for a decision, with respect to the merits of the case before them;
and, at the same time, acquire a knowledge of the impressions which it has
made on the mind of each person ; and the decision is grounded, rather

on the general favour or opposition which the subject has met with, in

the course of previous discussion, than upon the result of mere numerical
division.

The Committee are convinced, that the conscientious and unvarying regard
which they have ever manifested for the Scriptural Principles upon which
the Religious Tract Society has been established, in connexion with the liberal

and ingenuous spirit which has pervaded their deliberations and decisions,

have tended to preserve the purity and impartiality of the Tracts which have

been published ; and have also constituted the best and most effective check
that can be provided, against the introduction of any thing offensive. And
they are also persuaded, that a constant and faithful regard to these Princi-

ples, and an earnest endeavour to preserve and cherish the pure and peaceful

spirit of Christianity, in all their deliberations and decisions, will be the

likeliest means of securing the approbation of the Society at large ; of fulfill-

ing its benevolent Plans, and of accomplishing its most enlarged Objects.

(By Order of the Committee,)

LEGH RICHMOND,!
JOSEPH HUGHES, > Secretaries.
P. TRESCHOW, 3



TWEJXTY-FIFTH REPORT
OF THE

COMMITTEE
OF THE

RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY,

MAY 14th, 1824.

jL our Committee, in reporting their proceedings during
the past year, would first refer to the

FOREIGN OPERATIONS
of your Society and other Institutions connected with its

labors.

A resolution of the last Annual Meeting recommended
the Committee to continue and increase their exertions for

Asia, and they have not been forgetful of the wishes so
strongly expressed.

The communications respecting China are particularly

gratifying. Dr, Morrison, and the Missionaries at Malacca,
have endeavoured to supply the loss sustained by the decease
of the late Dr. Milne; and, from a letter received a short

time since, it appears, that during the three years preceding
May 1823, One Hundred and Two Thousand, One Hun-
dred and Fifty Tracts in the Chinese language, and Three
Thousand Five Hundred in the Malay, had been printed and
circulated at the expense of your Society.

Dr. Moi'rison is now returned to this country, and
relates many important and encouraging particulars re-

specting the circulation of these Tracts. At Malacca,
those in the Malay are often to be seen ailixed to the walls

of the native habitations ; and, by the vessels whicii trade

to various ports of China, those in the Chinese language
are introduced into places inaccessible to Europeans.

We must not expect that all these Tracts will prove
useful ; many may perish—others may be destroyed—but
there is ground to hope, that some of the bread thus cast

upon the waters, will be found after many days. Dr. Mor-
rison states, that he has known instances of Chinese Tracts
being carefully stored among the valuables of a family, so

b
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that, if neglected by the present possessors, they may speak
to their children, and generations yet unborn.

We know that the redeemed of the Lord are to be
gathered from the land of Sinim, as well as from the

North and the West; (Isa xlix. 12.) and as the Most
High is pleased to accomplish his purposes by the use of

means, we are the more encouraged to implore His bles-

sing upon those messengers, which, (with the Bible,) at

present are the only means of conveying the glad tidings

of the Gospel to more than Three Hundred Millions of

souls. It is remarkable, that while entrance is refused to

every other means of instruction, peculiar facilities are
presented to the operations of the press. A very large

proportion of this immense population possesses the ability

to read; and even the female mind, which, among Eastern
nations, generally is kept in a state of complete ignorance,

there is far more favorably situated ; for the daughters of
China are generally instructed in the rudiments of learning

;

and some among them, as in our favored land, are celebrated

in the literary annals of their country. To these facts may
be added, that Tracts have, for many ages, been circulated

in China ; not, alas ! bearing testimony respecting Him
" of whom Moses and the prophets wrote," but inculcating

the worship of idols, or merely reciting the precepts of
moralists and sages of other times. Thus your little mes-
sengers are peculiarly fitted for the country : they are not

subjected to the suspicious inquiries to which they are
elsewhere exposed ; they walk through the length and
breadth of the land, regarded rather as natives of the soil,

than viewed as aliens, and strangers from afar.

These facts must powerfully plead the cause of your
Society in every Christian bosom. It is an important and
interesting field. Infidels of the last age delighted to refei*

to the Chinese, as unenlightened by the bright beams of the

Sun of Righteousness, yet possessing all the qualities which
render the human character estimable. But the veil which
so long obscured this extraordinary people is now thrown
aside, and we find, that considering themselves as the

wisest of the nations of the earth, and regarding all others

with contempt, they have literally exemplified the words
of the Apostle,—'* Having become vain in their imagina-
tions, their foolish heart was darkened ;

professing them-
selves to be wise they have become fools."—It is needless

to pursue this subject ; the knowledge now obtained of

this people, evinces that they are equally strangers to the

faith that works by love, and to the fruits which will ever
be found to proceed from its quickening power.
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Your Committee have expressed themselves thus
strongly, as they cannot but feel the vast importance of your
labors in China. The inhabitants can be reached, at pre-
sent, only through the medium of the press, and their habits
and customs render them peculiarly accessible to your little

publications. Here, then, your Committee would desire to
continue and extend their labours to the utmost. AH vou
can supply is inadequate to the occasion ; but they would
desire to be enabled to go forward. Last year they could
apply only One Hundred Pounds to this object—they would
hope to be enabled to do considerably more in the year now
commenced.

Nor are the Isles of the Eastern Archipelago
indifferent to these messengers of mercy. A commu-
nication from the Baptist Missionaries at Sumatra, bears
powerful testimony to the eager desire manifested by the
Natives, for Tracts and portions of Sacred Writ. The writer
speaks, in the strongest terms, of the advantages of circu-
lating small publications in those countries, and of the ability

to read, generally possessed by the Natives. The state-

ments of the Missionaries of the London Missionary Society,

and others labouring in the same field, are expressed in

similar terms ; and the Printing Paper, forwarded to the
different stations by your Society, has been received with
much thankfulness.

Hi NDOSTAN presents an ample field for the circulation

of Tracts. Your Committee would particularly notice the
formation of a Native Tract Society at Nagercoil, in

Travancore. Your messengers have gone forth through
many regions of the earth ; but this is the first instance of a
Native Tract Institution. Let us hail this event as the har-

binger of a brighter and a better day, in the moral and reli-

gious annals of India. It affords a satisfactory answer to the

assertions so often and so falsely made, of the total indif-

ference of the Natives to Christianity ; it exhibits them
casting their mites into the treasury,, and shewing, by their

desire to disseminate the Gospel, that they have felt the

value of the message of grace.

The Fifth Report of the Bellary Tract Society has
been received, and will appear in the Appendix. It pre-

sents many encouraging details ; during the preceding year
this Society had circulated upwards of Twenty- six Thousand
Tracts, in various languages.

The progress of instruction in Ceylon, has caused an
unprecedented demand for small Books and Tracts. This
is strongly stated by the Missionaries laboring on that

Island, and their respective Societies have exerted them-
b 2
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selves, in some measure to supply the demand. The Ame-
rican Missionaries stationed there, have strenuously urged
the importance of establishing' Printing Presses on the

Island; they refer to the number of Native Schools, which
render a large supply of Scriptures and Tracts ab-solutely

necessary ; they also notice the importance of training

up among the people a reading population, and state,

that a small monthly publication is particularly desirable.

The attention of the Archdeacon of Columbo, of the

Church Missionary Society, and of the Wesleyan Mission-

aries, is also directed to this important subject. The
assistance rendered by your Society has been thank-
fully received, earnest applications are made for its con-

tinuance, and a larger supply of Printing Paper has been
forwarded. The demand for Tracts in the Cingalese lan-

guage has been so great, that many have been copied on
Ollas, and circulated in manuscript.

Your Committee have also corresponded with Cal-
cutta, Madras, Bombay, Serampore, and Bencoo-
LEN; to these stations, as well as to the places before

mentioned, supplies have been sent during the past year,

to the extent of Three Hundred Reams of Paper, and
Forty-nine Thousand Five Hundred Tracts. The latter are

intended for the European population, by whom they are

eagerly received, especially by the Military. An officer of
rank, now on his return to India, related to your Committee,
that he had personally witnessed the beneficial effects of
your Publications, at several stations, and that he should

promote the object of your Society by all the means in his

power.
Your Committee unwillingly refrain from entering more

particularly into detail, respecting the circulation of Tracts
in India. But it is not necessary ; they may refer to the

Reports of every Missionary Society, whose laborers are

engaged in that part of the vineyard ; for all unite in one
testimony respecting the want of Tracts and small Pub-
lications, as the following brief extracts will shew :

—" In
proportion as Schools multiply. Books will be in demand,
which must be furnished gratuitously, and the Missionary
without a supply of Tracts, is unprovided for his work.-—
The press is the grand medium of communication in all

parts of the Missionary world.—We see, among the people,

no impediment to the extension of Schools, and the disper-

sion of Christian Books and Tracts all over the country.

If not straitened in our funds and our number, we might
have hundreds of Schools under Christian instruction, and
circidate Millions of Tracts."—These extracts may suffice

;
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they powerfully declare the importance of Tracts to the
Missionary

Our minds will be the more forcibly impressed with
their value, when we consider, how much the enervating
effects of the climate tend to debilitate the physical powers
of the Missionary in the East; while the vast extent of fields
** white already to harvest," calls for increased labors on
every hand. How valuable to the Missionary must be the
assistance of those preachers who can declare the great
message, with unabated powers, from morn to eve, nor sink

beneath the burning rays of the mid-day sun; and whose
numbers can be multiplied, in some proportion to the extent
of the multitudes athirst for the waters of life. The Report
of each Missionary Society is a report of the usefulness

and importance of Tracts, and your Committee earnestly

plead for increased ability to assist in this work and labor

of love. Tracts go forward, as pioneers in this great work,
opening the way for Bibles and for Missionaries. Like the

children of Reuben and Gad of old, they go armed before

the host of Israel ; and we trust, will continue their progress,

till " the land be subdued before the Lord." They proceed-
but not in human power, or with human strength ; they can
be useful only as " He is pleased to prosper them."

The grants of your Society to the East, during the past

year, altogether amount to nearly Seven Hundred Pounds.
—But what is this among so many?

From New South Wales, your Committee have
received encouraging commmunications. A Religious

Tract Society has been formed at Sydney, for New South
Wales and its dependencies. His Excellency Sir Thomas
Brisbane, the Governor of the Colony, was pleased to

countenance this infant Society, by presiding on the occa-

sion—a circumstance which your Committee had much
pleasure to learn. Your Society has been assured of similar

sentiments by the present Governor of Van Dieman's
Land. There are few parts of the British dominions where
the circulation of Tracts is more desirable than in these

Colonies. Ihe inhabitants, in general, are able to avail

themselves of this means of inlormation, and, from many
causes, are likely to receive the admonitions of your silent

preachers more favorably than the declarations of a faithful,

but living, minister. A great portion of the population is

thinly scattered over the face of the laud, and necessarily

debarred from opportunities of public worship. Here, then,

is a peculiarly important field for Tract Societies. To this

Colony, and its dependencies, Twenty-eight Thousand Tracts
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have been forwarded during the past year, independently
of supplies to Settlers and Convicts proceeding thither.

To the Sandwich Islands, Two Thousand Three
Hundred Tracts have been sent, chiefly for the supply of
Vessels touching at the Islands ; but your Committee would
not forget, that much must also be done for the Natives of
the Islands of the Pacific. In many of these verdant groupes,
the inhabitants are now acquiring ability to read, and they
must be supplied.

Of Southern Africa, your Committee would briefly

report, that they have continued to correspond with the Cape;
and a letter from a Parochial Minister, received in the early

part of the year, speaks of the avidity with which a consi-

derable number of Dutch Tracts, from Zeist, placed at

his disposal by a friend, had been received. The interior

is not, at present, a promising field for your labors ; but
a Missionary, who has lately proceeded to the Bootchuanas,
requested a set of your Publications : having to reduce the
language of that people to a written standard, he was de-
sirous to take the earliest opportunity of imparting a portion
of the truths contained in your Tracts.

Some of your Publications have been circulated at

Sierra Leone, and received with much thankfulness.

Arabic Tracts are also required for the Coasts of Africa.

South America.—This interesting portion of the
globe was especially pointed out to your Committee, as a
field for their exertions. They have devoted a considerable
;sum for printing Tracts in the Spanish language, and they
have now Nine completed for circulation, and others are in

preparation. Although much time has unavoidably been
consumed in the translation and printing of these Tracts,

Twenty-three Thousand have been forwarded to those
countries, and further supplies will be sent by all suitable

jopportunities.

That these Tracts will be received and read with
avidity, your Committee are fully assured. The minds of
the inhabitants have long been confined by the iron bands
of ignorance and superstition ; they are now, in a great

measure, loosened, and the eagerness of the human intellect

to avail itself of all the means of information within its reach

Is very great. Your Committee have felt it an important
duty to endeavour to avail themselves of this opportunity

;

but they desire to do so, well knowing that Paul may
plant, and Apollos water ; but it is God alone that giveth

the increase.

Portuguese Tracts have also been forwarded to the

Brazils. A vast field for the labors of your Society is
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presenting itself throughout this great Continent, and many
very respectable mercantile houses are promoting the views
of your Institution.

The West Indies.—Your Committee have availed
themselves of various opportunities, for sending Tracts to

several of the Islands, chiefly through the Missionaries ; in

ail amountiug to Seventeen Thousand Eight Hundred,
among which they are happy to notice Two Thousand of
No. 202, to the Moravian Missionaries, for their various
settlements, and Two Thousand One Hundred Children's
Books, to the Wesleyan Missionaries, for their Schools.

Your Committee would here observe, that among the
publications of your Society, there are only two which touch
upon the Slave Trade, and, however they may consider it

their duty not to be silent on this subject at home, they
scrupulously exclude these Tracts from all grants made by
them to the West Indies. They have even carried this

principle so far, as also to exclude from these assortments
The Negro Servant, The Happy Negro, and every
Tract which refers, in any manner, to that much-injured
race, although in no respect touching upon the subject of
their wrongs. This line of conduct your Committee have
thought it right to pursue ; and they consider it their duty,

at the present time, to declare the plan upon which they
have acted.

From North America the communications are highly
gratifying. The New England Tract Society has, by an
Act of the Legislature, been denominated the American
Tract Society. The Appendix will contain some im-
portant and interesting extracts from the Report of this

Institution, which is proceeding with increased activity,

and, like your Society, pleading earnestly for assistance, to

enable it to extend its labors to other and distant lands.

The New York Society is also proceeding with
activity. As this city possesses facilities of intercourse

with Spanish South America, your Committee forwarded
stereotype plates of The Cross of Christ, in the Spanish
language, to the Committee at New York. A large supply
of your Children's Books has also been sent to this Society,

by their especial desire.

The circulation of Tracts appears to be extending
rapidly throughout the United States ; and, under the two
opposite extremes which they exhibit, of the crowded popu-
lation in the Eastern States, and the thinly scattered inhabi-

tants of the W estern districts, they present an important
field for this means of dilfusing divine truth. A Western
Emigrant described, to a friend of your Society, the impor-
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tance of Tracts to the new Settlers. After relating- the

difficulties experienced by these enterprising individuals,

he dwelt upon the privations they felt as to the ordinances
of religion ; as, even where they are alive to tlieir best
interests, some years must elapse, before a neighbourhood
is able to support a minister. " During this time," said he,
" Religious Tracts are the only spiritual food on which they
can hope to subsist."— Yet, painful to relate, there are
districts of thirty, forty, and even two hundred thousand
square miles, without a Tract Depository.

To Nova Scotia, and Canada, Twenty-five Thousand
Tracts have been forwarded, during the past year, in

French and English. These, and former grants, are widely
circulated ; and amid the silent shades of forests, where the
human foot till now has scarcely trod, your Publications
are to be found, declaring the message of peace and salva-

tion through a crucified Redeemer. To this spiritual food,

the remote districts of our own colonies must look for

subsistence, as well as their American brethren.

North of Europe.—Five Thousand Eight Hundred
German and English Tracts have been sent to Cronstadt
and St. Petersburg, on application from the Rev. Dr. Hen-
derson and the Rev. R. Knill. A letter from the former
speaks of the eagerness with which the Finns receive the

Tracts in their language, and bears strong testimony to the
importance of circulating Religious Tracts.

Poland.—The Tracts granted to this country, as

mentioned in the last Report, have been forwarded. A
letter, received from a Missionary a few months since, con-
tains some further particulars respecting the dark and igno-
rant state of this country.

Prussia.—The Tract Society continues to prosper,

and receives tiie countenance and support of persons of
eminence and respectability. The Committee, in their last

Report, desire to express thankfulness to God for his mercy,
in having made their little Publications a means of mercy
to many individuals. The demand for their Tracts was
considerable and increasing. One recently published, in-

titled, The Soldier as a Christian, had been distributed

among all the Regiments of the Prussian Army, and was
received in a most gratifying manner. During the preceding-

year, Seventy-five Thousand Two Hundred and Twenty-one
Tracts had been circulated in the German Language

;

and from 1816 to 1821, Six Hundred and Five Thousand,
Eight Hundred and Eighty Tracts, in the German, Lithua-
nian, and Polish Languages, had issued from their De-
pository.
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Sweden.—Your Committee regret that they are
unable, this year, to add to the interesting- particulars given
in former Reports, respecting the Evangelical Society at

Stockholm ; but it continues its useful labors.

A letter from a friend, concerned in the Northern
Fisheries, relates the eagerness with which some Swedish
Tracts, voted to him by your Committee, were received by
the men in his employ. On his return home one day, he
observed an unusual crowd assembled at the door of his

lodgings, and supposed they were anxious to receive pay-
ment for the fish he had purchased. To his surprise, he
found this was not their errand ; they sought not his money
—their object was, Tracts ; for these, to use his own words,
" they pleaded as earnestly, as a hungry man would solicit

for a piece of bread !"—They had found that these pages
spoke of Him who is the Bread of Life.

Bremen.—Your Committee are informed by a friend,

who has recently visited England, that this Society is going
on well.

Denmark.—The sum of Ten Pounds has been placed
at the disposal of a Clergyman in Holstein, to encourage
him to print Tracts in the Danish language.

Hamburg —The Tract Society for Lower Saxony,
established in this great city, increases its exertions. During
the last year, it circulated upwards of Thirteen Thousand
Tracts, several of which are translations from your Publi-

cations ; and it has now in the press. The Dairyman's
Daughter, The Negro Servant, The Young Cot-
tager, and The Watchmaker, in the German language.

Your Committee has aided this active Institution by a

grant of Twenty Pounds.
Amsterdam.—The Tract Society of this city is one

of the most active Institutions on the Continent. They
have more than Two Thousand Members, and have printed

Fifty-three Tracts in the Dutch language, among which are

several translated from your Publications. The number of

Tracts circulated amounted to Two Hundred and Forty-

three Thousand, Eight Hundred and Seventy-five.

France.—During the last year, your Committee have

corresponded actively with the Paris Tract Society, and
with several friends, in different parts of France. They
have aided the former in publishing the Gospel of St. John,

and the Epistle to the Romans, as Tracts, being convinced,

after mature consideration, that the measure of circulating

the Scriptures in their original form, namely, in detached

portions, is an object of great moment, especially in Roman
Catholic countries, and, by the divine blessing, likely to be

attended with the best results. They have also defrayed
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the expense of stereotyping a translation of the Tract in-

titled Thk Cross of Christ, and printing an edition of

Five Thousand copies.

For some years past your Society has discontinued
printing French Tracts in this country ; but finding it desi-

rable to keep an assortment in that language, they have
imported a quantity of those published by the Paris Tract
Society, and have them now on sale at the Depository.

Many individuals in France are active in circulating-

Tracts ; several have been aided by your Society, in the

prosecution of their labours ; and, with a view to facilitate

these Operations, your Committee directed some of the

Tracts written by the Rev. Ceesar Malan, to be stereotyped
at Paris. They would willingly have done so with a larger

number of his publications, had they been able to meet the

expense. A friend, recently arrived from an interesting tour

through France, Switzerland, Savoy, and Piedmont, bears
testimony to the eagerness with which these little works are
received. He has urged your Committee to proceed in their

ftlan, of stereotyping some valuable Tracts, in the French
anguage; and an appeal was made to the public, for assist-

ance to this branch of your labours. (See the Appendix.)
The Committee regret to say, that it has not met with suffi-

cient encouragement, to enable them to proceed so rapidly

as they wish : One Hundred and Fifty Pounds are still

needed, and they hope that amount will ere long be supplied.

In the last Report, your Committee spoke of the
increasing opportunities for circulating Tracts in Spain
and Portugal ; these are now passed away. We know
that the " wrath of man shall praise the Lord, and that the
remainder of wrath He shall restrain ;" but it is impossible
to view the strict endeavours now used to exclude the light

of divine truth from the inhabitants of those lands, without
the most painful regret. But this is not new ; wherever the
hand of Popery reigns without control, the light of the

Gospel has always been opposed ; and the champions of
intolerance have ever shewn particular enmity to the
circulation of Tracts. The small publications written by
the " Fathers of the Church," at the time of the Reforma-
tion, were stigmatized by the bigots of the day, as " Pesti-
lent little books;" and those who are actuated by the
same spirit, in our times, are equally earnest to exclude
every publication they denominate heretical. But it is not
in the power of man to stop the progress of divine truth,

and those who are athirst for the water of life cannot rest

satisfied without a supply.
Various opportunities for circulating Spanish and Por-

tuguese Tracts, by yoiir old and valued Correspondent at



18:^1.] MEDITERRANEAN. xj

Gibraltar, and other friends, continue to present themselvea.
Your Committee have increased the number on their list,

carefully avoiding controversial subjects ; and, though the
seed may be widely scattered, and lost to outward view, yet
some part, it is hoped, will fall on good ground, and yield
fruit, " some thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred-fold."

Increased attention has also been given to the shores
of the Mediterranean. Your Publications have been
forwarded to the Seaman's Library at Genoa. At (/ORFU
and Malta, considerable numbers of Tracts in the Modern
Greek, have been printed at the expense of your Society,
under the superintendence of the Rev. Isaac Lowndes
and the Rev. S. S. Wilson •, and also by the American
Missionaries at Malta. This object is the more important,
as, even in the present degraded state of the Greek nation,
a taste for literature exists, which facilitates the circulation

of Tracts. In Egypt and the Holy Land many thousand
Tracts have been circulated, by Missionaries and other tra-

vellers, at the expense of individuals and their respective
Societies.

Your Committee have had an interesting conference
with Dr. Pinkerton, who is about to revisit these countries,
and to proceed still further to the eastward. They have
placed the sum of Two Hundred Pounds at his disposal

;

a part of which will probably be applied in extending the
important labors already adverted to, and the remainder
will be devoted to renewing the operations of your Society
in the Ottoman Empire. Tracts, printed in the Arme-
nian and Turkish languages, have been dispersed through
different provinces, by merchants travelling on their trading
pursuits. By the divine blessing, these little books may
excite enquiries after the Pearl of great price, among those
whose desires have hitherto been confined to the things of

this life.

The Scottish Missionai-ies stationed at Astra CHAN,
in their last report, mention that they had circulated Three
Thousand Four Hundred and Thirty Tracts in various lan-

gUT.ges during the preceding year.

Your Committee will now close this sketch of Fo-
reign Operations during the past year. They would
desire rather to look to what remains to be done, than to

dwell upon what has been effected by the instrumentality

of Tracts. It is, doubtless, more pleasing to view the

scenes around in their most brilliant aspect, and to contem-
plate those parts of the landscape, which are illumined by
the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness ; but let us

not turn away from the far larger portion, which is still enve-
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loped in the shades of death. The whole circumference

may be far beyond our power to grasp ; yet let ns try to culti-

vate more of the surface of this moral wilderness, and thu?

to narrow the extent of evil. And though the laborer may
• go forth weeping, bearing precious seed," and must be
content with a scanty harvest, ** until the Spirit be poured

forth from on high ;" yet let us remember, that a blessing is

declared upon those " who sow beside all waters ;"—that,

in his own good time, the Most High, ** will say to the North
Give up, and to the South, Keep not back; bring my sons

from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth."

DOMESTIC PROCEEDINGS.

The last Report of the Edinburgh Religious Tract
Society, states an increase of its operations ; Three Hun-
dred and Three Thousand, Six Hundred and Sixty-one

Tracts and small Books were circulated during the prece-

ding year.

The Societies at Aberdeen, and other places in Scotland,

also continue their labors. At Aberdeen, Nineteen
Thousand Tracts had been distributed gratuitously, and
Forty-four Thousand sold to Subscribers, Hawkers, &c.
The Committee state, that the utility and efficiency of their

labors have been satisfactorily established ; and it is plea-

sing to remark, that considerable attention has been given

to Hawkers.
Your Society has forwarded Three Thousand Tracts to

friends at Peterhead and Elgin, for the Vessels engaged in

the Greenland and other Fisheries.

A communication from Lerwick states the eagerness

with which your Tracts have been received in the Shetland

Isles ; and a letter from a Minister in the Highlands relates

some interesting particulars, respecting the Tracts formerly

committed to his care, and Eight Thousand more have been
placed at his disposal. Your Committee rejoice to state,

that the Edinburgh Tract Society has increased the number
of Tracts published in the Gaelic.

The Religions Tract and Book Society for Ireland, has

issued Four Hundred and Sixteen Thousand Two Hundred
and Seventy-seven Tracts and Books during the past

year. The present state of Ireland renders the labors

of that Institution of great importance. Education has

rapidly increased, notwithstanding the opposition of those

who love darkness rather than light, and every exertion

must be used to supply the thirst for information thus

excited, with publications whose contents are calculated to
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produce beneficial results. This is the more necessary, as
many thousands of small works are now industriously cir-

culated, which oppose the cause of Truth, by every form
of argument, from the most ingenious sophistry, to unblush*
ing- and positive assertion, in behalf of downright imposture.

The Committee of the Tract and Book. Society for
Ireland, have been active in selecting many valuable Publi-
cations, to which they have added some written expressly
for their Institution. While engaged in this work, they
drew up some useful hints, as a standard for their guidance.
These rules they have communicated to your Committee,
who have much pleasure in giving them a place in your
Appendix, and rejoice to be able to bear testimony to their

value, from their own experience. Having, for many years,

been guided in the selection and compilation of Tracts, by
rules of a similar description and tendency, they can with
confidence, recommend these hints to public notice.

Your Committee hope, that the public will enable that
useful Institution to meet the increasing calls for the circu-

lation of Tracts in the sister kingdom ; but as its means,
in this respect, are still very limited, your Committee have
considered it their duty, to continue attending to a portion

of those opportunities for usefulness, which have, for many
years, been supplied by your Society.

During the past year, Eighteen Thousand One Hun-
dred Tracts have been granted to various individuals in

Ireland. The greater part of these have been placed at the

disposal of a much-respected correspondent, who possesses

peculiar facilities for their distribution in those parts of the

kingdom, which are now most eager for instruction. He
undertook the task with much pleasure ; and, referring to the

earlier periods of his correspondence with your Society, when
the Tracts sent to him could only be circulated by the instru-

mentality of " aliens;" he rejoices, that he can noiv state,

that your publications will pass through the hands of those

who have been awakened to a sense of their value, and who
are williny agents in this work and labour of love.

The Society for Educating the Irish in their Native
Language, having applied to your Committee, Two Thou-
sand Three Hundred Tracts in Irish, were placed at their

disposal. Two Thousand Six Hundred Tracts have been

granted to the Ladies' Hibernian Society. A considerable

number have also been circulated, in different parts of the

Island, by a Member of your Committee, during a tour in

behalf of the London Missionary Society.

Twenty Thousand Four Hundred Tracts have been

granted to the Ministers stationed in the Scilly Islands.
and have been received with much eagerness. As this
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grant may appear considerable, your Committee would
observe, that these Tracts are chiefly intended for sup-

plying the numerous Vessels which frequently are de-

tained in the ports of those Islands, by contrary winds. On
these occasions your correspondents visit from ship to ship,

and distribute your publications among them. It has often

happened, that many hundreds of Tracts are in a few days,

widely dispersed, speeding on their way to the most distant

parts of the globe.

The Metropolis, as the centre of commerce, and exhi-

biting, in every direction, a dense and busy population,

claims much attention from your Committee, in various

ways.

The River and Marine Distributors have been supplied,

during the past year, with Thirteen Thousand Four Hun-
dred Tracts, and further quantities have been granted for

the Outports, by the Parent Society, and several of the

Auxiliaries. The grants for Marine Distribution have, for

several years, been very considerable ; but the beneficial

effects from this branch of your labours, have presented an
ample return ; the instances of the usefulness of Tracts
among Seamen, in a moral and religious point of view, are

numerous and encouraging ; and the pleasing change which
is now so often observed among those who " do their business

in great waters," has been, under divine influence, mainly
eflfected by your Publications. Tracts are great favorites

with Seamen ; the eagerness with which they are received,

and the care with which they are preserved, can hardly be
imagined by those who have not personally witnessed some
of the many interesting facts communicated to your Com-
mittee.

Eleven Thousand Six Hundred Tracts have been dis-

tributed among the Prisons and Hospitals ; various Peni-
tentiaries and Asylums have also been supplied. Sixty-

eight Thousand Three Hundred have been distributed at

the Fairs in and near the Metropolis. Some testimonies

have been received of benefits resulting from these distri-

butions ; but none more pleasing than a letter from the
Superintendent of the Fitzroy Schools ; as the prevention of
evil must ever be more gratii'ying than its cure. The Tract
called The Fair, was distributed among the Six Hundred
Children in these Schools, previous to the last Bartholomew
Fair. On inquiry, at the close of the week, it was found,
that no more than three girls and five boys had been to the
Fair, and that these would not have gone, had not their

parents taken them. Others had intreated their parents to

be left at home, saying, that their teachers would be sorry if



1824.] DOMESTIC PROCHEDINGS. XT

they went, and that they were sure no good could he got by
going.

Ninety-seven Thousand of the Broad Sheets usually
denominated the " Last Dying Speeches" of criminals, have
been circulated in the usual channels. The loss on these
Publications is considerable, and amounts to nearly Sixty
Pounds in the past year. Your Committee have maturely
considered this question^ and think it their duty to con-
tinue these Publications, as thereby much of evil, which
would otherwise be circulated, is excluded, and a few words,
at least, of the warnings and truths of the Gospel not only
obtain an extensive circulation, but penetrate the dark
recesses, where vice and crime are concealed from public
view. Let us earnestly pray, that these leaves, gathered
from the tree of life, may be blessed as the means of puri-
fying some of those fountains, from whence the bitter waters
of death flow in a continual stream.

Eighty-seven Thousand Small Tracts and Hand Bills
have been distributed, at the charge of your Society, in the
outskirts of the Metropolis, on the Lord's Days. Every
member or friend of your Institution whose family engage-
ments, or avocations in the cause of his Divine Master,
have led him to traverse the environs of London, on the day
appointed for sacred rest, will bear testimony to the import-
ance of the proceeding. Several friends who have personally
witnessed the value of these labors, have aided this work, and
it is to be hoped that many more will follow their example.
Ten Thousand Tracts have been distributed among

the Pensioners, who attend at Greenwich to receive their

respective allowances, and have been thus carried by them
to various parts of the kingdom.

Upwards of Twenty Steam Packets have been sup-
plied with sets of your Publications ; and they have also

been introduced into the Libraries at several Watering-
places.

Twenty-one Thousand Two Hundred Tracts have been
granted to the Home Missionary Society ; and a further quan-
tity has been purchased by that Institution. Your Com-
mittee have much pleasure in referring to the Reports and
proceedings of this Society, as detailing many instances

of beneficial effects produced by your Publications.

The number of Tracts issued from your Depository,

during the past year, is Ten Millions, Twelve
Thousand, Sevkn Hundred and Sixty ; being Four
Millions, Three Hundred and One Thousand Seven Hundred
and Sixty, more than in the year preceding. Those printed

in other countries at your expense are not included.
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Additional room having become necessary, for carrying-

on the concerns of the Society, your Committee purchased

the Lease of the adjoining- Premises, and have been enabled

to arrange the Depository, so as greatly to facilitate the

business of your establishment ; and, by letting the upper
part of one of the houses, this additional accommodation
has been obtained with very little increase of expense.
While upon this subject, your Committee would recommend
that some friends should be appointed as Trustees, in whose
names the Leases of your present Premises, and any other

property of your Society, may be invested, as occasion may
require.

The New Publications, during the past year, are-^

IN THE FIRST SERIES.

No. 195. To A Mother, on the Birth of her Child.
196. The History of William S .

197. Consider your Ways.
198. Loss OF the Essex.
199. The Lost Sheep.
200. A Help to Prayer.
201. The Fulness of Christ.
202. Extracts from the Writings of Foreign

Divines.
203. Hints to Sick Persons, (particularly Patients

in Hospitals.)

204. The Aged Christian in the Hospital.
57. On Personal Religion.

SECOND SERIES and HAWKERS TRACTS.
579. Loss OF THE Essex.
582, The Sorrows of Seduction.
583. Poor Sarah.

OCCASIONAL TRACTS.
Loss OF A Fishing Vessel. IAddress on Missions.
On Love to Christ.

HAND BILLS
17. A Secret to a Sabbath

Stroller.
18. Have you lived too

long in Sin?
19. A Question.
20. Is it Good to be Here?
21. Strolling on the Sab

bath.
22. A Sad Scene.

23. What doest thou Here,
Elijah?

24. Sunday.
25. Stop, and Think.
26. The Warning Voice.
27. Take Heed, and Be-

ware.
28. An Appeal to Reason.
29. A Great Demand.
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS.
Janeway's Token.
Newton's Letters.
The Life of Jesus Christ.
The Scripture Alphabet.
Scripture Characters.
Lady Jane Grey.

Poor Sarah.
The Bread of Life.
The Young Fisherman.
LittleSusan andherLamb.
The Vine.

SHORT STORIES,
For Children under Ten Years of Age,

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Traveller's Wonders.
A Pretty Picture Book.
DameTeachwell's Book
The Rose.
A New Picture Book.
Country Scenes.
Pleasing Instructor.
Little Tom Tell-Truth's

Stories.
Sally Meanwell.
Fanny Thoughtless.
Dick Wildgoose.
Ann Goodchild.
Harry Heedless.
Short Anecdotes.
The Shepherd's Boy.
A Father's Pictures.
A Parent's Stories.
The Four Seasons.
The Lily.

20. William Friendly.
21. Jenny Peace.
22. Tom Steady.
23. Peter Pliant.
24. Fifth of November.
25. Plays for Children.
26. Short Stories.
27. The Twelve Months.
28. Ann Lively & her Bible.
29 Little Verses.
30. History of Sammy Sly.
31. New Testament Cha-

racters.
32. History of Beasts.
33. History of Birds.
34. Mrs. Lovechild's Pic-

tures.
35 Fourth Commandment.
36. Little George and the

Apple-tree.

SPANISH TRACTS,

Newly translated into that Language.

To THE Afflicted.
Search the Scriptures.
Serious Thoughts on Eternity.
Life and VVritings of St. Peter.
On the Lord's Prayer.
On the New Birth.
The Cross of Christ.
The Sinner Directed to the Saviour.
Parable of the Prodigal Son.

Your Committee will offer a few brief observations

respecting some of these Publications.

The Short Stories,for Young Children under Ten Years
d



XViii TWENTY-FIFTH REPORT. [1824.

of Jye, present a new feature in the proceedings of your
Society. Several Members of your Institution urged your
Committee to supply juvenile readers, particularly of the
lower classes, with something preferable to the trash gene-
rally vended, under the denomination of*' halfpenny hooks,"

specimens of which they forwarded-
Upon examination your Committee found this sub-

ject more important than they had at first supposed. A
considerable change appeared to have taken place in the

Nursery literature, if it may be so styled, of our day. Of
the older stories, with which our ancestors were familiar,

few or none remained, excepting those which were the most
puerile and absurd, and which taught nothing that could,

in any respect, improve the youthful mind. Others had
been added, some of which inculcated moral truths, but in a

style uninviting to children, and without referring them to

that foundation, upon which alone good principles and good
works can be built with any hope of permanent effect; while

there were many of a darker description, written in a style

and manner which rendered them at once intelligible to

children, and attractive to the evil dispositions which are

ever ready to appear, even in the youngest. There were
many of this vicious description ; they had evidently the

largest circulation, and the friends already referred to, had
personally witnessed their haneftd effects.

Your Committee exerted themselves to supply this

deficiency, and, in a few months, they were able to publish

nearly forty of these little Picture Books; which, they trust,

will be found attractive in appearance, and, in some degree,
suitable for the objects they have in view. A considerable

circulation has been obtained, in the channels they were
intended to supply, as the price at which they are sold

affords considerable profit to the retail vender. Several
friends have successfully exerted themselves, to introduce

them into small shops in their respective neighbourhoods;
an example, which your Committee hope will be followed

in every town and village in the country.

They have also been found very useful as Reward
Books, for the youngest children of Sunday and other

Schools, for whom a great want of suitable publications has

hitherto been felt. It should be remembered, that youth is

ever attracted by what is pleasing to the eye and gratifying

to the taste ; and if young scholars are not supplied with

wholesome fruit, it cannot be surprising, that they should be
induced to gather the tempting, but poisonous trash, which
they will find abounding in their paths. Those who instruct

children to read, have a right to direct thera as to what they
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should peruse ; but if they do not furnish them with a
suitable supply, can they complain of the consequences
which so often result from their being left to provide for
themselves i

Although the first numbers of this Series appeared only
a few months since, upwards of Nine Hundred and Twenty
eight Thousand have been circulated ; and they have invaria-
bly been received by juvenile readers, with an avidity which
the original promoters of the design had by no means ven-
tured to anticipate. Two Thousand of this Series have
been granted to the Infant Schools, at Spitalfields and
Westminster.

The small Hand Bills have met with an increased
demand; and the experience of the past year, strongly con-
firms their suitableness for general, and extensive gratuitous
distribution.

Some additions have been made to the Children's Book
Series ; and your Committee would state a few particulars

respecting this branch of their labors.

From the formation of your Institution, the impor-
tance of this object has been deeply felt; and the brief
account of the Origin and Progress of the Religious Tract
Society, printed in the year 1803, expressly mentions the
want of small books for juvenile readers, among the causes
which led to the formation of your Society. Speaking of
the progress of Sunday Schools, it says, *' It became neces-
sary to provide for the exercise of the growing ability,

which children were rapidly acquiring, to lead their minds
to subjects calculated to please and to purify them, and thus

endeavour to convert providential advantages into spiritual

blessings."

Several of your earliest friends exerted themselves to

supply publications suitable for the young. These were
for some time, included in the other Series of Tracts; but,

in the year 1809, a separate Series of Reward Books was
formed, to which additions were annually made ; they were
sold as your other Tracts, and also in stiff covers. The
latter having been generally preferred, a Series exclusively
in that form, was commenced in the year 1813 ; which,
during eleven years, has gradually increased to its present
extent, and, from time to time, has been benefited by the
introduction of those advantages which the progress of the

graphic art, and improvements in typography, enabled your
Committee to supply.

If this object was deemed important upwards of

twenty years ago, how much more so is it at the present
time, when, by the universal establishment of Schools, and
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especially by that mighty engine of instruction, the Sunday
School system of our land, it is calculated that more than

Two Hundred Thousand juvenile readers are added every

year, to the mass already athirst for information, and, at the

same time, comparatively destitute of the means to ob-

tain it.

Your Committee rejoice to be enabled to add, that their

attention to this department has been productive of benefit,

far beyond the extent of their own labours. When your
Society commenced its exertions for the Young, it stood

almost, if not quite, alone ; very few publications then

appeared exclusively for Children. Now, the case is widely

altered :—the number of your Children's Books issued

during the past year, amounts to One Million, Six Hundred
and Eighty-eight Thousand, Seven Hundred and Sixty ;

but, during the same period, probably more than four

times that number have been published, by other Societies

and individual booksellers. Your Committee do not re-

gret to witness the exertions of others in this department,

nor to see the immense variety of Tracts now on sale,

at other depositories ; it is true, they may say, " We have
labored, and other men have entered into our labors ;' but

they fervently wish success to all who engage in this work.

They can sincerely say, " God speed!" being well con-

vinced, that although the press has proceeded, during the

last few years, with a rapidity far beyond the most enlarged

anticipation, yet it has by no means kept pace with the pro-

gress of instruction.

Your Committee cannot view this increased attention,

on the part of other Societies and individuals, as calling

upon your Institution to slacken its own efforts. Alter all,

what has been done i—A brief calculation will shew. To
the Millions of Tracts circulated through the kingdom, from
your Depository, during the last twenty-five years, suppose
that an equal number, from other sources, has been added.
Calculate the number of readers who have existed in the

British Isles, during the same period, and suppose that an
equalized distribution could have been made among them :

—

what would have been the result '—During the whole of the

twenty-five years, each individual would not have received

more than six Tracts or Children's Books ;—and one little

Book, or Religious Tract, in four years,will hardly be deemed
a sufficient supply ! If all the labors of those who have en-

gaged in these departments, whether from motives of busi-

ness, or a desire of usefulness, have effected no more, surely

there is " ample room and verge enough," wherein all may
exert themselves ; and more laborers are required for the
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field, seeing that *' there remaineth yet very much land to

be possessed," even in the lot of our own inheritance.

The attention of your Committee has also been called

to a circumstance unparallelled in the history of literature.

They allude to the great number of small publications now
issuing from the press, at regular intervals. It is calculated

that One Hundred and Fifty Thousand copies of these are

published every week, in the Metropolis alone. Many of

them are Romances, Novels, Plays, Farces, and Tales of a
very improper description ; these, with much other objection-

able matter, are presented in a cheap and attractive form,

and circulated with extraordinary activity. We now hear
little of the appalling falsehoods and chilling doctrines of

infidelity ; but the enemies of the truth have assumed a
more insidious garb, and proceed by the equally dangerous,

though less obtrusive plan, of exciting the evil passions of

human nature. Some among these publications are of a
better description, and a few are engaged in the cause of

truth ; but a large proportion are pernicious in their tendency.

Your Committee have been frequently called upon to

publish small works, at regular intervals ; the subject was
mentioned to them nearly five years ago, and has several

times been renewed ; its importance was felt and acknow-
ledged, but various circumstances prevented it from being

carried into execution. The circulation of the publications

above mentioned, caused several friends of your Society,

last year, again to bring the subject before your Committee.
After full consideration, they resolved to obey this call;

and, on the First of January, they commenced the Tract
Magazine, and The Child's Companion, each to be

continued monthly.

The object and design of these small Publications

have been already stated to the subscribers and friends of

the Institution, and they have received very general and

increasing approbation. Upwards of One Hundred and

Ninety-one Thousand of the first five numbers have issued

from your Depository ; their sale has increased with each

succeeding month, aiid during the last few weeks, there has

been an extraordinary demand for the earlier numbers.

These little works have rendered the Quarterly Extracts

unnecessary, and upwards of One Hundred Pounds is thus

annually saved to the Society, for your Committee were

unable to circulate them, except gratuitously. But a more

important object is attained ; the proceedings and corres-

pondence of your Society is extensively circulated ; it is

communicated to the members and friends of the Institution

every month, instead of once in three months, and it now
possesses regular chauuels uf monthly communication, similur
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to every other Institution of mag^nitude. These Publi-

cations are also short Tracts, appearing at regular intervals
;

they meet the wishes of many friends, who distribute Tracts
by gift or loan, at certain periods, and include many short

and valuable pieces, which would otherwise be lost.

Your Committee state these particulars, not considering
what they have done to be commensurate to the important
circumstances which called for the measure, nor supposing
that their feeble efforts can fully counteract the polluted

stream, now daily flowing from the press ; but to satisfy their

friends that they have not been slumbering at their posts,

wholly regardless of their duty. Even these feeble exertions

may be made useful ; and if but one soul is turned from
darkness unto light, by the instrumentality of these little

works, surely they will not have been published in vain.

During the last year, the following New Auxiliaries

and Associations have been formed :

—

ANDOVER.
BATTERSEA & CLAPHAM, Ladies

BLANDFORD.
CAMBRIDGE, Ladies,

DISS, Methodist.

DORCHESTER.
GRAVESEND.
HARLESTON.
NEWPORT, Isle of Wight.

NEWTON ABBOT.
PETERSFIELD.
SITTINGBOURNE.
STILTON, Female.

STOWMARKET, Independent.

STRATFORD, Essex, Methodist.

TENTERDEN, Methodist.

TRURO, Methodist.

VAUXHALL.

Your Committee rejoice to be able to state, that from
the Auxiliaries and Associations, in connexion with your
Institution, the sum of £1,042. 10s. Sd. has been received,

during the past year, being an increase of £167. 12s. 7d.

compared with the year preceding.

For this support your Committee desire to express their

warmest thanks ; it has enabled them to enlarge their

Foreign Operations, and to aid the Missionary exertions in

distant lands. Nor is this the only point in which the in-

creased activity of your Auxiliaries is valuable. The design

of your Society is to benefit our own country, as well as

foreign nations; and it is always found, that increased

attention to the wants of their respective neighbourhoods,

causes your Auxiliaries to render more assistance to the

general objects of your Institution. The more assiduously

we cultivate the field of our labors at home, tiie larger will

be the produce applicable to the wants of other lands.

A circumstance of considerable importance, connected
with your Auxiliaries, has lately engaged much attention

from your Committee.
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The Religious Tract Society, in common with every
other religious and benevolent Institution, has found the
efficiency of its operations depend much upon its Auxiliaries,
and their efforts generally have a tendency to languish and
decline without frequent intercourse with the- Parent Insti-

tution. This is universally felt and acknowledged ; and the
correspondence of every Society evinces considerable
anxiety, on the part of its Auxiliaries, to receive occasional
visits from friends well acquainted with the proceedings of
the Parent Institution.

For some years past, your Committee have received
many pressing applications of this nature, with which they
have always found great difficulty in complying, as the
Clergymen and Ministers, as well as most of the other
friends connected with your Society, were more deeply
engaged for other Institutions, and thus were unable to

render that assistance abroad, which otherwise they would
have rejoiced to afford.

This difficulty has increased with each succeeding year,
and your Committee have lately found themselves exceed-
ingly embarrassed thereby. During the last year, they had
the mortification to see several valuable and important
Auxiliaries languishing almost to dissolution, from their

inability to find friends to visit the districts in which they
were^ situated ; and although they were enabled, by the kind
assistance of some friends, to attend partially to the pressing

wants of some districts, yet, from various circumstances,

this could not be done so extensively as was needful, and
some Auxiliaries have actually become extinct.

Another circumstance also required their notice. The
friends in question, to whom your warmest thanks are due,

gave, in the handsomest manner, their services gratuitously,

and the Members of the Society, in the places they visited,

kindly endeavoured to lighten the travelling expenses to your
funds; but the amount unavoidably expended in correspon-

dence, various unsuccessful applications, and travelling-

charges, with other contingencies, amounted to a sum which
convinced your Committee, that they must adopt some more
regular plan for future proceedings; and, in addition to the

pecuniary charge, the time and labor consumed in making
these arrangements, threw the business of your Society

seriously into arrear.

Thus the prosperity, and almost the existence of your

Society, was found to depend upon the arrangement of some
more efficient and systematic correspondence with your

Auxiliaries, that they mrgiit be excited to more activity in

their respective districts, and have the wants of other lands
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brought more distinctly before them. Upon calculation,

your Committee found, that the expense of an Agent for the
purpose, would be, proportionally, far less than the cost of
the friendly, yet desultory, assistance hitherto afforded,

while the direct advantages would be exceedingly great.

The details of business, to which such an agent would
be called to direct his attention, as well as the neutral
ground occupied by your Society, required the selection of
a layman ; while it was indispensable that he should be
devoted to the cause of your Society, and only engage in

the work from disinterested and Christian motives.
The wishes of your Committee unanimously centred in

one of their number, who had labored in your cause for three
years, and had shewn, that in every respect he was eminently
qualified for such an office. This unanimous wish was
intimated to him ; he felt it his duty to give full considera-
tion to so important a subject ; eventually, he deemed the
call too strong and too important to be negatived, and he
has become your Agent for Auxiliaries.

Your Committee trust that this arrangement will enable
them, in the course of the ensuing year, to form a system for

the regular visitation of your Auxiliaries and principal Cor-
respondents ; and that this valuable assistance, together with
the frequent and extensive circulation of intelligence res-

pecting your Society, by the Tract Magazine, will give
increased activity and efficiency to the proceedings of your
Institution, and be productive of an increase of its resources.

Upon this subject your Committee will only further
remark, that they are confident every Member and friend of
the Society, who is acquainted with the individual in ques-
tion, will participate in their gratification at announcing
the success of their application ; and they deem it but
justice to add, that the actual and prospective advantages
he has relinquished, to labor in the cause of your Society,
prove that his decision has been disinterested, and could
only have been adopted from a sense of duty, and a desire
of usefulness.

It is rather singular, that while your Committee had
this subject under consideration, they were apprized, that a
similar appointment had been found necessary by the
American Tract Society ; it was, in course, still more needed
in your Institution.

Among other pleasing circumstances connected with
your Auxiliaries, your Committee rejoice to observe an in-

crease of Associations for circulating Tracts in their re-

spective districts. This is one of the most important means
of usefulness in the present day ; but it has hitherto been
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comparatively neglected. Nor is this surprising : the human
mind is always more inclined to look forward to great things
than to rest contented with a patient perseverance in well
doing, if confined to smaller objects. The innate pride of
our nature renders us unwilling to stoop to the day of small
tilings, and when the heart has been changed by divine
grace, the desire to see others partake as extensively as
possible of the same inestimable benefits, often induces the
Christian to pass by the good which he might personally per-
form, while looking towards the more extensive advantages
in the diffusion of which he would wish to participate. It

is difficult to sit down and attend patiently to the minutiae
of a district ; but this is a real and most effectual means of
doing good. A great moral change cannot be the work of
one, many must unite therein ; and he who will patiently

work at small things, and is contented to wait for tJie effects

which under the divine blessing may be expected gradually
to result from his labors, although he casts but a mite into

the treasury, yet in reality contributes more than many who
bring more splendid offerings. It is the same to the Lord
" to save by many or by few," and He has ever especially

recognised the patient continuance in well doing of the

feeblest of his flock. These remarks apply strongly to the

case of Tract distributors. Almost every operation con-
nected with the Tract Society has proceeded from small
beginnings. To be effective in this cause, wealth and con-
sequence are not necessary. In one county Sixteen Asso-
ciations have resulted immediately from the exertions of a
poor day-laborer; and in another district, among those who
though rich in faith are poor as to this world's goods, an
association has arisen formed and supported by a contribu-

tions of a halfpenny per week. It is not intended by these

remarks to speak slightingly of the exertions of those be-

nevolent individuals to whom Providence has assigned a
larger portion of temporal blessings, and who consider

themselves as stewards of the charge committed to them;
but to point out that in this cause in particular the poorest

may labor with effect, as the circulation of Tracts itself

strengthens the hands of the person employed therein. If

the poorest can thus labor with effect, surely the rich may
exert themselves still more efficiently. Your Committee
can reckon among their most valued friends some of this

description, who have found by personal experience that

nothing is more gratifying to their poorer brethren, than to

find an interest in their welfare manifested by those whom
they have generally regarded at a distance. Many a Cler-

gyman of the Established Church has experienced that your



Xxri TWENTY-FIFTH REJ»ORT. [1824.

Tracts are valuable assistants in the discharge of his paro-

chial duties. They are present when he is absent; they en-

force and repeat the arguments he has expressed, and, by
supplying the minds of his people with wholesome food,

they exclude much that would counteract his labors. Nor
are they less valuable to the Dissenting Minister; they also,

for him, repeat at home and enforce the arguments he has

delivered in public; they supply him with an able band of

auxiliaries, aidmg his attempts to diminish the masses of evil

which exist within the field of his operations. Armed with

these, he can go forth into the neighbouring villages, exciting

a thirst for the waters of life. Our Saviour's last command
to his disciples was, " Go, preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture," and though no individual can possess physical powers
sufficient to attempt the performance of more than a very

limited portion of this precept, yet, aided by these little mes-
sengers, he may effect a thousand-fold what he could other-

wise perform * Who then is justified in neglecting to avail

himself of a means of usefulness within the power of every
one to attain.

The Annual Subscriptions received during the past year,

amount to £1,105. 9s.; a larger sum than has hitherto been
received in any year, since the formation of your Society,

and your Committee would notice it as a proof of the in-

creased public estimation in which your Society is held.

The gratuitous issues and grants of money, during the
past year, amount to £1,583. 17s. 5f/. ; the loss on Hawker's
Tracts to £141. Ss. 4d. : in the whole, £1,725. Os. 9d.;
exceeding, by £379. 5s. 5d. the amount similarly applied
during the preceding year.

Whether this sum is to be increased or diminished in

future years, must depend upon the Subscribers and Contri-
butors to your Institution ; or rather, it will depend upon
Him whose is the silver and the gold, and who alone can
incline our hearts to labor in His cause.

It is His cause; and if He give His blessing, it must
continue and prosper. \our Committee desired to labor
herein to the utmost of the ability given to them ; and,
during the past year, the whole amount received from Sub-
scriptions, Donations, and Contributions, whether from
Auxiliaries or individuals, has been applied to the Foreign
grants and gratuitous issues of Tracts, at home and abroad,
with the expenses attending that portion of your labors.

* A friend, in a midland county, has purchased of your Society, during
the past year. Tracts to the amount of One Hundred and Fifty-six Pounds,
which he has circulated by his personal exertions ; and, at Exeter, the
Rev. S. Kilpin continues his active labors in the cause of your Society.
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They would recommend this course to be pursued during
future years ; every contributor to your funds will then be
aware that the whole amount he has given, is applied to

extending the knowledge of the truth, to operations upon
which no difference in opinion can arise, among those who
desire to make known the unsearchable riches or Christ.

Upon this ground your CommiUee would earnestly

appeal for increased pecuniary aid. Four times the present
amount of your annual income would not enable them fully

to supply the applications actuality made for assistance; and
the many fields which promise an abundant harvest, if your
Committee had means to engage in their culture, would
enable them beneficially to apply any sum which might be
committed to their charge. Much, it is true, has, under the

divine blessing, been effected, but more, infinitely more,
remains to be done.

Twenty-five years have passed away since your Society
first assembled to hear a Report of their proceedings; and,

on arriving at such a period, your Committee would briefly

advert to the original conductors of the Institution.

The twelve individuals who first undertook the impor-
tant charge, all yet survive; the changing scenes of life,

during twenty-five successive years, have, at different inter-

vals, compelled most of that number to relinquish an active

part in the direction of your concerns ; but they are all found
among the Members and friends of your Society—they

rejoice in its increasing usefulness, and pray for the pros-

perity of your Zion.

Two are still engaged in your service; and, although

the magnitude of the noblest Institution of the present day
has compelled one of them to devote to that most important
work, a large portion of the attention, which he was once
enabled to give exclusively to your Society, yet he still

labours for you to the extent of his ability, and his pen is

still engaged in your cause. At the last Anniversary you
heard him regret, that he was unable to render to you the

full assistance he could wish ; and you told him, that you
neither could object to his engagements in such a cause, nor
allow him to withdraw from your concerns. He then

renewed his pledge, that while health and strength remained,

he would willingly be found in your service; and, if the

powers of nature should fail, disabling him from any efibrts

in your behalf, yet, " while his trembling limbs could bear

him to your annual assembly, he would hope to derive new
strenjith from the animating scene."

This pledge you rejoiced to receive ; no Member of

your Society can regret his absence in that great work, but
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all will unanimously hope, that the day to which he alluded,

when his presence alone will be all the service he can render
your cause, may be far distant. Even then, his presence
will recal the most pleasing recollections, and excite you to

renewed exertions, that many, may by the Divine blessing,

be brought to join the bright assembly above, where those
who have planted, those who have watered, and those who
have received the increase, shall rejoice together, in glory
everlasting.

While thus referring to a Founder of your Institution,

need your Committee say, that they are not forgetful of one
with whom his name has long been associated, in the pro-

ceedings of your Society. While your records exist, that

name cannot be forgotten, and when they have perished,

many bright memorials of his works and labors of love
will survive to all eternity.

Nor can your Committee refrain from adverting to him
who, for twenty-five successive years, has, with only one
exception, presided at your Anniversaries. He also has been
spared, till he beholds '* the little one become a thousand,"
and has witnessed many instances of good resulting from
your labors, which, by the blessed influences of the Holy
Spirit, " have distilled as the dew, as the small rain upon
the tender herb, and as the showers upon tlie grass;" and
the Committee are confident he will join the sentiment which
has ever been expressed from your Society, " Not unto
us O Lord ! not unto us, but unto Thy Name give the glory
and praise !"

Many an anxious hour has passed since he engaged in

your service; but he, and all occupied therein, have ever
found, that '' as their day, so has their strength been."

Looking back to the time when he announced, that the
issues of your Tracts, had amounted to Two Hundred
Thousand ; and viewing this account, now enlarged to Sixty
Millions, with many Millions printed in other nations

and languages, he would call upon you to proceed fearlessly

in your course, looking to the Most High for guidance and
strength, assured that He will cause you to rejoice, and '* to

gather of the abundance of the seas."

With your Secretaries, he is willing to be found engaged
in the blessed work, till the hour shall arrive when his hand
can no longer be raised in your service, when his eyes will

no longer behold this animating scene, and his tongue can no
longer say, *' Be ye not weary and faint in vi^eil-doing."

When that hour shall arrive, he would wish still to rejoice

in the prospects of extending usefulness; and though he will

not be permitted to behold ** the good land and the goodly
mountains yet Id be possessed/' he would desire to be fuuiul
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urging you to " go over and possess it," " taking good heed
to yourselves that you love the Lord your God."

* Time rolls his ceaseless course ;' those whose hopes
and fears are all centred on the things of time, may * wait

ail weak and withered of their force,' trembling ' on the

verge of dark eternity;' but not so they, who, as faithful

stewards, have sought to perform their Master's will. They
can rejoice with His servants of old, and, amid the storms
and trials of this life, look forward to depart in peace. Age,
with its accompaniments, is not a source of doubt and
anxiety to them, for " the hoary head is a crown of glory, if

found in the way of righteousness!"

Here your Committee would close their Report. If any
good has resulted from the labors of the past year, they
would desire to ascribe all to Him who is " God in heaven,
and ruleth over all the kingdoms of the heathen, in whose
hand alone is power and might, so that none is able to

withstand." (See 2 Chron. xx, 6.) In the Lord is all righ-

teousness and strength ; and this is our encouragement.
" Therefore, beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as

ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord." In His
work all are required to engage ; it is not enough to raise an

ensign from afar, and stand aloof from the field ;
** for to

him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it

is sin"
Who then seeks to excuse himself from this contest.?

—

Under the banner of your Society even the feeblest may
enlist; and, by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, your little

messengers, like the smooth pebbles of the brook, may * lay

a giant low,' " casting down every high thing that exalteth

itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into capti-

vity every thought, to the obedience of Christ."

But *' the weapons of our warfare are not carnal;" we
would seek to persuade men, and to declare the tidings of

great joy—the unsearchable riches of Christ. On this errand

of mercy your little messengers proceed, not flying abroad

like the mighty roll beheld in prophetic vision, declaring

only " the curse that goeth forth over the whole earth ;" but

deriving their message from that angel, who, flying in the

midst of heaven, has the everlasting gospel to preach unto

them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kin

dred, and tongue, and people. And, while they declare the

wrath of God as revealed from heaven, against all ungodli-

ness and unrighteousness of" men, ihey point to the Saviour

as the Lamb of God that takelh away the sin of the world,

who has declared, that he will give unto Him that is uthitst
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of the fountain of the water of life freely. These truths alone

can smooth the rugged paths of life, and impart peace to the

dying pillow—they have alike supported the peasant and the
prince, the learned and the unlearned, at their last hour.

Let those to whom the affairs of your Society may be

committed, in future years, desire to proceed upon this

errand of mercy, ascribing all blessing, honour, and glory,

and power, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb, for ever and ever. Then they may pursue their

course without anxiety, relying on His promise, " Commit
thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in Him, and He shall

bring it to pass."

Contributions from Auxiliary Societies.

ABINGDON 2'

ALNWICK !.,..' 2 10 O
ALTON 1 1 o
ANDOVER 10 6
BANBURY

. . ...200
BARNARD CASTLE, Independent 2
BASINGSTOKE 1
BATH, Church of England 5

, A rgyle Chapel 5
BEDFORD 2 10
BERWICK UPON TWEED *,. l o
BIDEFORD 2 12 6

, Juvenile , l 1
BIRMINGHAM, Carr's-lane 15

, Ebenezer Chapel 2 2
, Peck-lane, King-street 2 2

BISHOP'S STORTFORD 30
BLANDFORD 5
BOSTON 20
BOURTON ON THE WATER 2 2
BRENTWOOD 1
BRIGG 8 10
BURY ST. EDMUND'S 1 5
CAMBRIDGE 25—-—

, Ladies' 1
CARLISLE 12
CHATHAM, Female 6
CHELMSFORD 17
CHESTERFIELD 1 1

CLAPHAM 10
COLCHESTER 20
l^KAL 2 10 6
DEVIZES 5
DEWSBURY 3
DORCHESTER 1 5
DORKING 17
DUNSTABLE 1 1DURHAM ; 3
FARNHAM •• 3 q q
FOLKESTONE 1 10
FULHAM 1 1 b
GLOUCESTER .'

5
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GREENWICH
GUILDFORD, Peimy-a-Week Society
HADLEIGH and KERSEY
HARLESTON
HAVVORTH, KEIGHLEY, and OXENHOPE
HENLEY ON THAMES
HINCKFORD HUNDRED, Essex
HUDDERSFIELD
HULL

, Produce of a Sermon at the Holy Trinity ChHrcli,

by Rev. Hugh M'Neil, M.A
ILFRACOMBE, Bethel Union

, for General Purposes
IPSWICH
KIMBOLTON
LEEDS
LEIGH SINTON, Worcestershire
LINCOLN
LITTLEBURY
LONDON, Adelphi

Camberwell
Chelsea
City of London Auxiliary
Clerkenwell
Female Servants* Association
Hoxton Academy

- Sunday School .......
Kensington
Kingsland
Mulberry Gardens and Ebenezer
New Court
Orange Street

Poplar Bethel Union
Rotherhithe
Sboreditch

Female ,

Silver Street Juvenile

Sion Chapel
Southwark. ,

Juvenile ,

St. George's Hanover Square
Tonbridge Chapel
Virginia Row ,

Walworth
MACCLESFIELD
MAIDSTONE
MANCHES 1 ER AND SALFORD
MANSFIELD
MARKET HARBOROUGH
MARLBOROUGH
MEGAVISSEY
MILDENHALL
NEWARK
NEWBURY, Baptist
NEWPORT PAGNEL
NORWICH
NOTTINGHAM
PENRYN
PERTH
PETERSFIELD
POPLAR AND LIMEHOUSE, Bethel Union
PORT.SEA
PORTSMOUTH, Bethel Union

£^
5
4

12
1

5
.5

30
to
•ib

14
3
5
10
4

100

6

5

10
7
8
8
!2

2
2

20
3
1

10
10
1

2

15
5

25
10
15
3

25
7
5
25
11

8
3
2
2

2
7

20
10
3
5
1

1

9
1

11
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APPENDIX.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

No. I.

INDIA AND CHINA.

1. From the Rev. W. Reeve, President of the Bellory Auxiliary
Tract Society.

Mission House, Bellary, October 9th, 1823*

JLN forwarding to you the Fifth Report of our Auxih'ary, I am
sure it will rejoice your heart to learn, tliat the Religious Tract
Society, together with her sister institutions, is evidently gaining
ground in India. At the last anniversary our funds did not exceed
Three Hundred and Eighty-six Rupees, Two Annas; they amount
now to more than Eight Hundred and Sixty-two Rupees. In the

year that preceded that anniversary we had put in circulation no
more than Twelve Thousand Five Hundred and Ninety-two Tracts;

but during the last year, we had the pleasure of distributing

Twenty-six Thousand, Seven Hundred, and Thirty-four.

It is not a little pleasing and encouraging to receive, with
frequent repetition, notes from persons occupying stations of rank
and influence, requesting a supply of Religious Tracts to scatter in

their circles, and begging the acceptance of successive donations

to replenish our funds. Such gratifications were rare, and almost

entirely unknown to us a few years since.

Our proceedings were wont formerly to be either narrowly

watched, with a prejudiced mind and jealous eye, or to be insig-

nificantly regarded, as the futile efforts of weak-minded visionaries,

and inflated enthusiasts. More correct sentiments now prevail

;

greater liberality is shewn, and a better feeling is entertained.

Candid investigation has proved the happy corrective of gross

mistakes and false opinions. The long neglected and despised

liitle Tracts, which many individuals once supposed it would dim
the polish of their education even to peruse, have at length gained

a reading; at first from motives of curiosity, or something worse,

but at last, with a humble and earnest desire to find out the truth ;

thus that knowledge has been attained, compared with which all

other is dross.

The Tracts have been pioneers, in clearing the way to the

A
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Bible ; the Bible has brought the anxious enquirer lo the House of

God; and llie appearance in the sanctuary has been followed by
an open and public profession of attachment to the doctrines of

the Cross, and devotedness in heart anJ life to that Saviour who
" died that we might live; who bled that man might never die."

This state of things we hope to see increasing every year; so

that, in a short time, it may be confidently expected, that the Reli-

gious Tract Society will have friends and supporters in every part

of the globe. And when the Holy Spirit, in all his gracious and co-

pious eftnsioii, is poured out upon British India, upon China, and
upon all the Islands in the Eastern Se^s, then uhat viillions of Tracts

will be sought after! and what a glorious harvest shall reward the

labours of Christian benevolence! Faith bids us look forward,

and justifies our most sanguine expectations, as to the rapid

approach of that day, when " the kingdoms of this world shall

become the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ, and when He
shall reign for ever and ever." In the mean time, lot us continue
" stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

forasmuch as we know that our labour shall not be in vain in the

Loid."

2. Prtim the Fifth R^poft of the Bellary Auxiliary Tract Society.

The whole of that moral good which results from the labours

of Christian benevolence, is not always revealed to the agents of

it in the present world, lest they should be lifted up with pride,

and take that glory to themselves, which belongs alone to the

great Author of" every good and perfect gift."

There is a general promise given us, under various forms, in

the Sacred Volume, th<»t the feeblest efforts made to advance the

kingdom of Christ among men, when begun, carried on, and ended
Willi a single eye to the divine glory, shall be ultimately successful.

This encouragement, in the absence of every other, should prove

sufHcient at all times to support our faith, to animate our hopes^

and to inspire our warmest zeal.

The Heligious Tract Society, from the peculiar nature of its

labours, necessarily precludes the opportunities of ascerlainiug

the extent of its usefulness so readily and so frequently as in the

case of kindred institutions. Where, for instance, oral instruction

is communicated, whether in the public ministry of the Gospel,

or through the medium of parochial and other Schools, the objects

of the philanthropist's soHcitude are perpetually before his eyes ;

one eflbrt succeeds another ; "line upon line, and precept upon
precept," follow each other in rapid succession, until, at lenglji,

light begins to break in upon the dark mind; the gloomy shades

of ignorance flee before the rising dawn ; the power of the H(dy
Spirit renews the soul ; the sinner is saved from the error of his

ways, and the voice of God, by the mouth of the Prophet, being

heard and obeyed, he " arises and shines, for his light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon him." Now, while in the
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case of tbe Religious Tract Society, the same "benign object is

proposed, the same legitimate fruits are promised, and the same
delightful effects must, to a greater or less extent, be eventually
produced; yet, as the objects designed to be benefited by its

exertions are so soon, and often so far, removed from view, it is

evident we must in general, remain ignorant of by far the greater
portion of the results until a future day. Therefore, in looking
back upon the labours of the year that is past, in recounting the

expeoses that have been incurred, and in reflccling upon the

jaumber of Tracts that have been put in circulation, we should
allow these sentiments to have their due weight and influence upon
our minds. The subscribers and friends to this Institution arc
called upon to recollect, that theirs is eminently a work of faith,

and the non-appearance of immediate success, must in no wise, be
suffered to damp their ardour, to diminish their iii)erality, or to

slacken their exertions. Whatever may be the present exercise

of patience, there is no room to despond— there is no ground for

despair. " He who holds on his way shall grow stronger and
stronger;" and those who faint not, shall, in due time reap thp

fruit of their labours.

Perhaps persons receiving Tracts from your Depository, may
have carried them to the other side of the globe, before they
referred to the wholesome truths they contain, or began to feel

the life-giving powers of that Word from whence they emanated,
and to which they lead. We may rest assured, that not a few
individuals, after being removed hundreds and thousands of miles

from the reach of our farther charities, have learned to prize the

Publications of this Society, because from them they have received

the glad tidings of the " kingdom, which is righteousness, and joy,

and peace in the Holy Ghost:" and no doubt can be entertained,

that in the last great day of final account, a vast multitude will

arise amidst the assembled universe, who, while they cast their

crowns at the Redeemer's feet, will point out the Religious Tract
Society, as the means, under God, of their salvation.

Your Committee would now render an account of the manner
in which they have fulfilled the trust committed to them, during
the past year.

The first thing worthy of notice, is the formation of a Branch
Tract Society at Bangalore. This pleasing event took place in

November, 1822 ; and the connexion has produced reciprocal

advantages. We have been enabled to meet their demands for

Tracts, in the English and three of the Native languages; and
they have contributed very liberally to our funds ; their remittances

amount already to 205 Rupees. Eight thousand Tracts, in four

different languages have been forwarded thither, niost of which
are now in the course of distribution, and another supply having

been solicited, four thousand more have just been sorted from the

Depository, and are on the eve of being despatched for that place.

With two European Regiments, four Native Biiltaliotis, and
a very large Native population, Bangalore and its vicinity affords
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a most important and wide field for the distribution of Religious

Tracts. Our friends there have been very assiduous to improve,

with prudence and wisdom, the opportunities of usefulness which
Providence has put into their hands. In this, as in every other

place, individuals have not been wanting to misinterpret and mis-

represent the motives of Christian benevolence. But, while the

Christian feels the tenderest pity, and offers up the most fervent

prayers, for the man who can feel a malignant delight in calum-
niating the good name, and the philanthropic exertions of his

neighbour, he strives to derive advantage from it, and that which
was intended to be his greatest harm, becomes ultimately his

greatest good.

The Tracts distributed at Bangalore have been received with

much eagerness, and read, it is hoped, with considerable attention.

In a recent communication, the Secretarj', speaking of the Tracts,

says, " We have reason to hope they have excited a spirit of

enquiry. I have frequently had opportunities of seeing Iheni in

the hands of the Soldiers, by some of whom they have been bound
into books."

At the contiguous and populous Station of Seringapatam,
the Committee have met with some things to cheer their hopes,

while others have tended to damp their ardour, and exercise their

faith. The Catholics, of whom many are found in these parts,

have discovered no small shyness in receiving the Tracts, and no
small abhorrence of the light, as well as bitterness against the truth,

by endeavouring to destroy those which had been circulated among
their companions. Some disputed the correctness of the l^en

Commandments, as stated in one of the Tracts ; and others, on
shewing them to their priest, and hearing them described as llje

production of heretics, at his request, either returned them to the

donor, or tore them to pieces. But some few, it is said, contrary

to the prohibitions of the priest, being convinced of the truth and
importance of the Tracts, hid them, to read and study in secret.

A number of the Tracts sent to Seringapatam were given to

Heathens, employed in the Gun Carriage Manufactory, who seem
to have been much interested by their contents ; several were so
impressed with what they had read, and felt so anxious to obtain

fresh supplies of Tracts, that they oifered money to have their

wishes gratified.

The friends of the Society at Seringapatam, being generally

in rather low circumstances, lament they have not been able to

forward us any subscriptions this year, and are therefore rather

reluctant in asking fresh supplies of Tracts ; though some thou-

sands might be distributed among the numerous inhabitants of the

city itself, and in the villages around, with great advantage.

The Tracts sent to Cannanore, for the use of His Majesty's

69th Regiment, now removed to VVallajubad, have been thankfully

received. Our correspondent mentions, that the pious Soldiers

felt themselves under great obligations to the Society; that the
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Tracts voted to tliein by your Committee had been widely dis-

persed ; that numbers were reading them with diligence, and he
hoped, in time, they would produce the desired effect.

The Association at Belgaum, still continues to contribute
handsomely to our funds. The sums received amount to Eighty-
six Rupees; and the Tracts, in English, Tamil, and Canarese,
forwarded thither, considerably exceed Four Thousand. A portion
of these have been divided among the Subscribers, for their own
use ; and the rest distributed among the British Soldiery, the
Native Seapoys ; the inhabitants of Shawpoor, Belgaum, and the
surrounding towns; and the Schools belonging to the Mission
Establishment there. The Seapoys, when not on duty, have been
seen improving their leisure, by reading the Tracts they had
received ; and, it is hoped, that this Society will one day reap
abundant fruits from the precious seed sown in this extensive
field. A friend, who was about to undertake a journey from
Belgaum to the Coast, took with him a supply of Tracts, which
he distributed in the several villages, as he went along. He says,
" I never travelled with less than a dozen, and sometimes more,
about my person, and it was very rare that ever I brought one to

my journey's end ; with such eagerness and avidity were they
seized by the villagers, and all seemed to read them with surprise

at their being in their own language ; and I very frequently left

them in groupes, listening to one of their number, reading the
Tract given to them. In all the Tracts I gave away, I was careful

to put them into the hands of one icho could read the language.
The English Tracts I distributed at Mulwan, among the few
European and Portugueze inhabitants there."

A pious Soldier, having to march to a distant station, solicited

a supply of Tracts, for the purpose of distribution among enquiring

Natives on the road. In a letter, received from him some time

ago, he says, " I consider it my duty to give you an account of
the expenditure of the Tracts, which the Society thought fit to

entrust to my care; and the following will, I hope,, prove satis-

factory. I went through the first village I came to, on the road
to Belgaum, taking a few Tracts in my hand, and soon meeting
with a School, I went in, and gave one to the Master, who read it

aloud, during which time numbers gathered around, and, to all

appearance, paid great attention. On the fourth day's march, I

again took some Tracts, and went through the village, till I saw a

few people collected together ; when, accosting them, I gave one
a Tract, who sat down and read it, during which so many came
about him that he was quite surrounded. After he had done, lie

requested that he might be allowed to keep it ; to this I consented,

and gave him some more, which he promised to distribute among
his neighbours. At the end of my next day's march, I went up
the village, and again met with a School. Here a grown-up boy

read one of the Tracts through, and begged of me to give it him

;

another also solicited one, and all the children seemed to pay much
attention while the boy was reading; it was in this way that I



6 INDIA. [25th Report,

distributed some of these silent speakers. Soon after leaving the

party, I gave the remainder to Corporal M'D to distribute,

which he did, and he informed me some were gladly received.

May God give them his blessing, and then they shall not be distri-

buted in vain ; and to his Name be all the praise
!"

Several other pious Soldiers have, in a similar manner, taken
large bundles of Tracts with them, when they were going a long
journey. Thus the enhghtening rays of divine truth have pene-
trated into many populous and extensive districts, which, but for

this means, might have remained, for many days to come, in their

original and deplorable darkness. Who can tell?— In this way,
" it may be the Lord will work for us ; for there is no restraint to

the Lord to save by many or by few." God sees the humble
endeavour, when unobserved by men ; and if that endeavour is

made in faith, and with a single eye to his glory, it shall not be
in vain.

Every Christian, however, confined may be his sphere, or

limited his means, has a talent committed to his care, and if he
does not improve it, he will undoubtedly incur that displeasure

which once fell upon the " wicked and slothful servant."

Your Secretary has, in the past year, been removed to

Cuddapah, where he is occupying a wide and important sphere of
labour. He took with him all the Teloogoo Tracts remaining in

the Depository ; but '^ what are these among so many 1"—A hun-
dred times the quantity would have been inadequate to satisfy all

the applications received. So impressed were the Committee with
the importance of this field for the distribution of Tracts, that they

made immediate enquiries of the Madras Tract Association, as to

the practicability of their superintending for us the printing of
2,000 Teloogoo Tracts on the Incarnation of Christ, and 2,000 of

Petumber Singh's Memoirs. The Committee of that Association

very kindly tendered to us the solicited aid, but the demands of
the printer were found to be so unreasonable and exorbitant, that

it was deemed prudent to wait a few months longer, till the Bellary

Mission Press should commence its operations. This long-expected

event, it is hoped, is not now very remote. Great are the advan-

tages that will accrue to this Society when it takes place. We are

at present labouring under the greatest embarrassments and diffi-

culties for the want of Native Tracts of all descriptions. Thou-
sands of persons who have applied here, at Cuddapah, and other

places, in the last year, for Teloogoo Tracts, have been met with

the repulsive cry, " We have none to give." We trust, however,

from the measures about to be adopted, that this state of things

will not continue long.

In addition to the places already noticed, as having been
supplied with Tracts from this Society, 100 have been sent to

Darwar; 800 to Kaladghee; 500 to Vizagapatam ; and 300 to

Hydrabad : and though no direct accounts have as yet been
received from either of these places, we doubt not the Tracts have

been distributed with prudence, wisdom, and economy ; and that
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the seed sown in faith, and watered with the dew of heaven, shall,

in due time, " spring up and bring forth fruit; in some thirty, in

some sixty, and in some a hundredfold."

The last scene that remains to be noticed, as having come
under the influence of this Society, is our own more immediate
neighbourhood.

In all the oflicial visits, made by the Rev. W. Reeve and hig

colleague to the Garrison and General Hospitals, care has always
been taken to see that the sick and afflicted were well supplied
with those selected Tracts, which are more especially adapted to
their particular circumstances. It has aftbrded them great grati-

fication, on several occasions, when entering the Hospitals, to
observe forty or fifty individuals, down a long ward, lying on their
beds, each with a Religious Tract in his hand. And they have been
informed, by persons always on the spot, who perform the duties
of superintendence and management, that, while there are many
so hardened and abandoned as to neglect these means of grace,
thus brought to them just on the brink of the grave, there are a
few who study the Tracts with attention and concern, when they
are absent, as well as when they are present.

One of the Members of your Committee has made a point of
going through the Kowl Bazar, up one street and down another,
enquiring of the most respectable inhabitants if they could read,
and whether they were willing to peruse any thing which treated on
the great concerns of their souls, and the way of salvation by
faith in Jesus Christ. Some received him with coldness; others
looked on him with suspicion and jealousy, as the author of inno-
vations, and the friend of a " new way," which neither they nor
their fathers knew any thing about; but a great number received
the Tracts with that eagerness, which appeared to indicate an
openness to conviction, and a desire to be informed. All the

Tracts thus distributed, as well as those given to Seapoys in the

Cantonments, from whom we have received many urgent applica-

tions, were in the Tamil language, for which we are placed under
great obligation to the Madras Tract Association, which, not long
since, very kindly forwarded to us a further supply.

A number of Tracts have been circulated also among the

Canarese and Gentoos, in the dift'erent Pettahs ; and, on some
occasions, they have been made the subjects of conversation at

weekly meetings, in a central part of the town, and their contents
solemnly enforced on tlie minds of those who could be prevailed

on to listen.

Several thousands of persons, from difterent parts of the

country, have, in the past year, visited the Mission House, to

most of whom Tracts have been given. Many in this multitude
have repeated their visits again and again, sometimes to ask for

Tracts, and sometimes to enquire into the meaning of those they
had obtained on former occasions ; and, now and then, to ask solu-

tions of difticulties, or answers to objections, and for more general

information on liie subjects which the Tracts had brought to their
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notice. Here, for the present, we must leave them, rememheruig
a " Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but God must give the

increase."

Two pious Soldiers, subscribers to the Society, have, for

some time past, been in the habit of spending an hour everj'

leisure evening, in reading a Tract through, for their own infor-

mation and edification, and inviting any of their neighbours to

come and sit with them, who might be disposed to hear. They
have, in this way, gone through a great number of Tracts ; several

individuals have occasionally dropped in to listen, and professed

themselves pleased and profited by the hour thus employed. Is

not this an example worthy of imitation?— Might not its more
general adoption lead to very beneficial results? Such efforts of
compassionate concern for the souls of our fellow-men, performed
with humility and prayer, done without ostentation and noise,

may, and we have every reason to hope will, be owned of God in

the conversion of many.
It has lately come to the knowledge of the Committee, that a

person at a neighbouring Station, dates his first serious impression

to a Tract he received while here; should this be the only instance

in which the labours of the Society have been crowned with success

— if, in one solitary case alone, the distribution of Religious Tracts

has pro\ed instrumental in " saving a soul from death," shouUI
not every Subscriber rejoice that eftects have been produced,
which shall remain to eternity.

At the last Anniversary we had in hand 31,900 Tracts ; out

of that number, the Committee have put in circulation, during the

past year 26,734. With such deduction, the Stock in the Deposi-

tory was brought very low, leaving in hand no more than 4,174, of
all descriptions. While thus impoverished, to increase our mtdti-

plied obligations, a very timely supply of English Tracts arrived

from the Parent Society, together with Thirty-two more Reams of
Printing Paper, so that the Depository now contains 13,574 Tracts ;

out of these there are only 778 Canarese Tracts, 316 Tamil, and
in Teloogoo none at all.

With this statement, the Committee close the account of their

proceedings. The great Lord of the Harvest lias permitted us,

though unprofitable servants, to occupy another year. In looking

back upon what has been done, we are ashamed, both on account
of the feebleness of our efforts, and for that imperfection of motive

which has too much to do with even our noblest and best endea-
vours. We too often forget, that " the Lord our God is a jealous

God, and that he will not give his glory to another." If we
always "endured as seeing Hiui who is invisible;" if we cared

less for that " praise which conieth from men ;" if we did all in

the nearer view of that day, when the secret spring of every action

shall be scrutinized ; and if we felt the holy kindlings of a more
fervent and disinterested love to the souls of men— who can doubt
(hat God would own our labours to an extent as yet unknown !

An ancient writer has observed, "It is truly noble to do great
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filings, and yet to esteem yourself as nothing." The iiitrusions of
pride, and the display of self, are to be vigilantly guarded against,
as our most insidious foes— as insuperable obstacles to extensive
success — and as those spots, which mar the beauty and eclipse the
splendour of the finest Institutions in the world.

Let us shew greater diligence, in fervent and importunate
prayer; let us seek to honour the Holy Spirit more, by pleading
without intermission for the out-pouring of his divine and sacred in-

fluences, and trust that the time will soon come when the benefits
arising from the dispersion of our Tracts will appear on every
hand, " Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God !"

—

Jehovah will " bow the heavens, and come down ;" He has already
begun to " make bare his holy arm in the sight of the nations

;"

and, ere many more years have rolled away, " all the ends of the
earth shall see his salvation."

3. From the Rev. C. Mead, Secretary to the Nagercoil
Religious Tract Society.

Nagercoil, Travancore, Nov. 16th, 1822.
You will be gratified to learn, that an humble attempt has

been made to establish a Native Tract Society, for this place and
neighbourhood. On the 31st. ult. Meetings were held at Palam-
cotta and Nagercoil, when a plan for the Society was unanimously
agreed to. The distance of fifty miles between the two Stations

prevented a General Meeting from being held at either ; however,
this had its good effects, in causing an interest to be felt in

favor of the Society, at two populous places, which has been
communicated to adjacent villages.

The Meetings at both places were very interesting, particu-

larly from the business of them being almost entirely conducted
by Natives. Our object is to make them interested in the success

of the Tract Society, and to teach them to provide for their own
wants, and those of their neighbours. Addresses had been pre-

viously distributed among our people, and the object of the Insti-

tution is clearly understood ; and we hope its importance is, in

some degree, appreciated. The addresses of the Natives present,

at both Meetings, were interesting; and the effects produced on
this novel occasion were greater than anticipated. We have long

wished to form a Society of this nature; but where Natives are

principally concerned, it is not easy to arouse them to exertion.

The subscriptions and donations received will enable us to

begin our work immediately ; but we are obliged to direct our

eyes to British Christians for assistance, to enable us to carry on

our plans to an extent in some degree proportionate to the wants

of the surrounding population. Very little of the gold of India

has hitherto flowed (through the direct medium of its inhabitants)

into the treasury of the God of the whole earth. We must con-

tinue to receive aid from Europe and America, until the Gospel is

better understood, and more cordially received by the Natives of

n
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Hindostan. Will not tens of thousands of Hindoos, converted to

the faith of Christ, be a sufficient return for the sums advanced"?

We should have been glad if we could, with propriety, have deno-

minated this an Auxiliary Tract Society to yours ; but, though we
hope to aid the object you have in view, to no inconsiderable

extent, we foresee it will not be by increasing the funds of the

Parent Society ; we shall, for some time, at least, require help of

this kind, rather than be able to impart it. The Society is estab-

lished on the same catholic plan as the Parent Society, and will

pursue the same object by similar means, Your Reports, and a

knowledge of your proceedings, have urged us to exertion. We
feel that we emanate from you, and claim an affiance to you ; and
though we cannot promise great things, you will not cast us off on
that account.

The London Missionary Society has furnished us with a press

and types. Some useful little works have been already published.

To carry on the objects of the Tract Society now formed, we only

require Paper. You have many calls on your funds ; but we feel

persuaded you will endeavour to assist us notwithstanding, to the

utmost of your power; at any rate, we shall have an interest in

your prayers and best wishes, and the recollection of this will be
like the shadow of a great rock, in a weary land, to the fatigued

traveller.

I shall not enlarge further at present. As we have a Meeting
and a Report half-yearly, to keep alive the spirit of exertion which
has begun to manifest itself on this important subject, you will,

I trust, soon hear from us again. We have abundant reason to

work while our day lasts; for it is generally a very short day that

is allowed to Missionaries, May the Great Head of the Church
smile upon our exertions, and bless yours abundantly.

4. Frmi the Rev. W, C. Loveless, Secretary of the Madras
Religious Tract Association.

November 21s/, 1822.
I SEND, by the packet which conveys this, our Fourth

Annual Report, from which you will see the state of our Asso-
ciation. Although it is not doing so much as you may expect,

and we most earnestly desire, yet we continue to labour, and, I

trust, are extending our exertions. I hope the perusal of the

Report will impart to your Society much pleasure. Every month's
observation affords us additional conviction, that the distribution

of Tracts is calculated to be eminently useful in India; and we
trust our Association will become the humble instrument of con-
tributing in some small degree to this good work.

Your Committee will sympathize with us in the mournful
ravages which sickness and death have made in our little circle.

These events are at all times most trying; but they are peculiarly

so with us, where those who are both able and inclined to help
are so few, that the entire weight of all the different Institutions
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for doing good lies upon them. These occurrences have been
much felt during the past year, and have tended greatly to retard
our exertions. We need, in these distant regions, a large measure
of divine grace, that we may " be stedfast and unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord."

We greatly rejoice in the increasing prosperity and usefulness
of your Society. The assistance you have afforded us has proved
exceedingly useful; and a continued supply of Printing Paper,
from time to time, as you may be able to aft'ord, will most effec-

tually aid the good cause, and be most thankfully received.

5, From the Fourth Report of the Madras Religious Tract
Association.

The distribution of Religious Tracts has been carried to an
amazing extent in Europe; and in the East we not only behold a
commencement of the same line of action, but have a prospect of
its being a considerable means towards the conversion of India.

You will learn from the Depositary's account, that during the
year there have been issued 2,736 English Tracts, 108 French,
2,001 Tamil, and 221 Gentoo. These have been circulated in the
Presidency, and the villages near it; also in Chingleput, Pondi-
cherry, Negapatam, Canjevaram, Chittoor, Vellore, Bangalore,
Nundydroog, Bellary, and Hyderabad, as well as in South Travan-
core, Tinnevelly, and Ceylon ; also some have been sent on board
of Ships in the Roads, for distribution among Sailors, and
others. There have been issued, from the commencement of
the Association to the present time, 40,487 Tracts ; although it

appears that 4,003 less have been issued this year than the last.

The reason to which you are to ascribe the decrease of the issue

of the present year, is not that your Committee have been unwil-

ling to supply, or others unwilling to distribute; but that our
stock of Tracts in the Native Languages has been, during most of
the year, totally inadequate to meet the demand— a circumstance
which, it is hoped, more recent measures will remedy.

The importance of our Association arises, as in this case may
be seen, from the central nature of our situation, which enables

us to communicate readily with the numerous parts of Southern
India, and to assist, in various ways, the operation, of other

Societies. You may feel it to be indeed an honour, to have
become the rallying-point for the many zealous friends of truth,

who think, with you, that the circulation of Tracts is an efficient

means of promoting the holy cause.

Your Committee advert, with much satisfaction, to the various

methods, in which Tracts are circulated. They have been borne

to the chamber of sickness—they have been made to solicit the

attention of the dying— they have been carried into the domestic

circle, and, in a moment when they little expected it, the company
of foolish triflers have been accosted in the language of serious

address, and an evident impression has been made. And, although
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it is desirable that we should a!»sail the kingdom of darkness in an

open and public manner, jet there is often also, in private

society, a favourable opportunity for exertions of this nature. It

will interest our friends to hear the particulars of an instance of

this kind. " One evening, a few months ago, when I was in com-
pany with several vain and trifling, females, 1 succeeded to turn

iheir minds to spiritual things, and put a Tract into each of

their hands. This unexpected circumstance raised their curiosity,

and every one of them began to read her Tract, while I continued

silent. After they had finished reading, they raised their heads,

and looked at each other and me in a very solemn manner;

—

conviction appeared to have impressed their minds, from the con-

versation that ensued. Before I left them, they begged of me to

supply them with more Tracts, which I did, and have reason to

hope that that day's impression still continues."

It is an advantage to your Association, that it is connected
with individuals who occasionally travel from place to place,

through different parts of the country. They have received a

supply of Tracts, the distribution of which has been by no means
fruitless ; ai^d here, a body of evidence is furnished by our corres-?

pondents, from which we shall make only brief selections.— It is

stated by one friend— I had givei^ to a Teloogoo man, who came
from the North, some time ago, the Teloogoo Tract on Regene-
ration. A few months after, he returned ; shewed me the Tract,

which 1 found much fingered ^nd used ; and begged for the

Isrge Book, meaning some part of the Teloogoo New Testament,
which I gave him.

It is observed, in another corpmunication, " Sometimes Tracts

have been given to heathens, who read them but half through, and
put them in a corner

;
yet these neglected little Books have found

their way to others, who, after they perused them, watched for an
opportunity to meet nie ; and when this opportunity offered, they

came two or three miles, to the place where I was, and related the

whole story. I have, at times, come to villages where the heathens

would not even touch a Tract, supposing that it was a pollution:

I have met them a year after, and they have requested the gift

with apparent ejjgerness.

" It is not only the common people to whom these books
have access ; but they are in the hands of many Brahmins ; I

am sure they are read by many, and by some they are recom-
mended ; others, who have warned the people not to read them,
have seen, to their mortification, that the people paid but little

attention to their exhortations.
" When I returned from my last excursion, I found, especially

at one place, the people pressing so much upon my palankeen, in

order to receive Tracts, that it was several times nearly upset;
and though I was engaged with them, from ten o'clock in the
morning, until seven in the evening, there was no decrease of
hearers, nor was the desire of reading the Tracts abattd, as llit're

were always new-comers, returning from the feast. I had the
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pleasure to see many of them on my way, as I followed them« with
their book in their hand, reading it to others while walking;

several stopped ray palankeen, to ask some explanation, until my
bearers got tired and prevented them.

" When I stayed in the School-house, at Kannipateor, a
respectable-looking young man came to my palankeen, and said,
' 1 am very much ashamed that I refused, some time ago, to accept
a book from you ; after you had gone, I met with one of my
friends, to whom you had given a book, which I took up and read ;

I have also read the other little books, and wish now to read a

large book. After some conversation, I gave him the Tract on the
Commandments. In the afternoon he came again, and offering me
some fruit as a present, begged me to pardon him, that he came
to ask another favour, for the book I had given him was not the

one he wished to read. I shewed him the New Testament, and he
replied, ' That is the very book I wish so much to read.'—This
man, who at first refused to read a Tract, was now anxious to

read the New Testament,"
You will be convinced, by these statements, that the friend

of Christianity has not to force the Tracts upon the notice of the

people ; but that they are, in many cases, received with avidity.

This disposition to read and enquire, we hail as the effect of
divine operation.

Another friend thus describes a Missionary visit—'" The
Tracts were carried by a young Native ; he opened the parcel,

and as soon as the people saw that the quantity was not sulWcient

for all who came expecting them, those who were nearest the

young man, rushed upon him, and by main force took them away
from him."

" A friend writes— " A country-born lady, in R' , read a

Tract I gave her, (Alleine's Alarm,) with great seriousness, which,
together with what I have been able to say, proved such a
blessing to her soul, that, a few nights ago, she put Sixty-five

Rupees into my hands, saying, nearly these words, * Sir, as long
as I keep this money, (unlawfully detained,) I cannot expect to be
happy in God, and I am grieved I have kept it so long;— take it,

and distribute it as you may think proper, as the individuals to

whom it belonged are now dead.'"

Our correspondent at Bangalore writes:— Some hundreds of
Tracts, in Canarese, Teloogoo, Malabar, and English, have been
put into circulation at this place, and the adjacent villages. One
young man, some time ago, informed me, that the perusal of a
Tract I had given him, made a deep impression on his mind. He
gave very pleasing evidence of a gracious change, some weeks
before he was laid on the bed of affliction ; and his departure from
this world, I believe, to him was gain. One interesting young
man, of good education, was first led to inquire, by reading a
Tract in Malabar. He has laid aside the mark of caste for about
three months, and is, I believe, kept back from making a public

profession of faith in Christ, and obedience to him, merely in
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consequence of the strict watch of his parents and friends.

Others might be mentioned as hopeful characters, who first were
brought to think seriously, by reading ihe Tracts or parts of the

Scripture."

True zeal will never want an expedient, and as illustrative of

this, your Committee quote the statement of a Member of the

Association.— " One opportunity that offered for the disposing of
Tracts, was a request made by a Society, in one of His Majesty's

Regiments, to endeavour to procure them a few Books, to lend

out among their comrades. I considered this as a favourable time

to distribute Tracts ; but, before I had procured the other Books
required by them, it occurred to me, that Soldiers might think

these valuable little works beneath their notice, and when they were
put in their way, they might either lay them aside, or carelessly

glance over them, and then they would be destroyed. A thought

suggested itself, that if the attention of the men could be called,

by something more alluring than a single Tract, it might secure a
more careful reading, and the end the Society had in view, in

distributing the Tracts, might be better answered. I therefore

selected one copy of each Tract, and had the whole bound up in

a neat Volume, which I gave to the Society, and have reason to

believe, that many have read the whole who would never have
read one by itself. A number of Tracts were distributed by me
at the Mount; at first a few only were sent, but those were
eagerly read, and requests made for more ; I supplied their wants,

as far as my stock would admit of, and when they had read copies

of the several Tracts in the Society's Depository, I furnished them
with other useful Books; the whole were received with much
thankfulness."

Another mode may be mentioned, as certainly having a claim

to novelty:—At Bangalore, a military gentleman has established

a Book Shop, in the Bazar, and in this place Tracts are fixed up,

pasted upon a board. " The plan," says our correspondent, *' is

simply this—an address, in large characters, * My brethren, we
are all sinners ; hear what the word of God says !'—then a num-
ber of passages collected in proof of what is asserted. A question

is written in large characters, " Are you convinced that you are

all sinners?— consider the awful sentence denounced against such!"

a number of passages follow. The Tract is written on a large

sheet of foolscap paper, and fixed up as we have stated."

It is worthy of being noticed, that there is an increasing

demand for the publications of the Society, in every quarter. A
communication from the North of Ceylon states, that " Many of

the Tracts which we have received, at different times, from your
Society, have been read, with much apparent interest, by the

Natives of this district. We only lament, that we have not been
able to obtain a larger supply. The want of printed Tracts has

compelled us to procure them written on Ollas, of which many
hundreds, of various kinds, have been distributed. Wc hope.
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however, that some plan will be adopted, before long, to procure
supplies of printed Tracts for this populous district."

Another respectable correspondent writes, " As there are a

few European Invalids here, I should like much to have a supply
of Tracts in English, for their use, and I have no doubt they would
be thankfully received, there being no Church at this Station, from
the paucity of the British residents. As our District has been
considerably enlarged, I shall commit part of the Native Tracts
to particular individuals, and direct them to give me a report of
the manner in which they may have been received by their means.
There are also several populous towns near us, in which are
many European inhabitants, such as Vellore, Arcot, Cuddalore,
Chittoor, &c. ; so that if I had some English Tracts, I might be
the means of distributing them usefully, by the co-operative assis-

tance of individuals with whom I am acquainted, at each of those

Stations.

'

The last quotation your Committee have to make, is from the

Northward.—" With respect to the distribution of Tracts iii the
English language, 1 have ever found the people among whom my
lot is cast, ready to receive, diligent to read, and eager to possess

Tracts of any description, but peculiarly those of an historic

nature ; narratives also are in continual request. During a late

journey, to the distance of three hundred miles S. W. of Vizaga-
palam, I was engaged in distributing the Sacred Scriptures, (though
I had but a small supply) and Tracts. Of the former I might
have distributed hundreds, had I possessed them."

Your Committee having concluded this imperfect sketch of
the occurrences of the past year, cannot omit to remind you, how
much still remains to be accomplished. If in Britain, that Chris-

tian country, where these Institutions, and many others, have long

been in vigorous operation, and where the general sentiments of
society are uniformly more or less moulded to a Christian form

—

if there, it is still found indispensable that no effort be relaxed,

how much more necessary, that we should not be " weary in well-

doing," who are in the midst of a people " wholly given to idolatry."

Cast your eye around upon India, and see how many zealous and
ardent friends of religion wait for the Tracts which you may issue,

and how many tribes yet remain unblessed.

6. From the Rev. Joseph Knight, Missionary in Ceylon.

The disposition of most of the people to receive Tracts is

encouraging. Mr. Knight gives the following narrative of an

excursion, in company of a friend, to Chavacherry, about twelve

miles from Jaffna. (See the Missionary Register.)

At NavacoUey, hearing that some people were assembled to

perform ceremonies at a small temple near at hand, we went to

them, and met with a better reception than we expected. When
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we arrived, the Brahmin was distributing consecrated ashes to

smear on the face; but he afterwards went inside, and we saw no
more of him. We obtained leave to enter the porch of the temple,

and had a Tract read, which pointed out the folly of worshipping

and trusting in idols, and made known a Saviour to them. One
of them, who seemed a principal person, grew uneasy before it

was finished : they listened, however, to the whole. Some expla-

natory remarks were also given ; after which, according to their

custom, they bid us go.

We distributed a few Tracts in this village. As the sun began
to decline, we left for Chavacherry, where we were kindly received

and hospitably entertained by Mr. Vanderlinden, a Dutchman,
and magistrate of the place. There is, close by Mr. Vanderlinden's

house, a large Bazar, where we had opportunities of speaking and
distributing Tracts to large companies of people. Some disputed,

and received no Tracts; among whom were the Moormen.
Early the next morning, we found great numbers in the Bazar.

Tracts were read and explained to three separate companies

;

most of whom listened well, and afterward received Tracts. We
went out several times in the course of the day, and always found
a fresh supply of hearers. The desire manifested to receive Tracts,

especially those which were printed, was very great; though, at

first, the people seemed to be somewhat afraid of them. Some
folded them up carefully in their clothes, to take them home.
Others went and sat in the shade, to read them alone ; and others

were seen reading them to companies who could not read. On
one occasion, after a quantity had been distributed, a shower
came on ; and the sight of several companies, who had gone to the

sheds for shelter from the rains, reading Extracts from the Scrip-

tures, and other Tracts, was very interesting. Some said that

they had taken home the Tracts which they had received yester-

day, and had carefully read them, and wanted a fresh supply.

The plan adopted, was to get a company together to listen to the

reading of a Tract, and to the comments which might be made on
it; and then to give one to each person who could read it.

Several, who could not read themselves, begged for Tracts for

their children or relatives who could. I distributed, at this place,

about 160 printed Tracts, which had been received from Madras.
We feel encouraged by our excursion, and pray that the Divine

Blessing may rest on what we have done.

Mr. Knight and Dr. Scudder of the American Mission, had

agreed to visit some of the Islands lying off the coast of the Dis-

trict. Mr. Knight's account of this visit will give some insight

into the state of the people, and will shew with what diligence

and patience the seed of the Word must be sown among them.

May '21th, 1822.—We met on the beach, about two miles

beyond Batticotta. The channel, which we passed, was, I think.
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more than two miles wide ; but the water was so shallow as to be
fordable.

Arriving at the Island (Carradive) we proceeded some way
into the first Village, to the house of a Native, who is in office

under Government. We spread our mats, and took up our lodging

under a tree in his court; the house being too small to afford us

accommodation. Several people came to see us, in the course of
the day; to whom we spoke, and distiibuled Tracts. After

getting refreshment, as the sun began to decline, we went round
the village, taking different directions— calling on the people,

distributing Tracts, and making known to them the Way of Sal-

vation. I met with several interesting circumstances.

One scene, which proved very interesting, was a large School
of fine promising boys. The Master had a neighbour with him :

the interpreter and myself sat down on a mat with ihem ; a Madras
Tract, On the Neic Birth, was read to ihem, and explanatory

remarks made : the two men listened attentively to what was said,

expressing their assent when the subject pleased them. The boys
begged hard to have a printed Tract each ; and I left some with
the Master, to give to those who should repeat their lessons best

the next morning.

Going on, we found a travelling Mendicant from the coast.

Though gaudily adorned with beads, he refused to take any Tract,

pretending not to know how to read. We spoke to him plainly

and faithfully, but it appeared to make no impression on him : he
soon grew tired, and said he must get away to beg for his rice,

and would stay and hear these things another time. While talking

with him, a company of ten or twelve persons collected, to whom
we made known the Way of Salvation. Going on further, we
found a company of four men, one of whom had a fine intelligent

countenance, seated on the sand : we stayed to speak to them,

and to read a Tract: the questions which they asked, while they

proved them to be men of reflection, shewed that they were rigid

Heathens.
May 28.— Rising early this morning, we unitedly sought

the Divine Blessing; and, after breakfast, went out again in diffe-

rent directions. 1 met with Dr. Scudder, by appointment, uear

the ruins of an old Parish Church—a striking monument of what
was done, in former days, to propagate Christianity. We pro-

ceeded to the side of the Island opposite to that on which we
landed; where, with some difficulty, we crossed a fine river, and
took possession of an old uninhabited house on the opposite bank.

Here we spread our mats, and remained quiet till the heat of the

day was over; when, as before, we went out to seek for opportu-

nities of doing good, each taking a different course.

We here found an extensive population, chiefly Roman Catho-

lics, who, with some exceptions, listened to our instructions, and
received Tracts, especially such as were printed, with eagerness.

We distributed portions of the Scriptures among them ; as the Ser-

mon on the Mount, the Discourses of the Saviour, Jkv. printed at

c
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Colombo. One man, who refused to take any Tract, was overheard

to say, that the time of Antichrist was very near: some others, who
appeared to be chief men, refused to accept of Tracts, and looked

very shy upon us
;
probably from feelings of prejudice, which the

Priests may have instilled into them : one man said, that the

Priests would be angry if they received our Tracts, but he after-

ward took one : we found one written Tract which we had given,

torn up, and thrown down by the road side. On the wiiole,

however, the prospect here, with regard to the distribution of the

Scriptures, seems very encouraging; and we cannot but regret,

that we have not copies of the Word of God, in greater plenty, to

distribute among the people. How soon the door of usefulness

may be closed, by the influence of the Priests, we know not ; but

we trust that the eyes of the people will first be opened to discover

the diflference between truth and error, and then opposition will

but tend to forward the cause of truth. This appears to be one

of the most flourishing Roman-Catholic districts which I have seen.

May 29fA.— Hearing of a good opportunity of going to another

Island, a few miles distant, which we supposed had not been visited

by the Gospel for many years, we proceeded thither.

We found very few houses ; and the inhabitants, for the most

part, very ignorant. One old man, more intelligent than the rest,

had learned a Christian Catechism and other Christian Lessons in

his youth, under the Dutch, some part of which he repeated: he

said he was more than a hundred years of age. We told all whom
we saw, of the Way of Salvation by Christ, and gave Tracts to all

who could read.

In the afternoon went to another village, and distributed

Tracts and gave instructions to those whom we saw in the way.

May 30th.—We left, this morning, about eight o'clock, and

proceeded to another village, where a large company of people

was soon collected, to whom the Interpreter read a Tract, and

explained it at large. Most of them, I believe, were Roman
Catholics : there was no disposition manifested to dispute with us:

all who could read readily received Tracts. Having appointed a

place for meeting in another village, we now separated, and took

diflerent routes, conversing with the peo])le and distributing

Tracts as we went along. Most of the people whom I met were

Heathens, and some of them not the most sociable : some asked

for proof that Christ came into the world, and that the Christian

Religion was true; and, as they will not enter into our course of

reasoning, it is not easy lo prove these things to their satisfaction:

after referring to the purity of the Christian Religion, (of which

they have had but few specimens— most of the Christians whom
they have formerly known having disgraced the Christian name by

their immoral lives,) and the tendency of the Holy Scriptures, I

thought it better to speak of the evidence which the true Christian

has in his own breast.

The appointed viiliige was further (ban I expected; and I

was, in consequence, much exposed lo a burning suu.
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I have been much engajjed in llie distribution of Tracts, both
written and printed. With the printed I have been furnished,

chiefly, by the Madras Corresponding Conunittee ; but the number
which I have been able to obtain being inadequate to the demand,
I have gladly trodden in the steps of my American Brethren Ijere,

in procuring and circulating Tracts written on Ollahs: these are

not so acceptable to the people generally, as the printed Tracts:

nor is their curiosity so much excited by them.

7. Front a Missionary at Sumatra.

I WAS induced to leave Marlborough in a small boat, because
it aftbrded me an opportunity of making a coasting voyage, and
distributing Tracts at the small ports, all along the coast, from
Indrapora Point northwards. 1 accordingly took with me about
200 copies of four Tracts, lately published at Bencoolen, besides

many Gospels and Hymn Books. The winds did not permit n>e

to touch at so many places, as I at first intended ; but when I

reached Nattal, on the 19th, I had but lO Tracts left, which I

distributed in the Bazaar on the following Sabbath, and could
prudently have given away a hundred, had I possessed them. I

was rejoiced to find that they were generally undei'stood, and read

with more ease by the Malays than their own books. They were
much pleased to obtain theuo, and seemed surprised at our libe-

rality in giving away such good books. Those Malays who have
the ability, are commonly fond of reading, and have a great reve-

rence for whatever is met with in a book; and the ability to read is

much more general than has been usually supposed. This is a
very favourable circumstance ; for, as we have a printing press,

and a person in every respect qualified for writing Tracts, there

appears no insuperable barrier to prevent a very wide diffusion of

the knowledge of divine truth in this country.

I am fully of opinion that, among all nations not accustomed
to books, the distribution of small Tracts, written in an easy style,

or of single Gospels, is much more likely to do good than that of

larger works. This opinion is strengthened by the experience and
observation of every day. The Natives often despair of getting

through a large book,and so never begin : or, if they read in it at

all, it is merely a passage here and there, and they never attain a

connected idea of its contents ; whereas, a small Tract, bringing

before them one interesting subject, is read repeatedly with

pleasure and profit.

til another communication the Missionaries state:—
There is a wide field for the distribution of books in Sumatra.

The inhabitants of the west coast, from north to south, are glad to

receive them. Sir Stamford Kalfles has sent a parcel of our

Tracts to each district under his government, with directions to

the resident Native Chief to have them distributed.

c 2
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8. From the Rev. J. Humphreys and the Rev. D. Collie,

Missionaries at Malacca.

Anglo-Chinese College, Malacca, May 16th, 1823.

From the latter end of 1819 up to the present date, 102,150
Tracts have been printed here, at the expense of the Religious

Tract Society, in the Chinese language, and in Malay, 3,500 ;

making a total of 105,650 Tracts.

The Chinese are—
1. A Tract on Affliction.

2. Dialogues between a Christian

and a Heathen.
3. On Idolatry.

4. The Life of Christ.

5. On the Redemption of the

World.

6. Christian Catechisms.

7. Old Testament History.

8. Essays on Religious Subjects.

9. Tour of the World.
10. A Farewell Address.

11. On the Strait Gate.

12. On the Sin of Lying.

An Exposition of the Lord's

Prayer.

The Golden Rule.

On the Evils of Gambling.
Twelve Short Sermons.
Sacred History.

The Three Pearls, viz. The
Missionary, Tract, and Bible

Societies.

Short Sermons.
Miscellaneous Exhortations.

On Death.

To Candidates for Baptism.

A Chinese Hymn Book.

The Malay.

3. A Tract on the Judgment.
4. A Sermon.

1. A Christian Catechism.

2. On the Fourth Commandment

A more particular account of some of the earliest of these

Tracts may be seen in " Dr. Milne's Retrospect of the Chinese

Mission."

We have distributed 87,650, and have now 18,000 remaining,

but they will soon leave us, as we have to supply all the Stations

around ; we send to them as often as we have opportunity,

Mr. Milton, of Singapore, regularly visits ali the Chinese Junks

which touch at that Port, and distributes Tracts and portions of

the Scriptures. In this place we take every opportunity of distri-

buting Tracts ourselves.

In April last, we spent a most interesting day in the service

of your Society. The Chinese have an annual feast in honour of

their deceased relatives, called the Sing Ming. They are most

scrupulous in performing what they consider their duty on

that day ; nothing but ill health prevents them from visiting the

tombs of their ancestors, and there preparing a feast, which they

invite their friends to partake ; supposing that it is gratifying to

their deceased relatives, and that their spirits participate in the

enjoyment.

There is, in the neighbourhood of Malacca, a hill about

three miles in circumference, completely covered with the tombs



1824.] MALACCA.—SURAT. 21

of Chinese. On the morning of the day already referred to,

thousands of Chinese were seen flocking to this place from every

quarter.

At an early hour we left our home, taking with us between
three and four thousand Tracts and portions of the Scriptures.

As soon as we arrived at the place we commenced our work, by
giving Tracts to all who could read, and were willing to receive

them, and we have the satisfaction to say, that we did not meet
with a single individual who refused to take a Tract. After we
had traversed the hill in every direction, we had still some hun-
dreds remaining; and as there was a large temple, full of wor-
shippers, near at hand, we determined to try if we could not
dispose of them there. Accordingly we went to the entrance,

and as soon as we were seen by those within, a polite message
was sent to us from the chief person present, begging us to walk
in and take some refreshment. We entered with Tracts under
our arms, and again resumed our work; we presented the person
who had the principal management of the festival with a book,

which he politely received, and then we gave Tracts to those

around us, until we had not a single copy left.

It affords us much pleasure to add, that we were assisted in

distributing these little messengers of peace, by the Chinese youths
studying in the Anglo-Chinese College.

We beg to present to the Committee of the Religious Tract
Society our grateful acknowledgments, for their kindness in aiding

us in the diffusion of Christian knowledge in these parts. Your
additional grant of ^100. will soon be drawn for.*

9. Extract of a Letterfrom a Missionary ai Surat.

In reference to the Native Services, Mr. F makes an

observation well deserving attention. Of one assembly of Natives

he says, " I read the account of Christ's incarnation ; his miracles,

and great patience under sufferings and death. When they heard

of his sufferings and death, as an atonement for the sins of men,
they appeared affected ; indeed, I observe that the subject gene-

rally makes them feel. The absolute necessity of an atonement

for sin ought never to be lost sight of in the preaching of a

Missionary ; and it ought also to be a jiioniineiit part in every

Tract published for distribution among the heathen. I find that

this subject is talked over among the Natives who read our books

and hear our instructions.

* A bill for this amount has since been paid ; and since the receipt of

this letter, the Committee have voted a fnriher sum of ^'iOO. trusting that

the liberality of the Christian public will enai)le them to continue to assist

this important work.
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No. II.

AFRICA.
1. From the Rev. Dr. G. Thorn.

Caledon, Cape of Good Hope, January Vith, 1829.

You will be anxious to know the Tracts were received at the

Cape Verd Islands. The black Priest at Port Praya received the

Epistle of St. Peter with apparent pleasure, and promised to

introduce it into his Schools. None of ihe children had printed

books, but only old letters, or scraps of writings ; by the assistance

of the priest, many of them, however, could read and write.

Education, even with such means, is far more general than we
could expect; and numbers of the lowest class of the black popu-
lation can read. The second visit we made on shore, when it was
found that we had Ti'acts, was yet more interesting. Many came
and asked us for the Tracts by name. The sexton of the chapel

particularly wished for " Covey," which one of his friends had
received the day before, and had read it to several of his neigh-

bours in his own house. On Sunday, which is the market day,

many of the Epistle of St. Peter were distributed among the

country people ; and I was much surprised to find many slaves

and others, who could read the Tracts. A venerable black man
from the interior, whose hoary head shewed his great age, an
owner of several slaves, expressed much gratitude for half a dozen
which I gave him. Several of the Soldiers were seen by us

reading them aloud to their comrades ; and some of our party gave
the prisoners in the Gaol a few through the window, and they were
afterwards seen carefully perusing them,

I left a parcel with a friend, to be sent to the other side of
the Island, where the Bishop resides, and where there is a Semi-
nary for supplying the Island with Native Priests. A few were
given also to the master of a brig, who trades among the Islands.

I think some thousands might have been distributed with
great success among tiie Islands. Our friends in the United Stales

have certainly the best opportunity for supplying them, as the

chief supplies for the Cape Verd Islands came from America.

The population, according to the last returns, is 72,000 souls.

When I was at St. lago, in 1812, no freedom was given for im-

porting books; the case is now far different.

When we were in Port Praya Bay, two French Ships of War
were at anchor. The French Tracts I gave to a Surgeon, and the

Commander of one of them, who engaged to distribute them
among the Sailors.

Soon after my arrival at the Cape, I received from Holland
several thousand Tracts, printed by the Tract Society of the

Moravian Settlement at Zeist, and by the Netherlands Missionary
Society at Rotterdam. This parcel of Tracts I partly purchased
when in Holland, through the benevolence of a friend, who gave
n»e Ten Pounds sterling for that purpose, and they were partly
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granted by the Societies, for this Colony. It was a very seasonable

supply, tbe variety being great, and nearly all new to the Colonists

here. The matter of them is also in general very excellent, and
would enrich any other Society, if translated. Several are from
the English, but the Ziest Tracts are either, 1 believe, original, or

from the German. Most of these are now in circulation through the

Colony ; and we look for the blessing of God to give them effect.

2. Extract of a Letter from a Minister at Sierra Leone.

Last night I distributed some Tracts in the Evening Schools;

they were received with thankfulness. The Teachers had some
dilhculty in keeping their Scholars to their lessons, as they were
so eager to read the Tracts, that they could not wait till they got

home.
Tracts in the form of Dialogues are of great use. One man

visiting another found a Tract, The Svv^earer's Prayer, and

read it ; after which, he begged the loan of it for only one night,

in order that he might go to another place, to read it to one who
was a Swearer. I heard of it, and furnished him with the same
Tract, and several others, which he received with gratitude.

No. III.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. William Cowper, Senior Assis-

tant Chaplain to the Colony of Neiv South Wales, and Secre-

tary to the Religious Tract Society of that Colony.

Sydney, August lAth, 1823.

Yesterday, at the suggestion of His Excellency Sir Thomas
Brisbane, our Governor, a Meeting was holden for the purpose of

taking into consideration the expediency and practicability of

instituting a Religious Tract Society, for the benefit of these

Colonies, when it was concluded in the affirmative, and suitable

Resolutions were accordingly then proposed and adopted.

No. IV.

AMERICA.
1. From the Ninth Annual Report of the American (formerly

the Neiv England) Tract Society.

The first important measure adopted by the Committee

after their Annual Meeting, was the appointment of an Agent,

whose whole time and attention should be devoted to the objects
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of the Society.* By the blessing of God, its concerns had become
so numerous and extensive, that this measure appeared to the

Committee to be essential to its increasing prosperity. His prin-

cipal objects have been, to disseminate information concerning the

Society, to increase the number of its Members, form Auxiliary

Societies, obtain donations for establishing Depositories, and fur-
nishing Tracts for circulation throughout the country, and, as

Providence shall open the ivay, throughout the world. He has

prepared thirteen important communications, which have been

published in the Boston Recorder. Several of them have been

copied into other papers, and thus had an extensive circulation

through the country. He has addressed several hundred persons

by letter, and communicated much important information ou the

subject of Tracts. He has personally visited 128 towns and
parishes. He has been uniformly received with great kindness;

and the Lord has caused the object of his mission to be viewed

with peculiar favor. He has found that nothing is wanting but

information reepecting the Society, to engage the hearts of

Christians strongly in its favor. In many cases, the Spirit of the

Lord has gone before him, and, by applying truth to the heart,

prepared the way for his success.

On meeting a man in , and asking him if he would
subscribe, he answered, with strong emotion, "Yes, I will; for

one of those Tracts has saved me from ruin." And in almost all

cases, after explaining the object, he has found persons ready to

assist.

The Agent has been present, and assisted at the formation

of Twenty-four Auxiliaries. These Societies pay one third of
their receipts to the Parent Society ; and, with the other two-
thirds, procure Tracts for their own use, and for gratuitous distri-

bution. In this way, their own wants will be supplied, a great quan-
tity of Tracts put into circulation, and at the same time, substan-

tial aid be afforded to the Society.

The Committee would notice one or two interesting facts,

connected with donations which he has received.

An aged and venerable Judge, who has been for many years

on the bench of one of our Probate Courts, and a distinguished

benefactor of the fatherlesss, remarked, that he found no difficulty

in taking care of their property ; but he wished that something
might be done for their souls. *' The law," said he, " points out
the reciprocal civil duties of Guardians and Wards ; but they need
something to point out, more explicitly, their reciprocal moral and
religious duties. And he has engaged to give 100 Dollars, to

print a Tract for the spiritual benefit of Guardians and Wards.
This Tract is designed to point out the reciprocal moral and
religious duties of each; and is to be such as may be distributed

* It is a singular fact, that while the intelligence of this measure was on
its way Jo this country, the Religious Tract Society had resolved upon the
appointment of a similar Agent. They had felt still more strongly the neces-
sity of such a measure, and they would hope it may be equally successful.
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with great advantage, by Judges and Registers of Probate, to all

Guardians and Wards, throughout the country. And when we
look abroad, amidst the ravages of death, among Ten Millions of
people, over this widely extended country ; and see the large and
increasing number of fatherless, and, in many cases, motherless
children, whose property is indeed, in some measure protected by
the laws, but whose souls are in the utmost danger of beiu"
neglected; we cannot but admire that Christian philantliropv,
which, while it otficially endeavours with fidelity, to secure for the
widow and fatherless " the meat that perisheth," operates with
still greater watchfulness and ardour, to secure for them also
" that meat which enduretli unto eternal life."

The whole number of Tracts published the last year, is

470,000.

The Committee have also, during the past year, established
fourteen new Depositories; making the whole number, now be-
longing to the Society, ninety-two. Around these Depositories
are numerous Tract Societies, and individuals, who purchase the
Tracts; and thus they are extended through the surroundin"
country.

A gentleman from Pennsylvania writes, " We wish a Deposi-
tory of Tracts to be established in this place. W^e have formed a
Tract vSociety ; and the principal reason why there are not more
Tract Societies among »is, is the great difficulty of obtaining
Tracts." This ditKculty, which is felt and deplored by many, in

all parts of the country, cannot be removed, but by establishing

Depositories where they are needed, and fui-nishing them with a
constant supply. But, in order to do this, the Society must have
greater funds.

Overa vast portion of the country, and that the most destitute

of moral and religious instruction, we have at present no Deposi-
tories, and Religious Tracts are almost entirely unknown.

To supply that part of the country which lies east of the

Missisippi River, South of Maryland, and West of Pennsylvania,

we need, in addition to those we now have, more than 100 Depo-
sitories. Supposing each Depository should supply with Tracts

2,500 square miles, containing 30,000 inhabitants, we need, in

addition to those which are already established, Twenty Deposi-

tories in Virginia, Fifteen in North Carolina, Nine in South Caro-
lina, Nine in Georgia, Twelve in Ohio, Sixteen in Kentucky,
Thirteen in Tennessee, Five in Indiana, Three in Alabama, One
in Mississippi, and Two in Illinois. In Virginia alone, is a portion

of country of more than 40,000 square miles, containing an exten-

sive population, in which there is no Depository. Farther south is

another district, of more than 200,000 square miles, containing

nearly a million of souls, exceedingly destitute of the means of

grace, and needing, according to the above estimate. Thirty Depo-
sitories, in which there is not one. The state of Kentucky, which

needs Seventeen, has but One. In Ohio is a tract of country of

,30,000 square miles, embracing the whole of the Connecticut

D
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Reserve, in which there is not one. In tlie whole States of Indiaiivi

and Illinois, containing a population of more than 200,000 souls,

deplorably' destitute of the means of grace, there is no Depository
;

and but one in all the country west of the Mississippi River.

And yet, from numerous parts of these destitute regions, there are

pressing calls for Tracts.

A gentleman from Georgia writes, " My business is to request
that a Tract Depository may be established at Savannah, Much
may be done, in this desolate region, with Religious Tracts ; but
there is great difficulty in obtaining them. Did you know the

wants of the destitute, in this State, you would make every exertion

to put something into their hands, which they may read with
profit."

A gentleman from Louisiana writes— " Multitudes here are

utterly ignorant of the Gospel. A vast field is opening for the

distribution of Tracts in English, Spanish, and French. An inter-

nal communication is opened with Mexico; and Millions of Tracts
might be distributed, in that country, to great advantage."

To meet these, and the numerous other calls for Tracts, the
Society must have GREATER FUNDS.

A gentleman from Canada, who has repeatedly applied to the

Committee for Tracts, states, that could they be obtained, they
might be circulated extensively, and with the prospect of immense
advantage. Three persons, he states, in one family, notorious for

their profaneness, have not only been outwardly reformed, but
appear now to be truly devoted to God, in consequence of reading
The Swearer's Prayer.

Another gentleman, who resides near the borders of Mexico,
and can have almost constant communication with its inhabitants,

states that the way is opened for an immediate introduction of
Tracts into that country; and that, could they be obtained.
Millions might be distributed, with the greatest prospect of
success.

A respectable Merchant in Brazil, applied to the Committee
for Tracts, offering to take charge of them himself; and stated,

that by means of merchants with whom he was acquainted, he
could circulate them very extensively in that country. He also

wished for Testaments, in Portuguese and Spanish, which, he said,

might be distributed, and be exceedingly useful.

A gentleman who has resided, a number of years, at Valpa-
raiso, and is well acquainted with the country, states that Mis-
sionaries may travel without difficulty from Buenos Ayres to Chili,

and distribute to advantage, great numbers of Religions Tracts.

A young man, commissioned by the American Board, who is

soon to enter upon an exploring mission through South America,
applied to the Committee for Spanish Tracts; and it was a source
of deep regret, that they were not able to supply him. They
expressed to him, however, the hope, and the confidence, that

when his application should be generally known, niean?; would be
provided for a supply.
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Nor is the want of Tracts confined to this Continent;—im-
mense fields are opening for their distribution in every part of the
globe.

A Missionary in Ceylon writes—" We visit from two to eight
families in a day. Sometimes we take long journeys, and are out
six or eight days, taking with us some of the boys from the schools;
at such times, particularly, we feel the need of Tracts. Passing
through villages where the Gospel was never before heard, we
find hundreds who can, and who xcould read, had we Books or
Tracts to give them; but, alas, we have none!—No Bible, no
Tract, to show the poor heathen how to flee from the wrath to

come ! The only Tracts which we have ever had, have been
written upon the Olla, (the leaf of a plant,) and procured, of course,
at a great expense. Perhaps, in all our missions, we have distri-

buted 200, obtained in that way. O that we could get a supply
printed ! Into how many villages could the Gospel be sent, by
means of Tracts! How many souls, by a single Tract, might be
saved from endless misery!

And shall the Christian Missionary, who has left his father's

home— his native land, and gone 13,000 miles to tell the dying
heathen of a Saviour, and point them to the lamb of God, go from
village to village, through the wide-spreading desolation— find

hundreds and thousands who have never heard the Gospel, who
can, and who would read, if they could get a Bible or a Tract,

and yet have none to give them?— Shall he be left to cry, in the

ears of a thousand churches abounding with wealth, " Alas, we
have none to give them; — no Bible, no Tract, to show the poor
heathen how to flee from the wrath to come?"—Shall it be told,

in the ears of all Christendom, that after years of toil and labour,

the only Tracts which they (the American Missionaries) have ever

had, were written upon the Olla, and procured at a great expense
;

and that the whole Mission had not been able to obtain for circu-

lation more than Two Hundred?— And shall they still remain
destitute, to cry, " O that we could get a supply printed ? Into

how many villages could the Gospel be sent by Tracts ? How
many souls, by a single Tract, might be saved from endless

misery?"— and yet cry in vain? Let Christendom answer.

Six years ago, a heathen youth, for the first time, obtained a

New Testament. In reading it, the Holy Spirit enlightened his

mind, and he was brought to that knowledge of Jesus Christ,

which is " life eternal." Of his own accord, and unknown to

any Christian friend, he began to preach the Gospel, and pub-

lish to his countrymen the glad tidings of salvation A few months
ago he became acquainted with Christian Missionaries, and found,

to his astonishment, that they were disciples of Jesus. He is now
with them, studying the Bible, and labouring among the people;

He has become a member of the church, and gives, say the Mis-

sionaries, " satisfactory evidence of love to God, and love to man."

Who can estimate the good which may result from furnishing the

heathen with a single Bible, or a single Tract? And who can

n 2
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forbear, when he sees how easily, and with what numbers, he may
furnish them 7

To be convinced tliat Tracts are the means of infinite blessings

we need only look at facts, passing under our own observation.

A man, from an adjoining State, was passing with a drove of

cattle, through a town in this State, on the Sabbath ; a little Tract

was given to him, inculcating the duty of remembering the Sab-

bath day, and keeping it holy. He determined that he would not

read it, though he did not throw it away ; but when out of sight,

he felt a curiosity to see what it contained, and began to read it.

He soon began to feel the guilt and danger of profaning the

Sabbath ; and said to his companion, " Let us stop till the Sabbath

is over." His companion refused. " Well," said he, " you may
go on; but I shall stop." They both put up till the close of the

Sabbath ; but the man still felt the burden of a " wounded spirit,"

and he found no relief, till, as he hopes, he found it in Christ,

He is now apparently devoted to God, and traces his first serious

impressions to that little Tract.

A benevolent individual in , put a sum of money into the

hands of his Minister, to purchase Religious Tracts for gratuitous

distribution; he purchesed a number, and among them was
A Persuasive to Public Worship. It fell into the hands

of a careless man, who carried it in his pocket, to a neighbouring

town,- where it fell into the hands of a pious woman, who sent it

to an acquaintance of hers who neglected public worship. He
read it, and became alarmed at his condition ; he immediately

began to attend upon the preaching of the Gospel; and to hear

with anxious concern; and there is reason to believe, that he is

now heartily devoted to God.
As a young man, in a neighbouring State, was about to set

out on a voyage, a pious friend put into his trunk a parcel

of Tracts. While at sea, curiosity led him to examine this

little bundle; on opening it, his eye fastened on The Young
Cottager. It arrested his attention, and he read it through;
and there is reason to hope, that it has left an impre-sion on his

mind which will never be effaced. He separated from his com-
panions, and spent much of his time in reading, meditation, and
prayer. He continued this course until his return ; when he found
that his relish for former pleasures was gone, and he was led to

say, " I had rather be a door keeper in the house of my God,
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness." He has since made a

public profession of religion, and relates with humility and grati-

tude, the kindness of God, in causing that little Tract to be put
into his trunk.

The Young Cottager is an authentic narrative, written

by the Rev. Legh Richmond, and has repeatedly been blessed to

the salvation of men.
A copy of it was handed, by a little child, to a young lady in

this country. As she read it, an involuntary tear started from her
eye, and offended with herself for being overcome by a Tract, she



1824.] AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. S9

threw it down, and resolved to have nothing more to do with it

;

but she could not rest, and took it up again. She was again
affected even to tears, and angrily threw it down: but she could
not rest then; she took it up again, and at length read it through,
and an impression was made upon her mind, which there is

reason to believe will be eternal. " What," said she, " can this

poor cottager so bewail her sins ; and I, who am tenfold more
guilty, feel no relentings?" Days and weeks of anguish, on account
of her sins, passed away, and she wandered in darkness, and saw
no light; but at length a ray from the Sun of righteousness broke
in upon her, and she was brought out of darkness into marvellous
light. For years she has been engaged in seeking out the poor
and destitute, and distributing among them Bibles and Religious

Tracts; instructing them in Sabbath Schools, and exciting her
acquaintance to greater and more systematical efforts for the
salvation of men.

The Tract intitled Sixteen Short Sermons, was given by
an aged lady in this State, to a youth. He read till he came to

the third sermon, which is from this text, " All have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God." This appeared to be for Am;
he felt that he had sinned, and, in a thousand instances, come
short of the glory of God. He became deeply distressed; began
from that time to search the Scriptures daily, and to seek the

salvation of his soul. In a few months he obtained, as he hopes,

joy and peace in believing in Jesus. He was admitted a member
of the visible church ; has since been preparing for the ministry,

and is now about to enter upon its sacred duties.

Four other cases of hopeful conversion, and indirectly several

more, are already known to the Committee, and appear to have
been connected with the reading of only five copies of the last

mentioned Tract.

Let the increase of Tracts go forward for Twenty Years to

to come, as it has done for Ten Yeai"s past, and there will be

Hundreds of Millions in circulation; and who shall sura up the

amount of the influence of all these upon the souls of men ?

From a Gentleman at Cuyahoga County, Ohio.

Since reading the statement in some of ihe late numbers of

the Boston Recorder, I have endeavoured to form an Auxiliary

Tract Society in this town. There is no settled Minister in the

County, and we seldom have an opportunity to hear preaching.

Those little preachers, which the Ameiican Tract Society is sending

forth, might, by the blessing of heaven, do great good among us

;

btit the nearest Depository is two hundred miles from this place,

so that we have no opportunity to purchase them. I would cheer-

fully take charge of a Depository, if one could be established here;

and make remittances to you, free from expense, as often as you

shall direct.
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From a Young Clergyman.

While travelling ia Tennessee, I staid for a night at the bouse

of ', where I met with Miss C of W , an intelligent

young lady, who appeared deeply to lament the ignorance and want
of Christian enterprise which prevailed around her. " / wish"
said she, " that some of your Eastern ladies would come among us,

and tell us how to form Tract Societies and other associations for
doing good." I remarked that the process was very simple, and at

her request, immediately drew up a short form of a Constitution

for a Tract Society, which she promised to bring forward among
the ladies in W . I soon afterwards learned with pleasure,

that Twenty Dollars had been sent from W to the Depository,

for the purchase of Tracts.

Extract of a Letter from a Missionary in Illinois.

The account of the Ministers of the Presbyterian and Congre-

gational denominations in this State, can be given in few words

;

the history is short and affecting. Settled Ministers, and Pastors

of Churches, there are none. In all the State of Illinois, there is

not a settled Minister, having a pastoral charge, of any denomina-

tion; and, as to Missionaries, save the occasional visits of Brother

S from his field in Missouti, I alone am left to tell you. Tlie

population, which in 1820, was 55,000, is rapidly increasing: its

character is now forming; and it rests, in a great measure, with

our brethren, who have it in their power to send Bibles and Minis-

ters and Tracts, to say what this character shall be.

Extract of a Letter one of the Missionaries employed by the

Connecticut Missionary Society.

Lexington, Kentucky, March Id, 1823.

A Person who has not visited the Western and Southern divisions

of our country, has no just conception how much good may be

effected, in our destitute settlements, by Tracts. They reach indi-

viduals who wonid otherwise receive no religious instruction; they

become subjects of conversation and reflection ; and, by thus pre-

paring the way, contribute much to the success of Missionary

labors.

In most of the destitute settlements, are found some pious and
intelligent men, who would take a pleasure in perusing and circu-

lating Tracts. You will permit me to mention one instance of indi-

vidual exertion, and the salutary effects produced by it.

When in Alabama, last spring, I became acquainted with a

pious and intelligent planter, who came originally from Virginia,

and settled in the County of Morgan. His feelings were highly

excited on viewing the immorality of the country. Many of the

inhabitants, and especially those that lived in the Ranges, and near

the mountain, were idle and dissolute; they paid no respect to

religion, and regarded the Sabbath merely as a holiday. ]tie revolved
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iti tiis mind vaiimis iiietliods of effecting their moral improvement,
and at length fixt-d on the distribution of Tracts. He sent imme-
diately to Knoxvdle in Tennessee, (for none could be obtained

nearer) and procured a considerable number; and distributed

them not only among his neighbours, but in the remote parts of

the country.

The consequences were happy beyond what he anticipated.

A change in the conduct of many was soon visible; they were led

to respect religion and its institutions; and instead of spending the

Sabbath in idleness, or amusement, or vice, they might frequently

be seen in little groupes, on that sacred day, reading the Tracts,

or listening to some one of their circle, as he read to the others,

seated around him in attentive silence.

In all the States west of the Alleghany Mountains, excepting

Ohio, I know of only Jive Depositories.

Extract of a Letter from a Cherokee^ converted to the Christian

Religion, by the instrumentality of the Mission School, at

Brainerd,

Andover, Massachusets, June ^th, 1823.

Living facts testify, that Religious Tracts are of immense
utility. They, as well as the Bible, are the harbingers of light and
life ; many have already felt their happy influence, and will have

lasting occasion to praise God for the perusal of them ; they have

silently crept into courts and palaces, and even to huts and wigwams
they have gone, to expostulate with the sons and dauuhters of

poverty and affliction : by them, the desponding saint has been

comforted, and the impious have been warned to " flee from the

wrath to come."
In the Western parts of the United States, a great proportion

of the inhabiliints are awfully corrupt in their morals; whether

white, red, or black, they seem to be subject to the same moral

disease, that is, " There is no fear of God before their eyes." Oh,
the state of the dying thousands in Arkansas, Mississippi, and

Missouri! Vast numbers of them have never yet heard of a

Saviour's love; and without any of the consolations of the Gospel,

they are pressing into the region of gloom and death. Haste then.

Dear Sir; let these winged messengers of heaven fly westward.

You can hardly injagine the happy results that would follow from

their extensive circulation. The more you send, the better.

No. V.

EUROPE.
1. Extract of a Letter front the Rev. Dr. Henderson.

St. Petersburg, April 14-26/A, 1823.

I REQUEST you will convey to the Committee of the Religious

Tract Society, my thanks for their putting it in my power to assist
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them in their efforts to spread Divine Truth, and direct the attention

of our perishing fellow-men, to the vast concerns of that eternity

towards which we are all rapidly approaching. Of the powerful

efficiency of these silent monitors, in arousing the hardened con-

science, fixing the arrows of poignant conviction in the guilty mind,

awaking a tender solicitude about the favors of Jehovah, and
imparting the saving knowledge of the glorious and everlasting

righteousness of the Son of God, it is impossible for any one to

entertain a doubt, who has engaged in the distribution of evangelical

Tracts, with fervent effectual prayer, and an anxious watchfulness

for the springing up of the seed that he has sown in hope. Many
thousands, who formerly lived in a state of total apathy, as

to their eternal interests, and who excluded themselves from
the ordinary means of grace, have been visited by the mercy of

God, through the medium of these brief but appropriate composi-

tions ; while others, who enjoyed every advantage, but remained

callous and unimpressed under such advantages as, to human estima-

tion, were the most likely to produce " newness of life,'' have been
irresistibly struck with the exhibition of truth in its simplest form

;

thus proving, that the plain and unadorned Gospel of our Redeemer
is still able to put to foolishness the wisdom of this world, and is

mighty, through divine energy, to demolish every fortification that

can be raised in the human mind, to oppose the progress of the

kingdom of God.
I believe you will agree with me, that few more promising

opportunities can be presented, than those we enjoy of distributing

Tracts among Seamen. The lime, which often hangs so heavily

upon their hands when at sea, and the numerous calls they have to

be prepared to meet their God, render it an object of no ordinary

importance, to furnish them with the means of filling up with profit

the passing hour, and becoming acquainted with the only Pilot that

can leach them how to weather the storm, and guide their shattered

sea-tost bark, into the haven of everlasting rest. I hope to have
many such opportunities again, this summer, in Cronstadt harbour.

May the seed we sow be watered from on high ! and may the bread
we thus cast on the watem, be found again after many days

!

I am sure it will give the Committee pleasure to learn, that

the distribution of Tracts goes forward here to a very great extent,

especially among the Finns, who come into town in crowds, both
men and women, for the express purpose of receiving them. So
extremely eager are they to peruse them, that they read them as

they return through the streets, on their way home. At present,

our stock is nearly exhausted; and I have just addressed a letter

to His Grace the Archbishop of Finnland ; requesting he will use

his influence with the Committee of the Finnish Tract Society, to

obtain for us 500 copies of each of these Tracts, that we may
proceed in our labor of love. I am not aware whether you formed
an acquaintance with J V- , Esq. when he was in London last

year. He is forward in this, as indeed he is in every good work,
and has often the pleasure of seeing his court almost filled with
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Finnish peasants, some of whom insist upon his receiving turnips
and other vegetables, as an acknowledgment for the valuable books
they receive from him.

3. From a Correspondent concerned in the Fisheries.

I KNOW it will give you pleasure to hear, that the Swedish
Tracts, with which you kindly furnished nie, when I left England
last year, were most gratefully received by the poor Swedish
Fishermen; indeed, so eager were the people to obtain them, that
had I possessed as many thousands as I had hundreds, (about 400,)
I have reason to believe they would all have been eagerly sought
after.

Soon after my arrival in that country, I gave two or three to
the family under whose roof I lodged. A few days afterwards,
Iiaving during the interim, purchased of the poor fishermen the
produce of their labours, on going towards my lodgings, I observed
a number of persons, 1 suppose at least a hundred, waiting my
arrival. I concluded that they wanted their money for the fish I had
purchased ; but, to my surprise, found that was not the errand of
one among the number. They had heard, that I had Tracts to give
away, and all pressed round me, begging they might have a little

book ; and this they did as earnestly as a hungry man would solicit

for a piece of bread.

As I had nearly three hundred men in my employ at another
port, and wished to distribute the Tracts as widely as possible, I

could not give one to each individual; but let them have as many
as I could spare, and recommended them to read the Tracts
themselves, and then lend them to their neighbours.

As they were all gratefully received, I felt a desire to ascertain,

if possible, the use they made of them. Accordingly I went, in the

evenings, from house to house, where I was truly gratified to find

some employed in silently reading them; and, in many cases, whole
families assembled together, and one person engaged in reading them
aloud to the rest.

After 1 had distributed all my stock, a poor countryman
one day entreated I would give him a Tract; of course I was obliged

to refuse his request. I told him 1 was sorry I had none left; but

that I only brought a few for the poor jftshermen, with whom 1 was
more immediately connected. " Sir," said he, " do you think that

a landsman has not an immortal soul, that needs instruction, as

well as a fisherman'?" I promised, the next time I visited Sweden,

I would endeavour to supply him and his fellow-landsmen.

I am now about to sail again to that land ; there is nmch
ignorance ; may I request a fresh supply of Tracts, for those im-

mortal souls; many of whom are perishing for lack of knowledge.

Sure I am, that should these little messengers of mercy be instru-

mental in reclaiming but one sinner from the error of his way, and

point him to the Lamb of God, as the only refuge of the guilty,

If:
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the members of the Religious Tract Society will feel amply com-
pensated for their liberality to the Swedish poor.

4. From a Friend lately returned from Germany.

During my stay at Hamburgh, I have had the pleasure of
perceiving, that, under the blessing of God, my labors in the distri-

bution and circulation of the Tracts of the Society, have not been
in vain to His glory. A few instances are contained in the Report
of the Hamburgh Tract Society, to which I could add many others';

and He who seeth in secret, and knoweth all things, knoweth far

more, unobserved by the eyes of man. Present prospects call

forth increased exertions ; and I will here give you an extract from

a letter of the Rev. Mr. M , lately received. It has been his

custom, on Tuesday mornings, to distribute Tracts at his own
house ; I have sometimes been present, and seen from fifty to a

hundred jjcople attend, bringing those which they had before

received, to exchange them for others. He has lately published,

at his own expense, a small Broad Sheet, a copy of which I enclose.

He writes, " This morning, (September 23d,) I had more people at

my door for Tracts than on last Tuesday, although on that day more
came than on any previous occasion. Servants of ail kinds, and
a great number of German Seamen, for James Covey. The
Dairyman's Daughter, The Young Cottager, and The
Negro Servant, are not yet published, but they soon will be.

The Watchmaker is in the press, translated from the French.
The work increases, and the tield of operation also."

While the work, and the opportunities for usefulness, increase

at Hamburgh and its vicinity— while some are coming forth as

laborers in circulating the Tracts, the funds of the Society are not
enlarged. It takes refuge in England, and calls upon your Society
to grant that aid and assistance, of which it only desires to become
the steward. If there are dark, desolate places in Europe, where
activity in the sacred cause is required, surely Hamburgh is among
the number. One of the pastors lately expressed himself to this

purpose, '• We live among heathens; let us endeavour to convert
them." Yes ; though they profess to know a God above, they adore
and praise him not; their gods dwell in their hearts— to them they
are subject, and they serve them faithfully.

4. From the Third Annual Repoi't of the Hamburgh Tract Society.

While your Committee lament, that comparatively little

good has been yet effected by their labors, they would observe,

that a Tract Society is not likely to hear of the whole, or any large

portion of the instances in which their publications may have
been useful. A Minister has a people under his care, with whom
he is, for the most part, acquainted. When the sacred Spirit of
God produces a living faith, causing deep repentance, and a
humble holy love to Christ, in the heart of any one in his congre-
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gation, he is probably soon made aware of the interesting fact

;

for either the desire of further instruction, suited to the peculiar
nature of his case, impels the convert to a closer intercourse with
his pastor; or the effect on his life and conversation is too appa-
rent to be concealed, especially from him whose work it is to watch
for souls, as one that must give account. (Heb. xiii. 17.) But
this is not the case witii a Tract Society. It cannot follow its

winged progeny over the wide fields, and through the devious
tracks in which they may wander; we can only tell that our
publications have been widely circulated. A few days ago, a man
brought to the Treasurer a worn out copy of The True Shepherd,
which he had received in Warsaw; and the last year's Report presents
an instance of the usefulness of one of our Tracts in Koningsberg.
Many of them have been circulated along the banks of the Elbe,
as far as it is navigable; and several have been put on board
vessels going to various parts of the world. This wide distribution

prevents even the possibility of knowing the exact share of good,
which the Giver of all grace may be pleased to efl'ect by these
messengers of his mercy ; and the same observation holds true
likewise of those who live within the walls of our own City,

because the Directors of a Society cannot possess an intercourse

similar to that endeared relation which exists between a faithful

Pastor and his flock.

Your Committee cannot forbear quoting the sentiment of a
devoted servant of Christ, a Missionary in the East. He writes

thus from Ceylon, " It would be well if the attention of the

Christian Church could be directed more entirely to the promises
of the inspired Volume, instead of depending so much on the

pleasing and encouraging Reports which the Directors may be
able to bring forward ! and thus learn, that is their duty to exert

themselves for the propagation of the Gospel, even though every

attempt should be, for the present unsuccessful."

It is, however, gratifying to the Committee to be able to

mention some facts, which serve to shew that their labours have
not been unattended with the Divine blessing.

A laborer, who was accustomed to use profane and im-

pious expressions, about two months ago received one of our

Tracts. This was on Saturday; on the Monday following, he

said, that he had sensibly ftlt what it told him. He has frequently

since that time, asked for more Tracts, and wished to pay for

them, and has given a donation to the Society. Since that time,

there has been a real alteration in his conduct.

Various Tracts had been given, at diff^erent times, to a poor

working man, who had, for many years, lived in the practice of

Sabbath-breaking, drunkenness, and swearing. A very remarkable

change has lately taken place in his life and conduct. He is no longer

a Sabbath-breaker, but has been convinced by God's word, and by

sad experience for many years, that nothing sought for contrary

to His word can prosper. He has openly confessed, that with all

his Sabbadi-working, he many a time had not a bit of bread in the

R 2
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house, to satisfy the hunger of himself and his family; but that

since he has employed tlie day of rest in the concerns of his soul,

God has so blessed his six days' lal)or, that he has never wanted
what is needful. It is worthy, likewise of remark, that, shunning
what formerly led him to transgress, he will not now, even for the

sake of business, enter the Public-house, where he was formerly
so often led into sin; and he is now regularly to be found an
attendant in the house of God.

In several instances, a friend of the Society has had the hap-
piness of seeing tears of joy shed by persons, when thanking him
for Tracts given to them. One day a servant, to whom, a week
before, he had given The Death of Altamont, came and
desired to know if she could purchase it; she was informed that

it was intended as a gift, and that she was welcome to keep it

;

she replied, " I should like to buy it, and have brought money with
me, to buy one of all the Tracts." They were presented to her,

and, with a ti'embling and anxious tone of voice, she said, " Is

The Death of Altamont among them 1" and went away
highly gratified.

The following Tracts are now in the press—The Young
Cottager, The Dairyman's Daughter, and The Negro
Servant; three large and expensive Tracts, which, notwith-
standing the lowness of the funds, the Conunittee have resolved

to print, on account of their eminent usefulness, and the frequent
enquiries for theni. They have been further encouraged by the

knowledge, that a young man in this city, was about four years

ago, converted by one of these well-known publications.

5. From a Minister in Holland,

Amsterdam, December 23d, 1823.

A Missionary Student, who was my travelling companion
in Germany, has translated from the Dutch, yoiw Tract, On Rf-
GRNi- RATION, and sent it to one of the Tract Societies in Ger-
many, with which he was in correspondence; and has no doubt,
that if your Society would aid them with a grant of Five Pounds,
for that purpose, they would print a very large edition, and
disperse it all over Germany, which, I would trust, might be the

means of doing immense good.

The Tract Society here goes on well. We have now more
than 2,000 Members; and the receipts last year were, altogether,

10,113 Guilders, (about ^840. sterling,) and the number of Tracts
distributed, 243,875. We have now printed fifty-three Tracts,

and thirteen numbers of Encouraging Accounts. Many of our
Tracts are original; but I believe the best are taken from yours,

usually with some slight retrenchments and alterations. No. 52,
is the 'Rev. C. Malan's Tract, The Two Old Men.

A converted Jew has freely translated your little Tract, On
Prayer for the iNii.uiiNCES of the Holy Spirit, No. 173,
and has distributed a lari;e number at his own expense. It was at
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first, coldly received ; nevertheless, it appears to be doing, under
God's blessing, real and increasing good.

6. From a Minister on the Continent^ to his Correspondent
at .

I COULD not finish my letter on Saturday, till midnight; ft

was then too late for the post. I now write to detail the account
of our proceedings, to Monday morning, at day-break, when we
are just about to continue our journey.

Yesterday was Sunday, and we were surrounded by crowds,
eagerly enquiring for Tracts. We could have distributed 4,000,
if we had had them. We were several times driven to the stable,
for shelter from the numbers which pressed upon us; from thence
we fled into the garden ; they followed us, and at length we were
obliged to take refuge in the coach-house, and close the doors, to
avoid the confusion occasioned by the crowd. We could, however,
only find quiet by shutting ourselves in our apartment ; and even
then we had persons petitioning for Tracts, notwithstanding the
endeavours of the people of the inn, who willingly assisted us in

the distribution of the Tracts. The people of this place, in gene-
ral, appeared well inclined ; and some of them appeared serious.

Several of the Tracts were shown to the Curate, who did not
object to them. Among the persons who applied, were several

apparently very respectable. While we were in the coach-house,
a gentleman went to Benjamin, (our servant,) who was in the stable,

and thanked him, with a low bow. As we were not generally known,
other persons were spoken to for us. A military officer had been
to wait upon a superior in command, who was quartered at the

inn ; as he descended the staircase, a crowd of persons in the

passage called to him, " Sir, if you please, give us some books ;"

and I heard him say, " I have none left." Afterwards I went out,

and distributed more ; and we have very few left of the 2,000 we
brought with us.

We had intended to proceed further, and it was owing to the

carelessness of an ostler, the evening before, that we were detained

here on Saturday evening. 1 could not help thinking, that we
were in the place appointed for us.

7. From an English Gentleman residing in France.

Some time since, we were staying in a French town, on the

coast. Mrs. , one day, called at a neighbouring house;

the mistress was greatly pleased by the visit, and paid her much
attention. After some time, she shewed Mrs, some beads,

which she kept in her pocket, to protect her when on a journey,

and likewise a crucifix, that was fixed against the wall, near her

bed. Mrs. , not being able to explain herself in the French

language as she could wish, kneeled on a chair by the bed-side.
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and, liftiog up her hands towards heaven, made her understand

that, in England, instead of looking to the crucifix, we prayed to

the Bon Dieu to protect us. She said, •' Bien! Bien!" and then

running to a drawer, took out some French Tracts, neatly stitched

together, which had been given to a French prisoner in England,
who, on his return, was quartered upon them, and died at their

house. He took great delight, she said, in reading the Tracts,

and a Testament, which he also brought with him. This was
peculiarly gratifying to me, as I had formerly spent a month with

the French Prisoners at Norman Cross, and it has encouraged me
to hope, that my services there may have been useful in other

instances. A few evenings after, I went to the same house, and
read the Tract, On Eternity. The husband and wife were
remarkably attentive. Before I finished, he pulled out his hand-
kerchief, and wiped iiis face, saying, " What you read makes me
feel anxious:" but begged me to go on, adding, he wished to hear

it. I afterwards spoke seriously to them; and he observed, that

if we thought more of Eternity, we should not do many things

which we now did, and that we should attend to many things

which we now neglected.

8. From a Correspondent at Gibraltar.

July list, 1823.

About a month since, I received a package of Tracts from

your Society, for which I return them my best thanks; but I am
sorry not to find one single Child's Book, which I particularly

want: for, without them, I much fear our Sunday School will

fail. Should the Committee grant me a supply, pray let the

variety be as great as possible, and in as great numbers as you
can ; in stating this, let me not be considered as improperly

intrusive.

Within the last three years, full Thirty Thousand Tracts have

been sent into circulation from this place, by a few individuals.

9. From the Rev. S. S. Wilson, Missionary at Malta.

Malta, November 25th, 1823.

Since my return here, I have printed, in Modern Greek,

a second edition of Serious Thoughts on Eternity,
and the first edition of The Life of John the Baptist,
Prayers for Every Day, and A Treatise on Redemption.

These I obtained permission to print at the American Mission

Press. Mr. Lowndes has sent me a revised copy of The Negro
Servant, and A Treatise on Doing Good, to be printed here.

For part of the above works, I hope the little Malta Tract Asso-

ciation will furnish funds; but I must apply to you for further

help to carry on the work, as your last grant of Twenty Pounds
is nearly gone.

I particularly wish for information on the subject of Paper,
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for printing: the little book now sent will shew you what I

procure here; I have sent a calculation of the cost. For printing
Tracts I conclude this would be better than is required ; but
paper of a similar quality will be needed for Doddridge's Rise and
Progress, Bickersteth's Scripture Help, Bogue's Essay, and Bun,'
yan's Pilgrim, if I am spared to publish them, as I shall hope to
be repaid a portion of the expense, by a sale of part of the copies.

The Tracts, however, must in general be given gratuitously. Three
new ones are nearly ready for the press ; I have several other
works in hand, but I fear to embark too deeply, unless I could be
assured of your support to a larger amount. Do consider whether
it is not advisable to send out to Malta a large supply of paper,
for printing Greek Tracts.

No. VI.

DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE.
1. From a Clergyman in the South of Ireland.

August 29th, 1823.

I HAVE long since intended to give you some account of the

Tracts, which your Committee placed in my hands, for distribution

in the South of Ireland, but delayed my intention, in the liope of

gaining some information from the agents I employed, in the circu-

lation of these silent Missionaries, as to the effects produced
through their instrumentality. Your letter, however, has hastened

the communication I intended to make; and I subjoin a statement
of what has been done, as nearly as I can ascertain it, and beg to

return thanks to your Committee, in the name of ray countrymen,
for the interest they take in their spiritual welfare.

The Irish Tracts committed to my trust, I have used every
effort to circulate, so that they may prove useful. I enclose a
note, which I received from a person engaged in this work, and I

have since received other communications equally satisfactory.

The English Tracts I have committed, in small quantities, into the

hands of Clergymen and others, who have distributed them widely.

'J'hey were received with the greatest eagerness by the poor
jieople, who, in despite of their Priests, read them; and say, that

they contain nothing but what is good.

I gave many Tracts away, in short excursions through the

country. Some were distributed in the City Gaol, among the

Convicts ; others were given to Hawkers, who circulated them
through the country. At all the different executions, I have had
Tracts dispersed, among the immense crowds which usually collect

on these awful occasions ; and there may be a hope, that the

solemnity of the scenes they had witnessed would prepare them
for the attentive consideration of the truths contained in the Tracts.

The Convict Vessels, when freighted with their comphment of



40 DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. [25th Report,

unhappy criminals, have been regularly supplied ; and, in one
instance, I entrusted a small parcel of Tracts to a society of

young men, who go through this city, reading the Scriptures, and
distributing Tracts among the poor. Thus have I enumerated the

various ways in which I have disposed of the Tracts with which
your Committee have entrusted me. The results I could not

possibly ascertain : but such a mass of scriptural truth cannot be
sent forth without producing some good effect. We kuoiv the

Lord has said, that his word shall not return void.

2. From a Tract Distributor, in the South of Ireland.

On my arrival at , 1 asked if any of the people could

read Irish, as I had some Tracts to give away in that language

;

some said, that they could get people to read them if I would give

them. I then distributed about thirty to the numerous hands

which were stretched out to receive them; this was soon made
known to the Roman Catholic Priest, who sent to the house where
I had engaged a bed, and desired the master not to let any

stranger lodge there ; and I was compelled to seek another shelter :

but, before I left, many more applications were made for Tracts.

The next day I proceeded to , distributing Tracts to those

I met on the road ; and on entering the town, I saw a number of

men assembled, waiting the time to go to their work; I bade them
" Good day," and asked if any could read Irish, as I had books

to give them. They seemed struck ; and for some time could

not believe that I would give them without money ; at length one

or two received some, and immediately about twenty hands were

held out to me ; sometimes two or three would take hold ofone Tract,

and were almost fighting for it; and my small stock was soon ex-

hausted. They followed me; and on my going into a house to get

some bread and milk, the door was soon crowded : one poor old man
said he lived far in the country, and had a boy who could read to

Jiim, if I would give him a book : I searched and found one, and

gave it to him, and he went away rejoicing: another came to the

door, and began to read and explain in English, the Tract called

A Dialogue between Paddy and Thomas, to convince me
that he could and would read it; as I had said, that I feared but

few could read. May God feed these poor hungry people with

the bread of life, for his Name's sake.

3, From a Correspondent in Ireland.

March 20th, 1824.

An unusual press of business has hitherto prevented my
acknowledging the receipt of your letter, conveying the gratifying

intelligence, that your Committee has entrusted to my care the

gratuitous distribution of their truly Christian donation of Reli-

gious Tracts, to the poor of this kingdom, to the amount of nearly

Forty Pounds. I beg that you will prc^ient to Erin's good bene-
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factors my sincere acknowledgments. Many of the once beniohted
population of this kingdom, now in a capacity to estimate the
importance of the boon, would express their gratitude, and antici-

pate with joy the refreshing instruction they may derive from the
gift of your Committee, if they were apprised of the information
I have been favoured with ; and many, very many more, now
insensible of its importance, will, I trust, be brought, through the
ministration of this grace, to bless their kind benefactors, and to
share in the heavenly emancipation with which so many of their
brethren have already been happily visited. It will be gratifyinsj to
your Committee to learn, that through our Lord's blessiu"- on the
labors of the friends of education, every part of the kingdom is now
opened for the progress of Christian knowledge through the land.
The barriers raised by ignorance and superstition, and by the in-

fluence of their watchful guardians for the exclusion of the li'dit of
Divine Truth, have now so far given way, that in no place am 1 at

a loss to procure Agents, (once aliens,) who have themselves found
mercy, and are anxious to be instrumental in benefitiuf those
who yet remain in darkness.

4. From the Report of the Perthshire Religious Tract Societri.

Several of the Noblemen and Gentlemen, and also a number
of Ladies, throughout the County, have lately taken a deep interest

in the distribution of Tracts ; have granted large donations and sub-
scriptions for the support of your Institution, in order to enable your
Depositary to sell the Tracts at as low a rate as possible; and many
of them also take large quantities, for the purpose of circulation in

their own neighbourhood. Various and numerous Tracts, both in the
English and Gaelic languages, have been sent to the Highlands of
Perthshire; select Tracts have been put into the hands of the
Prisoners in our Jail ; and some, printed on the face of lar>'e

Sheets, have been pasted upon the walls of the Prison, for which
purpose the Honorable Magistrates have permitted ready access ;

and many of these have also been put up in smiths, wrights, and
barbers shops. Tracts of different kinds have been given to the
men accompanying the Fraserburgh fishing-boats, who occasionally
come to our shore. A considerable number have been sent out to

New Brunswick and Van Dieman's Land. Many suitable Tracts
have been granted gratuitously to the local Sabbath Evening
Schools in our city and neighbourhood.

5. From a Minister in the Shetland Isles.

Lerwick, May 20th, 1823.

For your seasonable supply of Tracts, which we received

about two months ago, we return you, on behalf of the poor inha-

bitants of Shetland, our warmest thanks. We are sure that nothing

will afford you, and all who feel an interest in the extension of the

Redeemer's kingdom, greater pleasure, than to know that while

F
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we have been busily engaged in distributing them, and have been

well repaid for our labor, by witnessing the eagerness and thank-

fuUicss with which they have been received. Most of the people

in these Islands are able and willing to read, though they have
had but a scanty supply of books.

It has frequently afforded us the greatest satisfaction to find,

on entering a cottage, one of the family, during the long winter

nights, reading a Tract by the light of the fire, and the rest atten-

tively listening, though engaged in their knitting, spinning, and
other domestic operations.

6, From Lady .

My mother being aware that the Members of the Religious

Tract Society wish to be made acquainted wilh any fact, which
proves the usefulness of Tracts, desires me to state, that if they

should wish to avail themselves of some instances, which have

occurred in a village in O , called C , they are at liberty

to do so. Some Tracts, which were distributed in that place,

have been the means of much usefulness, particularly in the

instances of two individuals, who were converted by the means of

those called The Warning Voice, and Search the Scrip-
tures, and who now live a life of faith.

7. Exti'act of a Letter to her Grace the Duchess of ,

referred to in the preceding Letter.

May it please your Grace, May 26th, 1824.

The number of individuals that have received religious instruc-

tion, and have been led to examine their own hearts, and search

the Scriptures, from reading the Tracts your Grace has been so

kind as to send, to circulate among the inhabitants of this village,

I cannot precisely ascertain; but would state the following parti-

culars. To one poor family they have been much blessed ; the

first time of reading the Tracts called Thb Warning Voice and
Search the Scriptures, two individuals were led to attend to

the divine direction ; they sought the Lord by prayer, and reading

the Scriptures, and, for more than two years, have been remarked
for their holy life and conversation.

Some persons in another family were much alarmed from read-

ing the Tract on The Assizes; and since they have read other

Tracts upon the Scri])tures, &c. a great alteration in their conduct
has a})peared. Upwards of sixty individuals apply for Tracts every
Sabbath-day, which 1 have reason to believe, are in general atten-

tively read, and frequent applications are made for a second pe-

rusal of them.
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8. Extract of a Letter from Lady .

May Qth, 1824.

I SHOULD long since have expressed my thanks for the grant
of Tracts, had 1 not been waiting to receive some account of their
distribution. I did not receive them till some time after I was
favored with your friendly letter, and I was then too unwell to go
about the village with them ; but as soon as it pleased God to "ive
nie sufficient strength, I had the pleasure of disposing of many to
individuals, to whom I trust they may prove a blessing; and,
previous to my quitting that neighbourhood, I placed others in the
hands of some excellent, though hun^ble Christians, in order that
they might deliver them to the Navigators ; who, I rejoice to find,

hastened to the cottages of the distributors to solicit them, with
apparent gratitude.

9. From tlic Boston Auxiliary Religious Tract Society.

The number of Tracts distributed during the past year, is

77,913; of which 29,048 have been delivered to the Subscribers
as a moiety of their subscriptions ; 30,907 have been sold ; and
17,958 have been distributed gratuitously. The increase in the
circulation this year, over that of the last, is 28,986. Large as this

number may appear, the gratuitous distribution could have been
much extended, if the funds of your Society would have allowed.

Of the above number 4,896 have been of the Hawkers' Series,

being more than double the number of this kind, circulated last

year; a large proportion of these have been purchased by cottagers,

for the purpose of putting up in their dwellings, by which means
the publications of your Society, and the important truths which
they contain, are kept constantly in view, and will, it is hoped, be
productive of the most beneficial effects. The total number of
Tracts put into circulation by your Society, from its commence-
ment, is 235,876.

The Branch Societies, which have been formed in connexion
with this Auxiliary at Wainfleet, Heckington, Helpringham, and
Holland Fen, still continue their valuable assistance and co-opera-

tion ; and in addition, Societies of a similar description have been
established, or are in progress at Gosberton, Kirton, Sibsey,

Stamford Holbeach, Fleet, Gedney, Long Sutton, Tydd, Luttoii,

Gedney, and Crowland. The eight Branch Societies last named,
which contain together nearly 100 Subscribers, and have contri-

buted to the funds of your Society the sum of Fourteen Pounds,
have been formed through the exertions of a poor man, a day
labourer, who has, in the furtherance of the good work, exhibited

an uncommon degree of zeal and prudence. The influence of this

Society has thus been extended over a portion of the country,

where hundreds of individuals had never heard of its existence,

and has now among its friends and supporters many of the most

respectable inhabitants of the district.

F 2
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The following facts, illustrative of the beneficial effects

resulting from the distribution of Tracts from this Society, were

communicated to the last Annual Meeting at Boston.

From the Address of the Rev. TV. Bolland, A.M.

A poor woman in my parish told me, not long ago, that her
husband never used to frequent a place of worship, till The
Swearer's Prayer was put into his hands by his employer; but
that since that time, he had been much more regular in his atten-

dance on the means of grace.

Another woman in the same parish iiad said, that she had
derived more benefit from reading The New Year's Gift, than

from any book she had ever read in her life. The New Year's
Gift, and the Recollections on the Past Year, were, at

the beginning of the present year put into the hands of another of
my parishioners, who said, " she would not have been without
them for a thousand pounds." In this latter case, these Tracts,

among other means, have, through the agency of the Spirit of God,
been the instrument of her conviction of sin, and of the conversion

of her soul to God.
The last year's Report recommended the plan of lending

Tracts from house to house. I was particularly gratified with
hearing this, as in one of my parishes this method has been adopted
for upwards of eleven years; and, in the other, several ladies

kindly employ themselves, in their daily walks and weekly rounds,

in lending Tracts to their poor neighbours; one of the effects

produced by this plan has been an evident improvement in their

attendance at church ; and I would venture to hold up the active

exertions of those ladies of F , as an example worthy of imita-

tion, to the ladies of neighbouring villages.

From the Address of the Rev, J. Hinmers.

Of the various publications circulated by the Religious Tract

Society that entitled The Swearer's Prayer has been particu-

larly useful. An instance of its usefulness came under my own
observation about twelve months ago. Being requested to visit

a poor man, a Sailor, who was considered dangerously ill, I found

him in a very distressed state: severe poverty added to a great

affliction, and his being destitute of the comforts his situation

required, aggravated the misery of his condition. In these cir-

cumstances, faith and hope in God made him truly happy. liis

Bible, which lay by him, (the gift of the London Seaman's Friend

Society,) he said was his principal treasure upon earth. His only

complaint was the annoyance he received from the oaths of a

drunken neighbour. The poor man, on his apparently dying bed,

felt deeply for the dishonour done to God by the profaneness of his

neighbour, and for the misery he was bringing on his inunortal

soul. lie jent liini The Swearer's Prayer. He read it; and



18:i4.] BOSTON. 45

the Divine blessing accompanied this last effort to save a soul from

death. When I enquired a few days ago respecting this person,

I was happy to learn that he has abandoned his profane practices,

and is considered a truly religious man.

A short Narrative of the Rise and Progress of the Branch Tract

Societies at Holbeach and its vicinity.

The utility of holding Public Anniversary Meetings of Reli-

gious Institutions is generally admitted; but a more decided testi-

mony in their favor was perhaps never recorded, than that which
is furnished by the following circumstance.

A poor but pious man, who for many years earned a scanty

maintenance as a laborer in husbandry, having hurt his hand, was
incapable of working. This circumstance afforded him an oppor-

tunity of attending the General Baptist Missionary Society's Anni-

versary at Boston, tiie Annual Meeting of the Lincoln Auxiliary

Bible Society, and of the Boston Tract Society. These opportu-

nities were to him a rich treat— they informed him of the progress

of that Gospel, which he had felt to be the power of God to his

salvation, and he longed to be an humble instrument in communi-
cating to others the same glad tidings. To the proceedings at the

Anniversary of the Boston Tract Society, held in 1822, he listened

with the deepest attention, and as the Secretary enumerated the

different towns in which the Society had subscribers, he listened for

Holbeach, his place of residence, which was not included in the

number. " What," said he to himself; " not one Subscriber in the

Parish of Holbeach, which is nearly equal in size to the whole County

of Rutland ?— I must try what I can do at spring." He purchased a

copy of the Boston Gazette, which contained a report of the speeches

at the above Meeting; these he read over, on his return home, to some

of his pious friends; the accounts they thus heard were to them as

" idle tales"— they had never heard of such things before, and had

no knowledge of the existence of such an Institution as the Religious

Tract Society, nor of the Boston Auxiliary. Having, by these

means, succeeded in exciting an interest in the minds of a few indi-

viduals, his idea of waiting until spring was abandoned, and he

resolved to act in conformity with the advice of the Wise Man,
•' Whatsoever thine hand findelh to do, do it with thy might." He
accordingly walked over to Boston, a distance of eighteen miles, to

consult the Secretary of this Society as to the best mode of pro-

ceeding. He was furnished with the necessary instructions, and a

parcel of Reports, Tracts, &c. for distribution : these he lent and

gave away, as circumstances dictated, carefully covering the Reports,

and writing on the outside, " Read, and lend to your neighbours."

He soon engaged several respectable females in the work; these he

styled his "Advocates ;" and thus, by the blessing of God upon the

exertions of one poor man, has our Auxiliary Tract Society obtained

about ONE HUNDRED SUBSCRIBERS, in less than a year, in the

Towns and Parishes of Holbeach, Lomj Sutton, Holbeach Drove^
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Tijd St. Mary's, Tyd St. Giles's, Whapload, Sutton, Fleet, Sutton
St. James', Gedney, Gedney Hill, Fosdyke, Croivland, Sutto7i

St. Edmund's, March, and Parson Drove.
During the winter, when the severe frost prevented his working,

he employed himself in " Tracting," as he styles his exertions for

our Society, and many times visited Boston, and traversed the exten-
sive district which comprehended what he calls his " Plan," travelling

many scores of miles to promote the objects of this Institution,

without fee or reward, other than " the answer of a good conscience
towards God."

On finding, from the Report of the Boston Auxiliary, that

some notice was to be taken of his proceedings, he begged that as

little might be said of him as possible, consenting to its beiog pub-
lished, only on the consideration of the possibility of some other
laborers being stimulated by his example. But for this circum-
stance much more might have been said. Some extracts from his

Journal shall close this brief sketch.
" I have been working in the Parish of Croivland, and my friend,

who I hoped would become a Tract-man there, has begun by first

subscribing himself. He points to the church-yard, saying that will

soon be his place, and then he shall give over. He has the pleasure

of seeing the work of the Lord prospering in hi'* hands, as it respects

his Sunday School, which contains 170 children. It has been their

plan to reward them with pence; but when ihe Teachers saw our
neat little books for that purpose, tbey said I might take the pence,
and they the books. My friend has the gratification of seeing some
that he taught first, now becoming Teachers in the same School.
Pleasing thought, but a more pleasing sight!

" I visited a village on ray Plan, and gratified I was. The
Tract-man there is a native of Holbeach I lent him some of the
Boston Reports, Extracts, and some of my own covered Tracts

;

all which he lends, writes on them, " Read, keep them clean, and
return them." He has a weekly Prayer-meeting at his house, when
he takes the opportunity of lending the poor persons who attend
Tracts, which they take home, and bring the following week to be
exchanged. He says his meetings have increased ever since he
began to lend the Tracts. He is endeavouring to raise subscriptions

of a penny or a halfpenny per week, to be laid out in Tracts. The
Reports and Extracts he lends among the substantial people, and
his success far exceeds my exjiectation.

" I sent one of The Sw^earer's Prayer to a man who had
been very profane ; he was much struck on its being read, and pro-
mised to give over the wicked practice. He had the Bible reached
down, and set his children to read the portions of Scriplure referred

to in the Tract, in rotation."

As the necessary attention which the subject of the above nar-
rative was obliged to give to his daily occupations, (the only means
by which he could obtain a livelihood,) prevented his pacing that

attention wliicli he was anxious to devote to the circulation of
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Tracts, a few friends have started him as a Hawker ; so that he
will in future bean itinerant Trader, as well as a gratuitous Agent
of the Boston Auxiliary Tract Society.

10. From the Ninth Annual Report of the Liverpool Religious

Tract Society.

From the Secretary of the Ship Committee, who is also one of the

Secretaries of the Bethel Companies.

Flats on the River.—" I have made five visits (the distributor

reports) to the flats, and distributed 107 small and sheet Tracts,
and I have been much pleased to see the Sheet Tracts nailed up in

their cabins. To a flatman, who said he was very glad to see me,
I said, " Has any good been done among youl" He replied, " I

have pleasure in telling you, that one and another of us wicked
flatmen are called by grace to serve the Lord Jesus ; many flatmen

will bless God to all eternity that they read Tracts."

I have the pleasure to report, that a Tract which was the

means of the conversion of a flatman, was presented to him at one
of the Bethel Meetings; and farther, that there is every evidence

of a real conversion having been efi'ected : he continues to attend

the Bethel Meetings when his flat is in the port, and very frequently

engages in prayer with the Sailors.

A Captain who has lately been brought to the knowledge of the

truth, gives the following account of the Christian conduct and the

solicitude of a Ship-owner, to promote the best interests of the

Sailors in his employ, by the distribution of Religious Tracts:—
*' Some years ago," said he, " when I was mate of a vessel out of

Lancaster, belonging to Mr.E—, I was often supplied with Tracts

by that gentleman, who used to come down to the vessel on the day
we were to sail, with a quantity of Tracts; and he would shake

hands with us all, and give a small quantity to each of us, and
request we would read them, and would then wish us a good voyage.

These Tracts, he said, he often read ; but though they were not

blessed to him, so as to produce a change of heart, they were the

means of often preventing him from running into the same excess of

riot with others, and into which he believes he should otherwise

have gone, and had often gone before he read the Tracts."

The Captain of a vessel lying in the Queen's Dock, when visited,

said he had many Tracts on board, which were given to him at

Aberdeen, to which place his vessel belonged, and where all vessels

were supplied ; and that he himself subscribed .£1. Is. per annum
to the Society there.

At one of the Bethel meetings, very lately, two men were en-

gaged in prayer, and they both thanked God for the good they had
received from Tracts. One of them was the young sailor formerly

mentioned, as havicg been converted by reading "The Swearer's
Prayer:" the other was a flatman, who has recently become a

changed character by the reading of the same Tract.
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11» Extractsfrom the Monthly Repwts of the Liverpool Ladies
Tract Association.

A Clergyman in theis^neighbourliood of Warrington, some
time ago, gave " The Sweaer's Prayer" to a Factory girl,

desiring iier to give it to one of the workmen, who was much in

the habit of swearing. The young woman saw the Clergyman last

week, and informed him she had perused the Tract before she gave

it to the workman, and that it had been the means of convincing her

of sin: she had been much in the habit of swearing; but she hoped

now, by the grace of God, she was earnestly imploring salvation

from that blessed God, whose damnation she had often invoked.

The Distributor has much pleasure in stating the cordial recep-

tion the Loan Tracts have met with in two Districts, containing

about sixty poor families ; not more than ten have refued to receive

them.

The Distributor, in passing the door of a woman, who on for-

mer occasions had treated her very rudely, hesitated respecting

leaving her a Tract, fearing lest another attempt might render her

still more insolent : however, she ventured : the woman was not at

home, but the husband came forward, and very willingly received

it. When the Distributor called the following week, the woman
brought the Tract to the door, expressed her obligation for it, and

said she should be very happy to receive them every week. This

woman very seldom attends a place of worship : by profession, she

is a Catholic : whether she has the Scriptures or not, has not yet

been ascertained ; for she refuses to have any thing to do with the

Bible Society.

It may be interesting to this Committee to learn, that one of

their agents has every reason to believe good has been done, by ^

Tract which he gave to a poor black man two years since, who had

just landed from an American vessel, and was consulting with the

rest of his crew how they should spend their evening: after some
consideration, they all decided upon their different pursuits, except

the poor black man, whom they left behind. A. C observing

this, went up to him, and asked him how it was he did not go with his

brother seamen ; he replied, "Oh, me poor man—me no money

—

me go on board and read de songs." " SVhat, then," said A. C ,

" you can read?" "Oh, yes," was the answer. He then drew from

his pocket "The Swearer's Prayer," and said, "perhaps you

will read this, it will be something new to you." The Tract was

accepted, and A. C saw nothing more of him until a few months

since, when he was accosted in the street in the following manner:—
"Tank you. Sir, for de book." "What book, my good fellow?"

"De book of life dat you gave me two years ago." A. C not being

able to remember ever having given him a Bible, still remained

wondering ; when the poor man exclaimed, " it was De Swearer's
Prayer ; and me did read it to all de crew, and not one of dem
do swear now. Oh ! it is de book of life I" A. C had some inte-

resting conversation with him, and learned that his name was

Alexander de Bows.
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12. From a Minister in the Scilly Islands.

St. Mary's, January 26tk, 1824.

Mr. J. who was employed in these Islands, has now left (hem,
and I have been called to succeed him, bolh io predching of the
gospel to the Islanders, and in the distribution of Religious Tracts
a:uoug the numerous vessels that sotneliincs anchor in our harbours;
b)- which means, the Tracts are carried to ail parts o( the world!
My stock is now almost exijausted; and, as I hope and believe that
many souls, in the day of judgment, will appear lo have been led to
Christ by means of these messengers of love, 1 humbly pray for a
fresh supply. I should be truly glad if 1 c ,uld in any way asbi.t
your funds, but deep poverty abounds here, so that I can hardly
obtain sutiicieut to procure candle-light, to carry on the worship of
God. I must, therefore, hope you will be inclined to supply us
gratuitously: and if the larger pari of your next grai>< is of those
Tracts which are particularly adapted to Seaine^', they will be
most acceptable.

12. From the First Annual Report of ^he Norwich Auxiliary
Religious Tract S>ci€ty.

From your Depository have issued, no less than 65,576 Tracts,

principally through subscribers; 14,220 Handbill Tracts; and

252 dozen Children's Books; aiaking the first year's circula-

tion to amount to 86,820.
The Swearer's Prayer was given to a young man

much addicted to swearing ; after reading it, which was on Sunday
afternoon, he was induced to attend the preaching of the gospel

;

he was observed to read it before the service conjmenced, and again

after he returned home. The Tract was given him more than si*

months ago ; since that time he has not been heard to utter an oath,

and he now regularly attends the means of grace.

Another subscriber gave the Tract, Sin no TRli'Lii, to a

country person, which he perused on his return home, and was so

impressed by the truths which it contains, that he returned on the

following market-day for one hundred copies of the same Tract to

circulate among his neighbours, hoping that they also might cjerive

equal benefit with himself from its contents.

A correspondent in the coutity of Norfolk states, that a Tract

from your Dejjository, called Extracts FROM THE LiiE of
Thomas Paine, fell into ihe hands of a possessor of " The Age

of Reason," who had been frequently solicited by his wife, (a pious

woman,) to destroy that work. It being part of his father's legacy,

her intrealies were in vain ; but on reading the Tract, he voluntarily

committed that blasphemous publication to the flames, expressing

his determination, that, if such a life were the effect of such senli-

ineiils, he would read " The Age of Reason" no more.

Many other circuiustanccs of a hopeful nature have come lo lli?

G
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knowledge of your CommiUee, which ihey deern more prudent

to withhold for the present.

Among the operations of your Committee, they desire to no-

tice, that they have availed themselves of several public occasions to

circulate your silent monitors.

Among the Drovers on the Castle Hill, a considerable number
have been distributed, and instances of usefulness have occurred,

several persons having been, by this means, induced regularly to

attend the public worship.

On Sunday evening, in the Guild-week, about fifteen hundred

Tracts were circulated by the agents of your Society, among the

throngs of persons promenading Street and its environs.

On various other public occasions, similar distributions have been

made; and, as the funds of your Society shall advance, your Com-
mittee hope to renew and extend their operations in this depart-

Uient.

I'i. From a Minister in the Counti'y.

Newton-Abbot, December 10th, 1823.

Fob some years ^^ast, we have distributed annually many
hundreds of Tracts in vhis town; but since the visit of your
Deputation, the attention of some of my friends has been more
particularly directed to the w-^rk, and a disposition has been ex-
cited to circulate Religious Ti^cts, not only in the town, but
also in the adjacent villages; and wq are surrounded by many, the
inhabitants of which are numerous, wViile but little has been done
to promote their best interests. Accordingly, on the first of Decem-
ber a meeting was held, and a small Society formed. At the above
meeting, several instances of the usefulness of Tracts within our
knowledge, were related, two or three of which I will communicate.
A man of this place, who had been addicted to intoxication, and, con-
sequently, had neglected his family, one evening took up the Tract,
To THE Aged, which his child had received at our Sunday-
School; he read it with attention, and, it is hoped, with the best
efl^ects. He is now regular in his attendance at Divine Worship, and
frequently is present with his wife at our evening lectures. His
family, previously, had all the appearance of want and wretchedness,
but they now appear decent and contented.

A person at the entrance of our town, about a year ago, met a far-
mer's boy with a cart, and hearing him use the most horrible curses
on the horses, said unto him, "Why do you swear so? Can jou
read ?" The boy very respectfully said, " Yes ;" upon which he was
presented with The Swearer's Prayer, which he promised
to read attentively. About a week afterwards, as the person above
alluded to was walking near the place where he had given the Tract,
he was addressed by the boy, (who passed by with the same carl,)
Sir, I shall never swear any more now;" and I am informed, that he
has become a constant and serious attendant upon religious service
in a neighbouring village.
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Another uistance I beg leave to raenttun.—A genU£iu»n of my
congregation, travelling to London by one of the stage coaches,
distributed some Tracts by the way, at last he said to the coachman,
" I have not offered you any Tracts, but if you will read them, here
are some for your acceptance," at the same time, giving him seven
or eight different Tracts, without any further conversation. About
a year after, the same gentleman having occasion again to go to

London, travelled in the same coach, and with the same coachman.
Near the spot where he had formerly given him the Tracts, the
coachman addressed him: " Sir, I believe you are the gentleman
that, some time ago, gave me some Religious Tracts. I must be
short, but I have reason to bless God for those Tracts; and I

would have said more, if time permitted:"— he added, " 1 have a
wife that is a good woman, and I was her greatest persecutor

;

but now it is mv greatest pleasure to go with her to the House
of God.

I have only to observe, that as we are now entering on a more
extensive, and, consequently, more expensive plan than we have
tiitherto pursued, we must beg you to send Tracts to the full

amount of money at present remitted, though, I hope, before the

end of next year, we shall be able to do something for the general

objects of the Society,

15. From the Stroud Auxiliary.

In some of the districts, the plan of loan-distribution from
tiouse to house, on the average of once in the fortnight, has been
adopted with the most gratifying success. The reporters from Clial-

ford relate three instances of a change of heart and life, as the result

of their labours according to this system. Of these three, one was
a young female, to whom the reading of Susan Ward was
blessed, in the hour of great suffering and poverty. Since her

recovery, those deep impressions which were made in sickness,

seem to be strengthened. The other two cases were amongst the

oldest and stoutest advocates that Satan had in the neighbour-

hood. One of them being asked what tidings he would send to

his Minister, of the utility of the Tracts, answered with great

warmth of feeling, " he hoped he should have reason to the day of

his death, to thank God that the Tracts wer6 ever brought to his

house." He wasfornierly proverbial for his wickedness. The other

was an old man, that had not only lived in the neglect of the means
grace, but hated all that professed religion. He counted it a

proof of his manly decision, that he would never be seen within

the walls of a place of worship, but he is now one of the most atten-

tive and serious hearers to be seen therein. On being asked whe-
ther it was any particular Tract that affected his mind more than

another, he answered it was not ; but he received them all in their

regular course, and read them with great attention. At last, his

uneasiness of mind became so great, that he could not conceal it.

He said he was ashamed that his family should see him so affected.
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and has, therefore, often retired from iheni to give vent to his feel-

ings, " My heart," said he, " began to grow bigger, and then the

tears would come." Besides these persons, tlie reporters state that

many are seriously impressed, and begin attentively to listen to the

gospel, whicli before they neglected and despised. It must be

gratifying to hear from their testimony, that between sixteen and

twenty heads of families now enter a place of worship,who formerly

spent their Sabbaths in indolence and vice. Their children are

sent to a Sunday-school; the very appearance of their houses is

improved ; and their bodies are covered with something like clean

raiment. The moral effect which this plan of loan-distribution has

had upon the social and domestic habits of many of the poor, is of

the most pleasing kind. An agent employed in this work states,

that in one house where he left his Tract, the man and his wife

had neither hat nor bonnet, and made that an excuse for neglect-

ing public worship.—The man's disposition became decidedly

«ltered by the reading of the Tracts, and he no sooner found the

will, than he discovered the way. He borrowed a hat to wear on

Sundays, for a short time, but soon became rich enough to be mas-

ter of one himself. He found a boiniet for his wife, and clothing

for his children, and now lives soberly and honestly,— and, what
he could not do before, pays regularly what he owes.

Several villages in the neighbourhood have been supplied with

Tracts, partly by your Committee, and partly by private aid. In

many families, one of the children, taught at the Suuday school, is

employed to read them to the family; and many parents, who are

unable to read, are willing to listen. Two children were overheard

speaking of the young man who visits them ; one of whom, in great

simplicity, said to the other, " Dost thee know what John H
comes here for with tlieni Tracts?" "No," said tiie other, "what
is it for]" " It is," re|)lied he, " the good Lord that sends him

here to do ns good," Indeed, they have so many questions to ask,

the young man finds it difficult to leave them, and seldom retires

without feeling the better for his visit. In gaining access to a res-

pectable house, where oaths abounded, a brook that passed

through the garden seemed to be the only safe medium: 'I'he

Swearer's Prayer was consigned to the stream, in hopes it

would pass to its intended destination. The little visitor was

taken from the water, dried and read, and met with a much better

reception than was expected. It was no sooner ascertained who
had sent it floating down the stream, than he was requested to

bring as many more Tracts as he pleased on dry land.

16. From the Superintendent of the Fiizroy Schools.

August 11th, 1823.

The Tract published by your Society last September, with a

hope that it niiglit, in some degree, tend to counteract the evils of

Bartholomew Fair, by restraining the young people of Sabbath-

Schools, and others, from partakiiii; in its idle and destructive
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amusements, was distributed among tiie children of the Fitzroy
Schools. They were given on the Sunday afternoon before the
Fair, accompanied with such general adraonitions'as might, under
t!ie divine blessing, further the important object you had in view.

We have 600 children in these schools, (400 boys and 200
girls:) and, upon the strictest examination towards the close of the
week, we found that no more than three girls, and Jive boys, had
been to the fair ; and that these would not have gone, had not their

parents taken them. Two or three cases occurred, in which the

children begged their parents not to take them, saying that their

Teachers would be sorry to know that they had been; and that
they were sure no good could be got by going. We have every
reason to be satisfied that the parents, in general, were suitably

affected at this proof of our care, both of them and their children

;

and that it had the effect of very generally restraining them from
increasing the crowds who frequented that scene of all that is evil.

We find this feeding of friendship, on their parts, towards us
increasing, we think, yearly; and we are most anxious to cultivate

and improve it.

Besides the above special distribution, we have a quarterly
distribution of Tracts to all the children: the impression made on
those occasions, appear to us to be of the best sort. These little

inessengersof yours are thus sent,— say, into 500 different families

at the same time, and probably become the conversation of the

evening, and, perhaps, for many days afterwards.

17. From the second Report of the Cambridgeshire Auxiliary
Religious Tract Society.

At Stirbitch Fair, which is held in the outskirts of Cambridge,
an eftbrt was made, not without success, to distribute Tracts among
those who came to that great resort: a large number were committed
to some active members of the Committee, who attended the fair

for several successive evenings, and nearly 1200 were distributed,

which were in general respectfully, and, in some instances, grate-

fully, received. Let respectable residents in country villages re-

member to circulate Tracts at the village-feasts, and among
labourers in hay-time and harvest.

Your Committee renew their devout expressions of thankful-

ness for the prosperity that has hitherto attended the progress of
the Parent Institution, and particularly of this Auxiliary: yet,

rejoicing as they most unfeignedly do in all that has been accom-
plished, I hey still must be allowed to question whether the Tract

Society has attained to any thing like the summit of its usefulness,

or even received that measure of attention from intelligent men
which its confessed excellence, as an instrument of extensive

beneficence, demands. Without for a moment bringing it into

competition with other Institutions, to which they are equally at-

tached, they perfectly coincide in the opinion expressed by several

valuable Missionaries, tliat much must be expected in the future
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fevangelization of the heathen world, from the distribution ofTracts.

It is well known how great is the difficulty of providing Mission-

aries in sufficient numbers, suitably qualified to instruct the crowded
population of different countries: and there are many cases in

which Bibles would be comparatively inefficient, unless preceded

by some impressive or awakening instruction, or accompanied by
the living voice, because persons will not sit down to the study of

a large volume, till some interest is excited in its favour. But
Tracts obtain an easier admission, are readily understood, may be
furnished in greater quantities, and at less expense: they have
often been found to prepare the way for Bibles— to second the

exertions of Missionaries— and, where neither can be sent, to

supply, in some measure, the place of both, by unfolding the fun-

damental truths of the great salvation. We know not what good
may be done in these respects, by the distribution of a single Tract.

It is related by Dr. Henderson, that during his Travels in the

northern parts of Europe, he was detained for some time at Copen-
hagen ; and, that while there, he employed himself in translating

the Tract entitled The Great Question Answered ; and, that

the circulation of this Tract had been traced as the source of
all the Bible Societies in Russia, Sweden, and the neighbouring

countries.

In the case of China, Spain, and the countries bordering on
the Mediterranean, already alluded to, how difficult, if not im-

possible, would it be to originate and carry on a system of sacred
instruction, without the assistance of Tracts! Where shall Mis-
sionaries be found furnished for the duties which these scenes of
various labour present? And how, if they were to spring up as

by miracle, could they make their way among nations hostile to

their object, suspicious of their motives, and unprepared for the

reception of the distinguishing discoveries of divine revelation,

without some such preliminary aid as this Society offers? The
very interesting volume of Christian Researches in the Mediterra-
nean, recently published by the Rev. W. Jowett, presents an appalling

enumeration of difficulties, moral, political, ecclesiastical, and inci-

dental, which must be overcome, in order to the successful pro-

mulgation of the Gospel of Christ, in countries once blessed with its

hallowed light, but now darkened with ignorance, infidelity, and
error. This respected individual, who occupies a station which gives

access to a line of coast equal to nearly one half of the circuit of the

globe, and is surrounded by every variety of character, language,

national distinctions, and religious prejudices, deeply feels the value

of Tracts, and has devoted much of his time to preparing them for

publication. In the countries bordering upon the Levant, especially.

Tracts will furnish the best precui-sors to future Missionaries, by
removing prejudice, and exciting inquiry: and they form, possibly,

the only mens by which multitudes of the present generation, now
rapidly passing into a solemn eternity, can be made acquainted
wilh the hope of the Gospel.

It is worthy of remark, connected wilh these observations, that
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in these very regions, the Scriptures were originally published as

Tracts. The Gospels of the EvangeHsts were dispersed as Tracts;

the Epistles of St. Paul were sent as separate Tracts; the Ad-
dresses to the Seven Churches were of the nature of Tracts; and
the Epistles of St. Peter were Tracts immediately directed to the
Christian strangers scattered through proconsular Asia, Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, and Bithynia. And if ever the golden lamps
of the Apocalyptic Churches are to be rekindled, and the continent

of Asia is to be revisited by the glory which has long since de-
parted— an expectation which, guided by the light of prophecy, we
confidently cherish :— if the darkness which has for ages obscured
the fairest portions of the earth, is to be scattered, and the idolatries

of Paganism are to be destroyed and the delusions of Mahonime-
dan superstition are to be broken, and all anti-christian heresies, ia

every quarter of the globe, are to be abolished,— it must be by a re-

currence to the ancient principles and the wise expedients of former
and better times— by the faithful exhibition of the truth and grace
of our exalted Redeemer, in the doctrines of zealous Missionaries,

and in the useful lives of devoted Christians. Thus, and thus only,

shall our Lord's sublime and prophetic declaration be completely
fulfilled, "Now is the judgment of this world; now is the prince

of this world cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will

draw all men unto me."
To have contributed in any degree to this mighty triumph, if it

be but by the breathing forth of fervent prayer, or by the distribu-

tion of Bibles and the circulation of Tracts, or by the more prevail-

ing eloquence of a holy life, will appear, in the great consumma-
tion, of far superior importance than to have inherited the most
splendid of those fugitive distinctions which time has to offer.

18. JFrom the Hoxton Academy Chapel Sunday Sclwol

Auxiliary Tract Society.

Your Committee have adopted the plan of distributing Tracts

by loan. They have divided themselves into three Sub-committees,

each of which takes a certain district; and they exchange the

Tracts every alternate Sabbath : Quarterly Reports are made to

to the General Committee ; and, upon the whole, the accounts are

very encouraging. The Tracts are received with avidity : and, in

many cases read with attention : many of those who at first refused

to take them, are now anxious to peruse them. When your Distri-

butors make their appearance, the inhabitants often come to the

doors with their Tracts in their hand, evidently impatient to be

gratified with the perusal of others. At one house they were

informed that a little girl had learned by heart the whole of the

first Tract which had been lent; and on calling for the second, the

mother requested that it might be left a little longer, as her

daughter had then only learned half of it. An elderly woman,
after taking the Tract, went up to her table, and, with pleasure

beaming in her countenance, exclaimed, " Thank God, I shall have



56 DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. [25th Report,

a treat this afternoon!" A man, about fifty years of age, when
called upon to have his Tract exchanged, requested to have The
Life of Colonel Gardiner, which he said he had read, and
wished to peruse again; as he stated that he was desirous of pro-

curing a book mentioned therein, and which was the means, in some
measure, of converting the Colonel. He was, he said, so bad,

that he thought nothing could change him; of course his request

was acceded to. Your Committee continued to supply him with

Tracts as long as he remained in the district, for which he always

appeared thankful, and seemed to read them with attention.

Another man, a brick-maker, requested the loan of a packet

of Tracts ; stating that he would get his wife's sister to read them to

liim, to prevent him going to the public house on a Sunday, ivhich

he did for want of something to amuse his mind.

In addition to leaving the Tracts, your Committee made a

point of enquiring at every house if there were any children

;

and whether or no they attended a Sunday-school; and the result

was, that many parents who had hitherto neglected to afford their

children this privilege, were induced to send them to this place

for instruction.

In the districts where your Committee have thus endeavoured
to spread the principles of heavenly truth, it is perhaps scarcely

to be imagined, by those who have not had the opportunity of

witnessing it themselves, the extent to which ignorance and vice

prevailed in many parts when they entered on their duties. Infi-

delity and irreligion seemed to abound ; but into these places

where the Power of Darkness apparently held his despotic sway,

firm and immoveable, has the light of heavenly truth darted its

powerful rays. One hundred and fifty families have been supplied

with those publications, which have so often been rendered the

means, in the hands of the Divine Spirit, of turning men from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.—These
families have, in many instances, lent them to their friends and
relations, and thus numbers have been led to peruse them. Oh

!

let the prayers of all ascend to the Giver of every good and per-

fect gift, for the influences of his Holy Spirit to water the seed

which has been scattered, so that that which has been sown in

weakness, may be raised in power, and produce a glorious harvest.

We would fain hope that our labors have not been entirely in

vain, for now, instead of newspapers and infidel pamphlets being

read on the Sabbath, the time of many is found more j)rofitably

employed in perusing the Tracts which have been put into their

hands.

19. From the Journal of a Tract Distributor in the Metropolis

and its Vicinity.

Tub Committee of the Religious Tract Society are induced

to publish llie following simple Narrative, as it discloses the dark

and wretched stale of a large portion of the inhabitants of our
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great city. To those who are uDacquatnted with these scenes,

tlie details of ignorance and crime, (which the Committee have

felt themselves compelled to abridge,) will appear hardly cre-

dible; but the Committee have full ground for confidence in

the narrator.

May these particulars be the means of exciting to increased

exertions, especially in the distribution of Tracts and Bibles.

While we feel for the wants of other lands, let us not neglect our

own ; surely the Auxiliary Bible Societies of these various districts

in the Metropolis, will not pass over the want of the Scriptures so

forcibly described. Nor are these scenes confined to London;
the crowded parts of our large manufacturing towns and cities>

will be found also in need of similar labors.

I MAKE a further Report of my visits for the distribution of
Tracts in the outskirts and vicinity of London. In these parts

patience and humility are often put to the test. It is matter of
thankfulness to be preserved in a calm and commiserating spirit;

and I need your prayers for more and more of this spirit to be
given me.

On Monday, December 29th, 1823, I visited V ; White^
lion-court, Lemon-court, Nine-elms, Prince's-street, Andersou's-

walk, V****-square, V****-row, V****-gardens, and Glasshouse-

street. In these parts there are many lodgers, who received my
Tracts very eagerly. I had conversation with many of them, and
found a great number without Bibles. I visited the worst parts,

and found them in great spiritual darkness. I also visited the

public houses. The people, in general, said they thought my
meaning was good, and were thankful.

Monday, January 5th, 1824.— I visited ********, George-
yard, Wentworth-street, George-street, Flower and Dean-court and
Street, New-court Skittle-grounds, Rosemary-court, Moseley-court,

Bunch's-alley, Thrawl-street, Crown-court, Lemon-court, Good-
man-court, Eastman-court, Sliortcr-slreet, Bell-lane.—These places

are become the habitations of characters of the most dreadful

description. I believe they produce more criminals than any other

part in the neighbourhood of London. I am informed, by a

respectable person, that there is a gang of thieves now existing in

this neighbourhood, about two hundred in number. I visited
****** ***** on the Sabbath-day, to see how they spent that day,

and I found about forty persons, during the time of Divine Service

in the afternoon, some fighting their bull dogs, and others bringing

dogs for the same purpose. I began to reason with them upon the

awfuluess of their practices, and the necessity of going to hear

the Gospel preached ; it tended to disperse the mob, and they

took their dogs away. I stopped some time to converse with

them, and some heard me with attention. I found a great many
II
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children beholding these wretched sports, and asked them why
they did not go to a Sunday school? I went with some of them to

their parents, and conversed upon the necessity of sending them.
A Sunday-school should be opened in this and many other similar

places. If warriors wish to gain the victory, they should come to

close quarters with their enemies, I visited this Yard again, on
another Sabbath-day, and 1 found sixty or seventy persons assem-
bled to view two men fighting; when I appeared, the fight was
stopped, and the mob dispersed; some of the people staid to

hear what 1 had to say, and I reasoned with them, for a conside-

rable time, from the Scriptures: it was at the time of Divine
Service in the afternoon. There have been many persons knocked
down and robbed in this place; but hitherto I have been preserved,

by the mercy of God, and I desire to feel humble and thankful to

Him who has all power in heaven and in earth.

Monday, January 12th.— I visited the following places in

W ; Essex-street, Elger-street, Cobbenrents and Court;
Chapel-court, Moor-court, Rose-alley, Martin's-court, Catherine-

wheel-court, Rose-and-crown-alley, Sugarloaf-court, Gulston-street

and Court, Old Castle-street and Alley, Castle-place, Castle Riding-

street and Alley.— I found these parts in gross mental darkness.

There were many Jews and Irishmen, and it was very rare to find

a good book among them. Some of the Jews rejected my Tracts

;

but I met with some Protestants who received them with thank-
fulness, and were glad to hear what I had to say; my conversation

appeared new to them : I spoke to them of the necessity of sending
their children to Sunday-schools, and for themselves to read the

Bible, and to attend a place of worship. I found many without
the Scriptures; I told them how Bibles might be easily obtained, at

a small price.

Monday, January 19th.— I visited W and S ; Angel-
alley, Mason's-court, Remin-place, Pew-row, Flying-horse-yard,

Heneage-street, John-street, Nebo-street and Court, Shepherd-
street, Ariel-place, Rose lane. Needs-court, Fashion-court and
Street. I found much ignorance in these places, and there was a

great scarcity of Bibles. They received the Tracts, in general,

with great eagerness, and attended to the remarks which I made.
Monday, January 26th.— I visited S ; Old Montague-

street and Court, Furby-court, Green-dragon-yard, Lamb-court,
King's-arras-court, Black-lion-yard, Finch-street, Ely-street, Dow-
son-place, Little Halifax-street, Chicksand-street and Court, Little

John-street, and Oak-street. I have distributed Tracts in these

parts before, and they have expressed great thankfulness, and felt

great satisfaction in reading them; here also there is a great

scarcity of Bibles.

3Ionday, February 2d.— I visited St. G ; I found here

much profligacy; they seemed very careless about receiving my
Tracts ; I conversed with them on the uncertainty of life, the cer-

tainty of death and judijment, and the necessity of being changed
by divine grace. One woman acknowledged what I said was true;
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a woman in her house lately died suddenly, and she heard what I

had to say with great attention. I distributed Tracts in the
following places: George-street, Hivey-street and Square, Church-
street and Lane, Banibury-street, Manor- street, Lawrence-street,
Buck-street and Court, Jones's-court, Canada-court, Richards-
court, and ********** Yard. I was told that 1 siiould not go
to this place, for there was great danger of my life; but 1 found
the peoj)le in general received the Tracts with eagerness. Some
of them said, that they supposed I was come to make them
Methodists. I told them that it was necessary to turn from a bad
method and follow a good one, and that it was a great privilege to

have a Bible, and to read it for themselve?, with prayer and thank-
fulness : that living and dying in their sins and ignorance, their end
would be awful, for as the tree falls, so it lies ; and that there was
no repentance in the grave. It was their duty to look unto Christ
to-day, to grant them repentance unto life, and a lively faith in his

mercy; to wash away their sins with his blood, and to give them
grace, and counteract the abominations of their hearts. They
seemed astonished at my language; it appeared quite new to them,
and checked their levity in some degree.

I visited the Parish of St. J , in the following streets:

Husband-street, Hopkins-street, Cock-alley, Maidenhead-court,

New-street; and I distributed Tracts in the public-houses, in a

general way; in some of them I met with large companies, who
seemed confused, and struck with silence on my appearance; they

received the Tracts willingly. I spoke much upon the uncertainty

of life, and that Death was continually making his inroads, and
these occurrences say to us, " Seek the Lord while he may be

found ; call upon him while he is near." There is no time to be

lost; but there needs earnest prayer for the out-pouring of the

Spirit, to convince of sin, and create in these people broken and
contrite hearts on account of their sins, and excite a disposition in

them to read the Scriptures, and to hear the Gospel preached,

which is able to make them wise unto salvation.

Monday, Febrtiary Qth.— \ visited the following places in

St. G ;
Queen-street and Court, Little Queen-street, Three-

colt-court, Prussian-island, Crown-court, Pear court, Ship-street,

Farthing-fields, Boarded-entry, Gold-street, Pell-street, Silver-

street, Ciunamon-street, Warrt-n square, Mordaunt-court, Patrick-

alley, Chopping-court, Prince'-i-court, Maccred-place, Elliol's-court,

and King-street. In these places the inhabitants are chiefly Irish

people, and they abound with scenes of wretchedness and nn'sery.

I met with a man to whom I have given Tracts at the Pension-

office; he was very ill, and was glad to hear what 1 had to say on

religious subjects. This neighbourhood appears to me similar to

G**** and St. G****. It abounds with blindness, ignorance, and

hardness of heart, which make the people a pest and a curse to

the country they reside in ; the language and actions of the cliil

dren are highly disgusting. They listened to me, and it seemed to

check their proceedings, and I hope that it may be made useful.

H 2
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In this part there is much need of the labors of those who feel for

the poor Irish.

I proceeded to Swine-court, Newton's-rents, Match-walk,
Mercy-court, Allum's-rents, Harris-buildings, St. David's-lane, and
Billet-court. In this place are many houses of an improper
description, but the inhabitants received the Tracts with eagerness,

and paid attention to my remarks ; I would hope that the seed

sown may not be without fruit There is a great scarcity of Bibles

in this neighbourhood.

Monday, February \Qth.— I visited N B ; Lion-

street, Cottage-place, New-street, Devonshire-street, Uxberry-
street. Place, and Court, William-street, Meadow-row, Thomas-
street, County-terrace, Brunswick-court, and Bedford-court.— The
youth whom the Committee wrote to me about, lived in L***-street,

in this neighbourhood. Many of the inhabitants of that noted
street, ***** ***»**^ are now removed into these parts. They
appear not so daring as formerly, and have received the Tracts
with eagerness. I met with the parents of ****j who was executed
last spring; they knew me again, and were very attentive to my
remarks. I was called in to see a young woman, who was in a
dying state ; she was very thankful to hear what I had to say

;

her brothers and sisters were surrounding her dying bed, and
kneeled down to pray with me. She was ignorant of divine things,

but very wilHng to hear me.
February 23d.— I visited B ; Dove-court, Lisbon-street,

Darling-row, Forsten-street, CoUingwood-street, Little Colling-

wood-street, York-place, Duke-street, Bath-street, North-street,

Garden-row, Pleasant-row and Place. There are very few Bibles

to be found here. The inhabitants are in great indigence. They
received my Tracts thankfully, in general.

March 1st.— 1 visited B*****-street and its vicinity ; Moor-
place, Gardens, and Court, Cock-alley, Brown's-court, Jew's-harp-
court, Loder's-court, Three Colt-court, Greenwood-place, Hale's-

buildings, Spagel-court, Smith's-buildings, New-court, Pheasant-
court, Cook's-court, Tingle-place, and Angel-alley. These parts

produce many felons. I met with some of my old acquaintance,
whom I had seen when visiting the prisons. I had some conversation
with them. I spoke to them upon the necessity of leaving the

company and places that lead them to sin, and the necessity of
going to places of public worship. I met with the family of a poor
man, who lately came out of the country, and took a house there

for cheapness of rent. He told me that he was shocked with the
wickedness of the neighbourhood. I advised him to quit the place,

and go into a more creditable situation, as his children were likely

to be ruined, if he stayed there. I met with the brother ofG-
,

who was executed some time since. He appeared in a dark state

of mind. His wife told me that she believed the soul perished
after death. I spoke to them on the immortality of the soul, a
being that has a beginning, but never will have an end, and the

)Rces;itY of its being transformed into the image of Chiist. I
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urged him to get a Bible, and told him that it was one of the

greatest blessings that could be put in his hands ; and also to pray
for the Holy Spirit of God to open his heart, to receive its instruc-

tions, and to transform his soul into the image of Christ. He
heard me with attention, and promised to get a Bible.

I went from thence into W ; Love-lane and Court, Petti-

coat-lane, Tripe-court and Yard, Boarded-yard, Horse-shoe-alley,

Cock-alley, Cox's-alleyand Square, Three-Tun-alley, Fishing-alley,

Bull's-court, Lanard's-buildings, Dinen-buildings, Tuten's-court,

Pottery-place, Bilhid-court, New-court, Green-yard, and Frying-

pan-alley. There are many Jews in these parts. They told me that

they did not want to know any thing about Mary's Son. I talked

with them. Some would not hear me, but turned away. I met
with many Protestants in the Courts and Alleys destitute of Bibles,

and in a state of gross darkness. I spoke to them of the necessity

of having Bibles, and reading them with attention, and going to

the house of God, and sending their children to Sunday-schools,

and pointed out where they might send them. They received the

Tracts with thankfulness.

March Qth.— I visited M E ; Ely-place, King Edward-
street, Spring-gardens, Lambeth-street, Beal-street, part of Church-

street, Carey's-rents and buildings. Oak-place, Harris's-buildings,

Gregoiy-place, Nelson's-alley, Spratt-alley, FuUer's-rents, North-

place, White's-row, Thomas-street, Greyhound-lane, New-court,

Short-passage, Elizabeth-place, John-street, and Ann-Street. In

these parts, there is a great want of Bibles. I took the opportunity

of speaking of the privilege of having a Bible, which might be

obtained at a very small expense ; saying, that a house without a

Bible, is like a ship at sea without a compass, or a house without

a window. Some of them wished to have a Bible, but did not

know wh^re to get one.

Marcn 15th.—W ; Smith's-place, Upper Gun-alley,

Crown-court. L A ; Brush-alley, Norridge-court, Sun-

court, Maypole-court, Cock-alley, Rose-court, Star-alley, Farthing-

alley, Butler's-buildings, Hun's-buildings, Crown-court, Darby-

street. U A ; H , Devonshire-passage, Still-

alley, Partridge-alley, Fire-ball-court, Cock and Hoop-court,

Gravel-lane, Allet-street, Baker's-court, Garden-row and Place.

The inhabitants in these places are, in general, enveloped in gross

darkness. There are many Jews in H and U A ••

The name of Christ is an offence to them. There are, also, many
Christians, who are so in name only : they are destitute of Bibles

and other good books. They were willing to hear what I had to

say on religious subjects. 1 conversed with them for some time.

They received my Tracts with many thanks. I spoke to them of

the privilege of going to hear the Gospel preached, and sending

their children to a Sunday-school. I met with O— , who was

cast for death in Horsemonger-lane, about six years since, but was

respited, and sentenced to imprisonment for two years. He

received me with the greatest respect, and a^ked me to take some
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refreshment, and was glad to hear what I had to say. 1 asked him
if he went to hear the Gospel preached, and he answered, " Yes."

He had the Bible which I gave him while he was in prison. His
conduct manifested much gratitude.

March 22d.— St. G , S ; Mint-street, Great and
Little Arrow-street and place, Peter-street, Duke-street, Saunder's-

court, Lumber-street, Queen-street, South-sea-court, Fenton-court,

Allen's-rents, Little Lamb-street, Exiey-court, Blue Ball-court and
Alley, Farkland-court, King-street, Vine-yard, Suffolk-court, Red-
cross-court, Whilecross-street. The inhabitants of these parts are

like those 1 have described. This part produces many felons. The
youth in this neighbourhood seem very profligate. I found many
without Bibles. The diffusion of the Gospel is much needed, as it

is best calculated to remove misery, and promote happiness among
our fellow creatures, and the prosperity of our country. One of the

wisest of men has said, that "righteousness exalteth a nation, but
sin is a reproach to any people." These places, in this Christian

country, remind me of Achan, who is mentioned in the seventh

chapter of Joshua, as troubling Israel, and bringing a curse upon
them. Some parts are in so wretched a situation, that visitors

belonging to Benevolent Institutions have been unable to visit them.
I hope that the means that have been used with simplicity may
have the desired effect.

I have visited the Out-Pensioners in the Royal Hospital at

Greenwich. They, in general, receive the Tracts with eagerness.

They come from many miles round. They carry the Tracts home
to their wives and children, and are much delighted with reading

them. 1 have met with several, in my different travels, who have
expressed much gratitude for these silent preachers; and it has

given me an opportunity of conversing with them. It has a ten-

dency of impressing their minds with serious subjects, which are

much needed.

1 have distributed many Tracts in the different Prisons which
I am in the habit of visiting. In the **** **** Prison, they receive

my Tracts with eagerness ; and some have told me, they had sent

them home to their families, after they had read them. In *****

Prison, I find. The Swearer's Prayer has been made very

useful. They have made a law amomjst themselves, that a
pnnishment is made for sivearers ; and the Governor tells me, they

do not hear an oath in the Prison. It is but lately that 1 have been

in****** Prison. I find the distribution of Tracts is anew thing

there. They received the Tracts with great eagerness, and acknow-
ledged they were very good books.

I proceed to the Workhouses.—At ******
\ have distributed

some in the different wards, amongst the sick and infirm. There
are many children, to whom I gave small books, with a short

address. They learn the hymns, and some say them very well, and
are much delighted with the books, which I gave them ; and I

have great reason to believe, that much good has been effected by
these fetble attempts. Many of the aged wish to converse with
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rae. I continue to visit the other Workhouses, St. S ****** and
D******. These are large houses, and contain many inmates,

who have great need of religious instruction. I hope that the means
which have been perseveringly used, will have a tendency, by the

Divine Blessing, to impress their minds with the importance of
seeking the one thing needful; and 1 have reason to hope, that

many a precious soul has benetiled from these feeble attempts.

19. From a Minister in Norfolk.

Yarmouth, December 10th, 1823.

Some months since I wrote to you, stating, that having been
removed to the East side of this county, I had an opportunity of
distributing your Tracts, to great advantage, among a dark and
neglected people, scattered along the Coast, and dwelling in small

villages, in which I preached at regular intervals.

I embrace this opportunity of presenting my grateful acknow-
ledgements to your Committee, for again intrusting me with a sup-

ply, and I beg to state how I have disposed of their publications.

When I received them, I was determined to speak to all I met,

and give them a Tract; and, in my journeys from village to village,

to stop at the lonely houses, and leave one or more, as circum-
stances might require. In general, I have acted upon this plan

;

and, permit rae to say, I have done so with sensible profit to my
own mind, and I have good reason for sajing, I hope, with advan-
tage to others. I have given eighty or a hundred during a Sab-

bath's journey, to persons going on business, or to parties of plea-

sure. In presenting a Tract, I usually address them on spiritual

things. I am iu the habit of visiting the Greens, and other places

of public resort, on a Sabbath, and propose to read books that tell

the way to be happy, and the way to heaven! They quickly gather

around me in groups. I then ask. Who is a drunkard?—Who is a

swearer?—Who is a Sabbath-breaker? They soon point each other

out. I then ask them if they understand the nature and consequences

of their sins, and propose to read a little book. When I have done
so, I find they all beg most earnestly for the books I have read.

When I am passing through the villages in the week-day, as well as

on the^Sabbath, I carry bundles in my hand, as if they were auction-

bills, and stand before the windows of gentlemen and farmer's

houses, and hold them up: the servants or children are generally

despatched to bring one or two in. If 1 find two or three conver-

sing together in the villages, I ask permission to read a little book,
and then am soon surrounded by a dozen or twenty, who are at-

tracted bv curiosity, and at the close, request to purchase the little

book ; but, I invariably give them, after having made them my
text for son)e remarks. 1 am in the habit of inclosing a few in

small parcels, and sending them, carriage free, to the houses of

gentlemen and others.

It will give you pleasure to learn God has blessed these feeble

labours. Some of the very worst swearers. Sec. &c. have seen the
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evil of their ways, and have become regular attendants upon the

ministry of the word. Three upon one Green were convinced of the

wickedness of their actions, while I was reading The Swearer's
Prayer aloud, to about forty of their companions.

I gave several hundreds of those you sent me to a pious and

active man, who has distributed them in a neighbourhood which I

do not visit.

If your Committee judge me faithful, and furnish me with a

fresh supply, I will endeavour to employ all the prudence and

courage I have, to give them away to the best advantage, amongst

dark and depraved people.

20. From'the Monthly Reports of the Home Missionary Society.

Devon, South Moulton Station.

On February 16lh, I mustered all the Tracts I could, amount-
ing, in all, to about one hundred, including Quarterly Chronicles,

and a few old Annual Reports of the Society. With these I visited

that populous village, Chittlehampton. The people received the

Tracts with eagerness; and if I had possessed twice as many, I have
no doubt but they would have been thankfully received, and many
of them (for we do not imagine that it is universally the case) dili-

gently perused. I was obliged to deal out with rather a sparing

hand, that I might, if possible, supply all the houses with a Tract,

but found my supply inadequate for the purpose. Several persons

followed me, as I was about to ride out of the village, and begged
that I would givethem a book—and some offered to buy the Tracts,

and asked how much they were a-piece. Whether any of these

thought I had the last dying speech and confession of some crimi-

nal, or not, I will not say ; but they appeared concerned, that no
book remained for them. I must now take my leave of them, till

I can again obtain a fresh supply of Tracts.

Bucks, December, 1823.

A SHORT time since, I left some Tracts with a poor family at

B- . The cottager's daughter who lived with a farmer in the

place, happened to come in shortly after, and requested one of them
to read : she took it home ; it fell into her master's hands, who
took it away, and read it alone. Shortly after, he was heard to

praise it very much, and in a little while exhibited the good effects

of the truths it taught. The Tract was No. 106, Address to
Masters ON Paying Workmen late on Saturday Night;
ever since which, he has paid his men on the Saturday evening,

instead of Sunday morning, and persuaded others to do the same.

I ha%'e paid some attention to that destitute place, C ,

where I continue to distribute Tracts, and where, I think, I could
now introduce a Sabbath School; and I would venture to hope,

ultimately the preaching of the gospel. I think a Sabbath School
would be the best means of opening the way, and I have had the

offer of a house. However, I shall still go on visiting the people.
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and if I caiiuot now succeed in introducing a School, yet, I hope, at
some future time, the Gospel will be preached among them. I

have the misfortune to find, that I have not Tracts more than suf-

ficient for this week, nor do I know how to obtain a fresh supply.
When I first visited F , from house to house, with Tracts,

I was truly grieved to find the inhabitants (with the exception of a
very few) so totally ignorant of religion. A poor man invited
nie to come and preach among them, and promised me the use of
his house for that purpose : I went ; our congregation was small. I

continued to go every week, and our congegation gradually in-

creased, and for some time past the place has been crowded. It has
pleased the Lord to own -and bless his word to several souls.

During the severity of the winter, they often expressed their anxiety
for my safety in travelling home at night more than seven miles.

At length, they built me a stable for my horse, and provided me the
best lodgings they could. The kindness of this people is beyond all

I ever witnessed. For some time they have entreated me to come
and reside amongst them, expressing the pleasure they should
enjoy to converse with me in their houses.

About four months ago, I formed a little band at F -,

to assist me in visiting the inhabitants with Tracts every week, and
exchanging them. This has been regularly done, till my stock
was exhausted ; and now we are obliged to stand still, which
is very painful to our feelings, for I am certain they have been
greatly blessed to the people. Did some of the friends of Christ
know this, they would certainly send us a thousand Tracts to help
us on in the good work ; they would be as thankfully received ^s

cold water to a thirsty soul.

22, From a Minister in Lancashire.

May 8th, 1824.

When I came to this part of the country, a few months since, I

was much grieved to see the mauner in which the Sabbath day was
profaned by multitudes, both of young and old, but especially by
the young, who were accustomed to assemble in hundreds on the

public roads, at the outskirts of the town, in which I at present

reside, for the purpose of amusement, and idling away their time.

About two months ago, I commenced preaching at a place three

miles distance, on the'Sabbath-days. The first Sabbath morning, as

I was walking there, I had some difficulty in passing along the road,

from the concourse of children, and young men and women, playing

at various games. I spoke to one or two of them, and entreated

them to desist, but, apparently, without effect. The following

Sabbath, having got a supply of your Tracts on Breaking the
Sabbath, Where are You Going? What shall I do on
THE Morrow? &c. ; I stepped into the midst of a crowd of idle

young men, who were at play, and presenting my Tracts to them,

requested their acceptance of a few. They, at first, supposed I



C(} DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. [25th Report,

came armed with authority to suppress their sports; but on nty

explaining ray intention, they received my Tracts, which I accom-
panied with a gentle reproof, and short exhortation, praying in my
heart to God, that he would prosper these unwortliy efforts to

promote his glory, with his rich and effectual blessing. The
following Sabbath, there were only two or three playing on the

road : to these I again gave an admonition. They seemed to feel

somewhat ashamed, and sensible of their fdly and sin. Since that

day, which is now several weeks ago, I have not seen owe individual,

of any description, profaning the Lord's day, on that road: on the

contrary, I have been informed, that several individuals to whom 1

gave Tracts, have been induced to come to hear me preach, or go
to other places of worship.

The extent of good done, cannot be ascertained; and, indeed,

it would be premature to attempt it. I would not be so sanguine

in my expectations, as to imagine that I shall not again meet with

some Sabbath breakers on the road 1 refer to; but, for the present,

they certainly are restrained, and your Tracts have been the principal

means of effecting this change. Their operation is silent, but
effective ; it is secret, but sure. Your Society is preaching to

hundreds and thousands, who never heard the voice of a living

herald of the gospel ; and they penetrate into many huts and hovels,

where a living preacher could scarcely breathe.

23. From a Friend in the Merchant-service.

December 28th, 1823.

Visiting a ship laying in the River, a short time since, the

captain related to me the following circumstance

:

His mate was in the habit of attending a place of worship,

when iti port, but was made uncomfortable by his wife, who
disapproved of his going there. On his returning from chapel one
Sunday, a short time before, bis wife, as usual, expressed her

disapprobation, and declared she should never be happy, until she

had become a Roman Catholic. The captain (who was present)

observed, "What! turn Papist! Is it possible?" and, taking up
sonte Tracts which lay on the table, said, •' Let us see what we can
find in these little books on the subject." He did this without
knowing that they contained any thing which immediately opposed
the doctrines of Popery. To his surprise, he found among them
Andrew Dunn, and he read it through. When he had concluded,

she said, she would, for the future, willingly attend the place of
worship where her husband went, and not attempt to interrupt

him, or make him uncomfortable, as she had been in the habit of
doing.

The mate assured me, that his mind was now completely
relieved, by his wife's change of conduct, and that he attributed it

to the captain reading the Tract.

The Tracts had been given to a seaman belonging to the vessel,

aud he, to prcscivc them, had sewed them together in an old cover
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of a pocket-book, and had otily lent llieui to the mate oti the Sunday
morning, a few hours before tlie captain found them on the table.

I am induced to mention this anecdote, and these particulars, as

they prove, that Tracts given to seamen, are not always destroyed,

or thrown carelessly aside. The Sailor consented to my taking

thein, and I now forward them for your inspection, with this

acrount; promising them that I will either return them, or as many
others in their stead, should the Committee wish to retain them.

24. From the Tewkesbury Auxiliary Tract Society.

One of the Distributors remarks, "It is pleasing to observe

the desire evinced in many instances, to receive the Tracts; and the

interest taken in their perusal is proved by the remarks made on

returning them."
The following fact has been communicated to another Distri-

butor:—"A woman, at the advanced age of sixty, who, ahoul three

months ago, only knew the alphabet, was so much interested by
hearing the Tracts read, which were left at her house, that she

determined to learn to read them herself: she did so, and is now
capable of reading in a Testament, lately purchased, tolerably well."

25. From the Gloueester Auxiliary Religious Tract Society.

The following brief extracts, from the reports of some of the

Distributors, will be found interesting, and shew the activity and

success with which they have }>ursued their objects:— "The Tracts

are most thankfully received ; the people express their gratitude for

the attention shewn towards them." " Many who at first seemed
reluctant to take the Tracts, now receive them with pleasure."

—

"The reading of the Tracts has tended to moralize the conduct of

those who receive them, and to cause more frequent attendance on
Divine worship. We hope also that spiritual good has been effected,

as we find that those Tracts which treat most of the Saviour, are

preferred to historical Tracts."— " In many instances, the Tracts

are preferred to the improper publications generally circulated : we
have found them alFord consolation to the afflicted and the dying,"
—"My stock was exhausted; but, on understanding that a new
supply was granted by the Committee, many prayed to fiod for his

blessing upon them."— " During the September fair, Tracts were
freely distributed."—"In two families, where discord unhappily

prevailed, the Distributors (females) were enabled to act as medi-

ators with complete success."— " The appearance of the Distributors

seems to check the expression of any improper passions."— "The
persons to whom the Tracts are lent, have often been seen reading

them aloud to their neighbours, who assembled to hear their

contents."

*
I
o
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26. From a Tract D^istrihutor in the West ofEngland.

January 28#A, 1824.

It is with pleasure I ioform you, that I have distributed all the

500 Broad-sheet Tracts, and the 600 New Series of Hand-Bills, with

some Tracts which I received from you ia October last. If you
wish me to " Go on," please to send a fresh supply.

October the 29th, I rode to R—— : many of ihe inhabitants

came after me, requesting nie to give them some books. I never

saw any persons receive the Tracts with more thankfulness. A
poor old woman exclaimed, when I had given her some Tracts, " I

am as happy with these good books, as if you had given me a hundred
pounds." This day I got ten of The Saviour's Letters. A poor
woman informed me that one of them had been very useful to

her. Another poor female had carried one about her for ten years,

to cure her fits. When I asked a poor cottager if she had any of

those Letters, she answered, " Oh yes. Sir; I always carry one, with

other papers, to cure this inflammation which you see about me."
She lent me one of the papers to read, but would not part with it.

Its contents were as follows:—"Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

will cure Mary P of her inflammation, in the name of the

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." I have the pleasure to say, I did
not Jind any songs in this Village ; but I found many Religious

Tracts.* This day stuck up 276 Broad Sheets and Hand Bills.

November 9lh, early in the morning, I borrowed a horse,

and went to M and C . Many of the inhabitants are very

ignorant, and bad characters. At the second house I came to, the

family were in tears: the master of the house had closed his eyes

in death, just before I came in. I gave them all the consolation

and serious advice I could, and left them some suitable Tracts. In

this Village I got nine of The Saviour's Letters." The owner
of one of them said, that she had proved the worth of it. She told

me, that, a few years since, a fire broke out in the night, and burnt

down several houses ;
" but when the fire came to my house," said

she, "where I kept my Letter, it went out immediately." I spoke

to her very seriously, and told her she ought to have thanked God
for causing the devouring fiames to cease.

January 16th, 1824, I visited three Villages. Got eight Letters

and one vile picture. I suppose I found twenty persons this day who
could not read : one of them told me she would let me have her

Letter, but she had just lent it to a poor woman taken in labour. I

mention these things, because I think it is right that you should know
the darkness of these Villages.

January 18th.—The Rev. Thomas P gave me about 60

* Among the bundles of ribaldry and trash displaced to make room
for the Broad Sheets, there does not appear a single specimen of what are

called " Old English Ballads ;" these have long since given place to publi-

cations of the vilest description.
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Broad Sheets and Tracts, which, with a few that 1 had left, enabled
me to revisit C . Here the Cottagers gladly received the Tracts.

I visited the Poor-House, and gave them some suitable Broad
Sheets.

A poor aged Christian, in her 881 h year, put on her spectacles

to read the Tracts. She looked at me, and said, "You could not
have given us any thing belter, if you had brought us gold and
silver: this tells us about our blessed Redeemer."— "What is your
name?" " Mary N ."—" How long have you known this

blessed Redeemer?" "Many years, I hope: 1 was what the world
calls a moral character ; but when about 65 years of age, I felt
myself to be a vile sinner. I tried all 1 could, but I did not know
how I must seek another righteousness besides my own. I continued
so till I heard the Rev. Mr. W preach, about ten years ago.

He spoke of our blessed Saviour ; how He suffered and bled for us.

The Lord was pleased then to set me free, and to teach me that it is

the righteousness of our Saviour we must rely on."—" Can you live

without prayer?" "Ob! no; my soul can no more live without
prayer, than my body without food."—"How often do you pray?"
" Every hour ; 1 often lift up my heart to God, to thank Him for all

his mercies towards me."—"Have you got a Bible?" "O yes; I

read it every day, and pray to God to enlighten my understanding

into all truth." ~ " What is your greatest enemy ?" " Sin ; I hope I

pray morning and evening, that the Lord would keep me from it

!

My time, in this world, cannot be long. I hope soon to be with my
Redeemer, and with all his glorified Saints above. I have nothing

to do now, but to commune with my God, and think of heaven."

I inquired of the inhabitants about her : they said she was a

true Christian. She has twenty-six great-grand-children. I went
from this place to L . Here the Tracts were received with the

thankfulness and joy. I got one Letter, and one vile picture.

27. From the Evangelical Magazine, far October, 1823.

The W—— , a vessel upwards of 400 tons, was freighted from

this port, (Liverpool) for a trading voyage up the Mediterranean

sea. I was intimately acquainted with the captain's nephew, an

accomplished young man, but, alas ! a willing victim at the shrine

of pleasure. He had shipped himself for the' voyage as steward.

When leaving Liverpool, I put into his hands a small bundle of

Tracts, and in proof of his esteem for me, he promised to read them
at his ,leisure, and likewise to distribute some among the ship's

company. Not an individual, from the captain to the cabin-boy,

had the least sense of religion, nor do I believe they had a Bible or

Testament on board. On the return of the vessel, about twelve

months afterwards, as soon as my young friend could step on shore,

he came to me. On my saluting him, with " Well, what cheer,

my lad ?" he answered, with the tears trembling in his eyes,)

" Through the mercy of God, I am well, and the whole ship's

crew." Surprised at hearing a strain of pious gratitude flow from
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those lips, which formerly were seldom opened except lo pollute

them with profane conversation, I said, " William, what has pro-

duced this change in vour look, your address, your language!

How is it that >ou acknowledge it is of the Lord's mercies you are

not consumed ?"— " Sir," said he, " I will relate particulars.

—

" You recollect, on my taking leave of you, you placed in my
hand a small parcel of Tracts, and I promised to read them : this

I have done. On leaving this port we had a favorable wind through
the Channel; the wind then chopped round direct in our teeth.

We had to contend with light contrary winds till we entered the

Gut of Gibraltar. During this part of our voyage I had liltle or

opportunity to read the Tracts; I did on the first Sabbath turn

them over, and put a few in my pocket, and occasionally taking

one out, gave it a sneering glance, and then handed it to one of

the boys or men with a smile of ridicule. On passing the Gut, we
had a tedious, though pleasant voyage to Smyrna. Having much
time upon my hands, I now and then looked at a Tract to pass

away time. One evening, (I well remember the evening,) about
an hour before sunset, scarce a breath of air, we had spread all

the canvas we could, which lay flapping idly against the mast, the

men on board, some sitting on the forejiatch, others lolling over
the windlass, now and then whispering a curse, instead of a prayer,

for a breeze ; a boy sitting athwart a gun ; the captain in the cabin

smoking his cigar, with his allowance of grog before him ; the wide
and beautiful expanse of water, smooth as glass, bounded by a

clear and serene sky ; the smoke of Mount Vesuvius just visible

in the horizon, bearing E.N.E. ; every object hushed into silent

solitude ; not a sound heard but our own breathings, and the gentle

breaking of the sea against the bows of the vessel;— I was looking

over the ship's side, viewing the calm and peaceful close of another
day. This brought to my recollection the scenery and calmness
of the evening when I took my last farewell of my friends at home.
It was at sunset, on a lovely evening in July. Musing thus of home,
1 just then put my hand in my jacket pocket, and feeling a

paper, took it out, and it proved to be a Tract, Tnii Swearer's
Prayer. I read it aloud, in the hearing of the whole crew, and
I suppose much of my feelings was mixed with my tone of voice.

When I had read it, a curious kind of silence ensued: not one of
us felt inclined to raise his eyes from what they were fixed upon,
fearing to meet the look of another, and knowing that, to a man,
we were all shockingly guilty of swearing. At length we looked
at each other in a side-long kind of way, and one man said,

" Mr. William, I never heard or thought of this before: this kind
of reading has made me feel very strange; I'm all over trembling.

I don't think I shall like to swear again ; shall you. Jack T turning
short to a seaman alongside of him, who looked him full in the face,

and burst into tears. The shedding of tears ran like a contagion
through the whole of us, even to the boy across the gun. After
weeping in silence, witli our faces hid with our hands, one man
said, * Jack, suppose we hand up a prayer to God for forgiveness.
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Mr. William, you have had more learning than we, you can make
a prayer.' Alas! I had never prayed; I could only sigh; I really
thought my heart would burst. 6 how dreadful did sin appear!
One of the men then broke the silence of grief; with his arras
across his breast, and the tears of penitential sorrow rolling down
his face, he cried out, ' O God, who made our souls, have mercy,
and pardon the miserable and damned crew on this deck." Not a
heart but what responded, " Lord, hear this prayer, and forgive.'

But not to enter too long into detail, a change took place in the
whole ship's company. One circumstance I must not forget to
mention. The captain, a drunken, swearing character, thought
his men bewitched. On the following morning he came on deck,
and, as usual, was giving his orders, mixed with fearful oaths,
when one of the men, in a most respectful manner, begged he
would not swear at them; they should obey his orders with more
comfort to themselves without it. Indeed the captain remarked
to a person on his return, that he was himself obliged to refrain

from swearing, it began to appear so singular on board."

28. From a Friend engaged in the Circulation of Tracts on the

River Thames.

The alteration in the conduct of our Seamen on the Thames,
during the last six or seven years, is so great, that even persons
who care nothing about religion, cannot help noticing it, and they

acknowledge that there is not half the swearing, drunkenness, &c.
that there formerly was. 1 have no hesitation in saying, that this

reformation has been accomplished by collecting these men to

Prayer-meetings, on board their own vessels, and distributing your
Tracts among them, which have been like so many preachers of
the Gospel, when they have been far off upon the sea, and deprived

of those privileges which we on shore enjoy. That the seamen
value the Tracts I well know, by their frequently saying, " Have
you any new Tracts?" and on my enquiring why they wanted new
ones, the reply has been, " 1 have saved what 1 have received for

several voyages, and am going to have them bound." It is become
quite common with theui, when they return to their vessels, to

overhaul the Tracts they get, and if there is one that they have not

seen before, the person who received it, is requested to read it

aloud, for the benefit of the whole ship's company. A Sailor came
to me last Sabbath evening, and asked for the Tract, On Licrn-
TiousNESs; he had heard it read in the steerage, and was so

)>leased with it, that he wished to obtain one, to bind up with others

that he had received before. Your little Books have been of

essential service. The number of cabin-boys and apprentices who
attend the Prayer meetings, has increased considerably since I

distributed them; and I confidently hope, that by reading these

little'books, their young minds will be kept from the bad examples

whi?li they constantly have before their eyes; and I am often

asked by the seamen for a little book or two, for their children at

homo. There has been much good done, but is still more to do.
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1 was much grieved on the two last Sabbath mornuigs. It is

in contemplation to have another Floating Chapel in the Upper
Pool of the Thames. To ascertain whether it is necessary, I went,

in company with a Naval Officer, to take a survey, by going from
ship to ship, during the hours of Divine Service, (from half-past

ten to half-past twelve,) and observe the number of men who waste
the sacred hours, which ought to be devoted to the worship of
that God, whose protection they had so often experienced on the

tempestuous ocean. At one ivharf we found upwards of seventy

seamen, either walking the decks of their vessels, or engaged in

idle conversation ; two only were reading their Bibles ; two or

three others were engaged in reading other books. I supplied

them all with Tracts, and was happy to see them commence reading

them immediately. They were spoken to about the impropriety

of spending their Sabbaths in idleness, and invited to the Sailors'

Prayer-meeting in the evening, and many of them attended. 1 have
not near finished the survey which has been commenced, and
expect it will occupy three or four mornings more. I shall be
obliged by some of the Tract, Sabbath Occupations, for

further proceedings, as being suitable for that purpose.
I have had rather a large draft from my supply of Tracts, for

a field of labour somewhat different; but I feel confident of your
approbation in disposing of them. A relative of mine has lately

been presented to a Vicarage in Essex. When he went to take

possession of it, he wished to ascertain the condition of those over
whom he was to have the pastoral charge. He requested me to

give him as many Ti'acts as I could spare. With these he visited

every house in his parish, and distributed them; but, alas! he
found his people most deplorably ignorant: many could not read,

and the children without instruction.

A Sunday-school has been established, and adults are learning

now to read the Bible, which they are anxious to obtain ; and the
church, which had been almost deserted, is now well filled, and,
I hope, the power of the Gospel is felt among them. My stock is

reduced to a very low ebb. I have not Tracts enough in hand for

next Sunday, but do not doubt my boxes will be replenished, from
the liberality which I have always experienced, whenever I apply.

May the Lord bless the distribution of your Tracts, to the conver-
sion of thousands

!

29. Hints on the Composition of Religious Tracts,from the Report

of the Tract and Book Society for Ireland.

"The title of the Tract or Book should be short, simple, and,

as far as possible, explanatory of the designs of the composition.
When the subject will admit of it, the work should open in the

narrative or descriptive style, that at first view it may attract the

attention of the reader. Religious reflections should be short,

animated, and forcible. They should not be placed entirely at the

commenccmtnl, or entirely at the end, but should be interspersed
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throughout the work. The essential doctrines of the Gospel,
together with all the practical principles flowing from them, should
be boldly and prominently put forward. No direct or indirect
oaths, even as quotations ; no light or familiar use of the name of
any of the Divine Persons in the Godhead ; no fanciful or irreve-

rent use of Scripture language, should be introduced. All exple-
tive language, needless repetitions, indecent or vulgar sentiments
or allusions, or affected phrases, and all over strained metaphors,
should be omitted. The names of fictitious persons should be
such as are in common use, not such as Mr. Gracious, Master
Sensible, &c. &c. The language of the composition should be
simple, [chaste, pious, and striking, and adapted to the character
aud circumstances of the person represented. Advice should be
expressed in earnest, unassuming, and aff'ectionate language. The
prevailing taste, feelings, and prejudices of the different ranks of
society, should not be needlessly offended. No composition should
contain fairy tales, or dreams, or stories of ghosts. Care should
be taken to avoid the light style of novels or romances. A prefe-
rence should be given to matter of fact above fiction. Every
composition should be entered upon with some definite object in

view,— to illustrate, perhaps, some doctrine ; as the corruption of
man, faith, good works; or to improve some class of individuals,

as masters, servants, or children. Decency, propriety, and sim-
plicity, should be studied in such pictures as may be attached to

publications; and all representations of the Deity, should be
avoided. Quotations from authors of profligate character, or of
anti-Christian principles, should not be used, without great care,

lest it should appear to the ignorant, that thereby a sanction was
given to their works. Animadversions on the political institutions

of the country, should be avoided ; and all reflections which may
tend to bring persons in authority, and the higher orders, into

disrepute with the lower orders, should be guarded against. No
reflection should be made on living characters, especially ministers

of religion: and all necessary disapprobation should be expressed
in the language ofChristian charity and forbearance. Dedications

of a work to God, or to deceased persons ; addresses or apos-

trophes to Saints or to the dead, and all fulsome or adulatory eula-

giums on the living, should be avoided. In works of controversy,

a mild and charitable spirit should be preserved. In all composi-

tions, particular delicacy should be studied in making mention of
sinful actions. If it is not deemed advisable to omit altogether

stories and facts relating to seduction, it shoidd be plainly inti-

mated in the name or title of the work, that such matter is con-

tained in it. A strict guard should be placed upon the fancy, lest

the writer, while seeking to check the progress of vice, should

become inadvertently the means of increasing it. Lastly, whoever
sits down to compose a work to promote the honour and glory of

God, ought, above all things, to seek His direction and blessing,

and proceed to the conclusion in a continued spirit of praver.
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No. VII.

At a MeeA'uuj of the Committee, fully attended by the Members,
at which some of the Corresponding Committee, and other Friends

of the Institution, were present, sexieral Communications respecting

Me Tract Magazine awf/ Child's Companion were read, and
it was

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

That the following Statement of Particulars respecting

these Publications, be printed and circulated.

Several communications liave lately been made to the Committee of
the Religious Tract Society, respecting the Tract Magazine and the
Child's Companion.

Nearly all the letters they have received, contain warm and unsolicited
testimonies in approbation of these little works, from persons whose names
command esteem and respect. The Committee withhold these with regret;
but it has ever been their rule to abstain from publishing individual testimo-
nies of this nature, however gratifying.

Thiee or four anonymous communications are of another description
;

and, although the Committee at all times desire to attend to suggestions, even
from unknown Correspondents, they cannot consider these as of any impor-
tance, as they all apparently proceed from the same quarter, and are written
under mistaken views, if not in a spirit hostile to the Institution.

Other inquiries have been chiefly personal, from friends and supporters
of the Society. To them every explanation was readily given, and the Com-
mittee have reason to believe that they have been satisfactory.

This course they desire to pursue, and the Assistant Secretary will be
found at all times, ready to furnish every informalion in his power, to any
Member of the Society who may call at the Depository.

As such inquiries cannot be made by the Friends and Subscribers
residing at a distance ; and as some among them may be desirous of further
information on the subject, the Committee would briefly state the following
particulars, which refer to the points upon which information has hitherto
usually been sought.

The Committee were induced to commence these Publications, fiom
many of the Subscribers having repeatly expressed an opinion, that the
objects of the Society would be promoted by an increased and regular supply
of New Tracts, which might, in some degree, met t the increased desire for

mental food, evinced by the numerous readers of the present day, 'I'liis

measure has, of late, been more strongly urged, in consequence of the vast
number of small periodical publications which are continually issuing from the
press, many of which are of a very mischievous tendency. The rapid increase
of these works is a feature peculiar to the present day ; and the Committee
liave been called upon not to remain inactive, at a time when the most
strenuous exertions are necessary.

The Tract Magazine, and the Child's Companion, are Monthly
Tracts, published to meet the wishes so strongly urged. They appear at

regular, instead of uncertain, intervals, and embrace many valuable pieces,

which were formerly lost to the Society, and to the Public, from being too
short to form Tracts by themselves.

Another important consideration presented itself to the Committee. Of
late years, every Religious Institution of any magnitude, has found it neces-
sary to publish accounts of its proceedings, at shorter intervals than the
Annual Reports. With this view, the Religious Tract Society has, for

some time past, printed " Quarterly Extracts" from its correspondence. As
ihc operations of the Society became nlore extensive, the expense of this



1824.J MAGAZINES. 75

measure increased, and, of late, these ' Extracts ' have cost upwards of^100
per annum ; while, from various clrcnnistances, they could not be circulated
so generally as was desirable, unless a considerable additional charge had
been incurred.

By the little Publications now alluded to, this expense is entirely avoided,
and the amount thus saved to the Society, is applied to the Foreign and
General objects of the Institution.

Nor is this the only pecuniary advantage. The cost of the Tract Maga-
zine and Child's Companion, is considerably /ess than the price at which
they are sold. Thus, while the beneficial objects of the Society are promoted,
and its proceedings become far more extensively known among persons of
every age tlian heretofore, an important addition will be annually made to
the Funds of the Institution. It may be well also to state, that these Publi-
cations do not absorb any part of the Funds of the Society, nor any of the Con-
tributions of its Subscribers ; and that the cost of the Tract Magazine and
the Child's Companion, though they are different in appearance, is, as nearly
possible, the same.

The inquiries of friends have been chiefly directed to the points already
noticed, and evince a laudable solicitude for the welfare of an important
Institution, which tiie Committee desire to meet with the utmost promptitude,
and the fullest explanation in their power. I'hey trust that the particulars
they have stated, will satisfy their friends, that in promoting the circulation of
these Publications as extensively as possible, they are really forwarding
the objects which the Society has in view : strengtiieniiig its resources, and
engaging in a work, which, under the Divine blessing, may prove beneficial
to the souls of many individuals.

An assertion has been made, to which the Committee desiie to advert,
although as yet they cannot trace it beyond anonymous authority. It has
been said, that these Publications were the act of a few individuals, and not
of the Conunittee at large ; and that the individuals in question were actuated
by interested motives, and received pecuniary recompense for their labors.

To these surmises, the Committee would distinctly reply,—That the sub-
ject has been long before them, and often urged upon their attention.—That it

lias been repeatedly discussed, and fully considered, in every point of view ; and
that the measure is sanctioned by their genei'al approbation. The latter part of
the assertion is unworthy of notice : it could not proceed from any person
acquainted with the proceedings of the Committee, or the individuals of
whom it is composed ; but they feel it a duty to themselves, distinctly to

state, that no Member of the Committee is in any manner connected with the
business of the Depository, or derives any advantage, directly or indirectly,from
the Funds of the Society. They must also state, in justice to the friends upon
whom the labour of superintending and editing these Publications has chiefly

fallen, that their labours me entirely gratuitous ; and that the original pieces
which have appeared in these works,'have been given to the Society without
remuneration. It may also be desirable to add, that their contents are open
to the examination of the Committee at large, previous to publication.

These explanations the Committee have considered it their duty to give.

They have always endeavoured to avoid controversy, arid to abstain from any
observations of a personal nature, but ratiier ' to seek peace and ensue it.'

They wish to act upon this plan in the present instance, and commit their

proceedings to Him in whose service they would seek to be engaged. They
do this without anxiety, conscious that their only motive is a desire of use-

fulness to their fellow men, and tliat their proceedings are not actuated by
self-interest. They are fully persuaded, that if this counsel or this work
BE OF MEN, it WILL COME TO NOUGHT; BUT IF IT BE OF GOD, IT CANNOT
BE OVERTHROWN.
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No. VIII.

November \bth, 1883.

An increased circulation on the Continent, of Religious Tracts

IN THE French Language, appears particularly desirable at the

present moment. While the diffusion of Truth in this particular

form, has been long found in our own Country to present the most
attractive, and, perhaps, the least offensive, mode of instruction,

the occasional visits of our Countrymen, (more especially to

France, Piedmont, and Switzerland,) since the return ofpeace, have

enabled them to ascertain, from personal experience, that there

exists a general desire for Religious Instruction, on the part of a

considerable Population now returning (after the severest chastise-

ments) to their ancient occupations, and domestic enjoyments.

This anxiety for the knowledge of Truth has perhaps prevailed the

more, since the Education of the lower classes has received

greater attention from the Governments abroad, and since the

Bible Society of Paris has been further instrumental in giving

a salutary impulse to that Nation in particular, while it has, at the

same time, afforded a rallying point to real Christians, through

every i)art of the Continent.

The Religious Tract Society have, for some time past,

employed nearly ^100 per Annum, in the printing and distribution

of French Tracts ; and they would gladly apply a larger amount
to this desirable object, did their Funds enable them.

The Tracts which have been written of late years, by the

Rev. C. Malan, of Geneva, appear peculiarly adapted to Con-
tinental distribution, conveying, as they do, the most correct and

orthodox principles, in the most palatable and interesting vehicle,

and breathing throughout that catholic and affectionate spirit,

which has contributed so much to render them universally accept-

able and useful.

Some friends having adverted to these facts, and more espe-

cially to the leisure which recent circumstances have placed at the

disposal of that estimable Individual, feel desirous of raising a

Fund, which shall be paid to the Religious Tract Society,
and be applied by them in stereotyping and printing such of his

Publications for circulation on the Continent, as they may deem
expedient, in addition to the Sum already appropriated by that

Society, to this particular purpose.

Donations in aid of this Object will be thankfully received by

Joseph Reyner, Esq. Mark Lane; John Poynder, Esq.

Bridewell Hospital; and at the Depository of the Religious
Tract Society, 56, Paternoster Row.

A Subscription has been commenced for the above-mentioiieil object

;

but as it is not yet closed, the names of Contributors are deferred for the

present:— tliey will be acknowledged in the Tract Magazine; and addi-

tional Contributions arc earnestly retjuestcd.



SUBSCRIBERS

BENSFACTORS.

N.B. Donations that are anonymous, or that do not amount to Ten Guineas,

entered in the former Reports, (excepting such as are at this time

accompanied by an Annual Subscription,) are omitted in this.

Dona-
tions.

£. s. d.

A'&A. ' aO
A. W. 1

Abbott, Mr. Charles, Shackle well-lane
Abney, E.jun. Esq. Measham Hall, Leicester ..14
Adam, a Son of

Adams, Mrs. S. Grove-lane, Cambervvell
Adamson, Mr. John, Bond-court, Walbrook ....

Addington, John, Esq. Spflal-square

Adenev, Mr. W. Sackville-street

Adey ,"J. Esq. Gloucester 10 10

Aldersey, William, Esq. Homerton
Aldersey, Joseph, Esq. ditto

Allan, Thomas, Esq. Frederic's-place, Old Jewry
AUardyce, Mr. Homerton
AUcot, Rev. J. Epping 10 10

Allen, W. Esq. Plough-court, Lombard-street .
,

Allen, Mr. York-place, City-road

AUix, Miss, Latchford, Warrington 50

AUix, Rev. Richard Wager, ditto 10 10

Amicus, (Halifax Post Mark) 10

An Annual Subscriber 2

Anderdon, J. P. Esq. 10 10

Anderson, Lieut. R. H. A. Woolwich
Andrews, Mr. Newington-place
Angell, Mrs. Wooburn
Anonymous, by Mr. J. Davis 20"

Anonymous, from York 1 00
Anonymous, for Foreign Objects 5

Anonymous, being Part of the Proceeds of an-j

India Bond, transmitted by the Rev. J. f
^ ^^ „

Arundel, Home Secretary to the London i

Missionary Society '

A Pilgrim
Applegath, Mr. Augustus, Stamford-street

Arding, Mr. James, Dorset-street, Salisbury-sq.

Armley, J. R. Esq. per Mr. Collins

Armstrong, Miss, near Hartford Bridge
Arnold, Mr. B. Kingsland-road
Arnould, Miss, Chandos-street, Cavendish-square

Arpthorp, Mr. Borough
1

Annnat
Subs. When

£. s. d. due.

— 10 6 Ldv.

1
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Dona-
tions.

£. s. d.

Arnndel, Rev. J. Mission-house, Austin-friars . .

Arundell, Mrs. Camberwell
Aspland, Rev. J . Fell, of Penib. Hall, Cambridge
Astbury, Mr. Portugal-street

Austin, Mrs. F. L. Colchester
Austin, Mr. Cumberland-street
Austin, Miss, Daventry
Austin, Rev. Richard, Berbice ,

Ayscougli, Mrs. HoUoway —

^

Beaufort,Her Grace the Duchess of, Grosvenor-sq.
Barry, Lady Lucy
Bensley, Lady, Eerners-street

Bryon, Lady E.
ButtervForth, J. Esq. M.P. Bedford-square ....

Bacon, Miss, Kennington-common
Bailey, Mr. Charles
Bainbridge, Thomas, Esq. Upper Guddford-street 10
Bainbridge, Mrs. ditto

Baker, Mr. Holloway
Ballance, Mr. Steward-street, Spitalfields • • • •

Ballance, Mr. jun. ditto

Ballantyne, Mrs. Walthamstow
Bampton, Mr. Brackley-street, Golden-lane • • •

Banger, M. Esq. Wanstead
Bangley, Mr. G. Budge-row
Banister, Rev. J. Alton
Barber, Rev. J. H. Rect. Aston Sandford, Bucks. —;

Barber, Mr. C. Chancery-lane
Barclay, Robert, Esq. Berry-hill, Dorking 63
Barclay, Charles, Esq. Borough lO 10
Barfield, John, Esq. Thatcham, Berks
Barfoot, Rev. Mr. Uppingham, Rutland ..••

Barker, Mr. Joseph G. Hackney .

Barnard, Mrs. Sudbury
Barnard, Mr. William, Red-lion-street, Borough
Barratt, Mr. Beech-street, Barbican
Barry, Rev. Dr. Gloucester
Bartlett, Rev. John, M. A. Wellington, Salop
Basnett, Mr. Edward, Camberwell-grecn ••..

Bate, Mr. Feversham
Bateman, Mr. P. Bunhill-row .

Bateman, Mr. W. ditto

Bate, J. Esq. Russel-square
Battye, Charles, Esq. Kensington-gore lo 10
Baxter, Nadir, Esq. Egham 10 10
Bayley, Mrs. Vernon-place, Bloomsbury ••••
Bealby, Mrs. Drury-lane
Beard, Mr. Richard, Newton Abbott
Beazley, Charles, Esq. John-street, Adelphi •-••

Bedford, a Collection at, for Foreign Objects,
^

at the close of a Missionary Prayer Meeting J
4 !<'

Bell, Mr. Uppingham, Rutlandshire
Bell, Mr. Walworth
Bellis, J. Esq. Tower
Bennett, George, Esq. South Sea Islands 12 12
Bennett, Mr. N. jun. Park-place, Peckhara
Benwell, Joseph, Esq. Liverpool 10 10
Berkin, Rev. H. Forest of Dean
Best, Mr. B. Little James-street, Bedford-row . •

Bett?, Rev. G. Alfriston, near Lewps ......

Annual
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tivns. A'ubs. When

£. s. (i. £. 3. d. due.

Bevan, R. Esq. Gloucester-place 10 10

Bevan, Silvamis, Esq. ditto 3110
Bevan, David, Esq. Walthamstow 10 10

Bevan, Mrs. ditto

Bevan, Henry, Esq. Bryanstone-square 10 10

Bevan, Miss, Stoneham
Bickerdike, Rev. Mr. Woolwicli
Bickersteth, Rev. E. Church Missionary House- • 10 10

Bickerton, Mr. Stamford-street
Bickham, Mr. Cheapside
Biddle, Mr. St. Alban's
Biden, Miss, Kingston, Surrey
Bidlake, Mr. Upper Thames-street
Biggar, Dr. Cecil-street, Strand
Bird, VV. G. Esq. Litchfield

Birnie, Mr. G. Great St. Helen's 2 20
Bishop, Rev. William, Gloucester, Money in his ) 50 o

hands, and at his disposal S

Blackborne, W. Esq. near Witham 10 10
Blackbunie, Rev. Mr. Rodney-street, Pentonville
Blacket, Mr. Lloyd's Coffee-house
Blades, Joseph, Esq. Lower-road, Clapham 10 10
Blades, Mr. Thurlow-cottage, Clapham-road • • • •

Blake, Mr. Joseph, Harrow
Bland, Mr. Newington-causeway
Blanshard, Henry, Esq. Colebrook-row, Islington

BUck, Rev. F. M.A.Vicar of Tamworth, Staffords.

Blower, Mr. New-square, Lincoln's-inn • • • •

Boggis, Mr. G. Great Prescott-street —
Bogue, Rev. Dr. Gosport
Bond, Charles R. Esq. Tonbridge Wells
Bonnington, Mr. Percival-street, Clerkenwell ••

Booth, Mr. Richard, Coventry
Bosworth, Rev. W. Stafford 10

Bound, William, Esq. Wilmington-square • • • •

Bouquet, Mr. Stationer's-court

Bousfield, Mr. W. St. Mary-axei''

Bowdler, Charles, Esq. Doctor's-commons ••....

Bowen, Essex, Esq. Castle Gorvad, Carmarthensh.
Bowes, Mrs. Carlisle

Bowten, Miss, South-place, Finsbury
Boyle, Mr. Friday-street
Boyce, , Esq. Bideford »

Brackenbury, Mrs. Raithby Hall, Lincoln
Bradley, Mr. J. C. Shoreditch • • • • -^

Bramah, Mr. Timothy, Belgrave-street, Pimlico
Brandon, Mrs. Park-house, Lock's-fields

Brandram, Rev. A W. M.A. Beckenham ••••

Brecknell, B. Esq. Tavistock-square
Brewin, Mr. Francis, Kent-road
Bridgman, Rev. James, Leman-street
Bridgman, Mr.
Brock, Mr. J, Doughty-street 10

Brodie, Rev.Alexander, D.D.VicarofEast Bourne •

Brogden, Mr. T. Colebrooke-row, Islington

Brook, Mr. Old Jewry
Brookholmn, Miss, Worcester
Brooks, J. S. Esq. John-street, Bedford-row
Brooks, Mr. J. Piccadilly
Brooks, Mr. Colebrook-row, Islington

Brooks, Mr. George, Queen-street, Goldeu-square

1 2



68 SUBSCRIBEBS AND BENEFACTOKS. [25th Rcport,

Dona- j4n?iiial

,
tions. Subs. ifhcn
£. s. d. £. s. d. due.

Broniehead, Rev. R. M.A. Whittington, near ) ,n in o
Cliesteifield j

Bromley, N. W. Esq. Bamfield Hall, Suffolk 110 Mid.
Brougham, James, Esq. Finsbury-place .... 1 10 Mic.
Broughton, R. Esq. Mecklenburg-square .... 1 10 Mic.
Broiinlie, Mrs. M. E. Madeira 110 Mic.

A few Friends, by ditto 5 50
Brown, A. Esq. Commercial Sale Rooms ...... 110 Mic.
Brown, Miss, Feckham 10 6 Xms;
Brown, Lieut.-General, Curzon-street 110 Mid.
Brown, Mrs. Montague-place, Russel-square .... 110 Mid.
Brown, Mr. Temple-bar 110 Ldy.
Brown, Miss, Aylesbury 110 Mid.
Browne, Rev, G. St. Alban's 10 6 Ldy.
Brownlow, W. Esq. Highbury-place 110 Ldy.
Bruce, Miss, Gloucester 10 10
Budd, Miss, Richmond 10 6 Xms.
Bull, Rev. John, B.A. Stowmarket 10 6 Ldy.
Bull, Rev. J. Rector of Tottingston, near Ipswich 10 6 Ldy.
Bull, Kev. N. M.A. Vicar of Satfron Walden 10 6 Mid.
Bull, Rev. T. P. Newport Pagnel •• (» 10 6 Ldy.
Bull, Rev. H. Littlebury 10 6 Xms.
Bull, J. T. Esq. Claremont-terrace, Pentonville.. 5 50 110 Mic.
Bulmer, Mr. Aldersgate-street 10 6 Xms.
Bumstead, Mr. John, St.Mary's-hill, Thames-street 10 6 Xms.
Bunnell, Joseph, Esq. Southampton-row .... 5 00 1 10 Xms.
Bunyon, Mr. Regent-street 110 Mid.
Burchett, J. R. Esq. Burton-crescent 5 50 1 10 Mic.
Burcombe, Mrs. Rebecca, Kingston 10 6 Ldy.
Burder, Rev. George, Grove, Hackney .... 110 Xms.
Burder, Rev. H. P.M.A. Hackney 1 1 Xms.
Burder, Rev. John, Stroud, Gloucestershire .. .. 110 Ldy,
Burder, Miss, Charter-house . 110 Xms.
Biirford, Mr. B. Butcher-row, East Smithfield . . 10 6 Ldy.
Burgess, Rev. William, Colchester 1 10 Mid.
Burkilt, Mr. Poultry 5 00 1 10 Mic.
Burkitt, Mr. J. Coleman-street 110 Xms.
Burls, W. Esq. Lothbury 1 1 Xjns.
Burn, Rev. R. Stonehouse, Devon 110 Xms.
Burn, Mr. Thomas, Kirby-street, Hatton-garden 10 6 Mid,
Burosse, Miss, Milford 10 6 Xms.
Bmrell, Mrs. Hackney 110 Xms.
Burridge, Miss, Northampton 1 10 Mic.
Burrows, Mr. John William, Houndsditch .... 110 Ldy.
Burrup, Mr. J. jun. Royal Exchange 10 6 Ldy.
Burt, Andrew, Esq. John-street, America-square 10 10
Burt, John, Esq. Stonehouse, East Grinstead. ... 10 10
Bushby, Mr. Thomas, King's-arms-yard 10 6 Ldy.
Bushell, Mr. E. Lord-street, Liverpool .... 10 6 Xms.
Butler, Mr. St. Helier's, Jersey 110 Mic.
Butlin, Mr. Henry, Cheltenham 1 10 Xms.
Butterfield, Mr. W. Strand 110 Mid.
Byron, Mr. Tothwell, Lincolnshire • 10 6 Ldy.

Clarendon, Rt. Hon. Earl of, North Audley-street 110 Ldy.
Calthorpe, Rt. Hon. Lady, Lower Grosvenor-street 110 Ldy.
C. R. A . for Foreign Objects 20
Carapbell.Kev.H.M.A. NailsworthjGloucestersh. 10 10 .

Campbell, Mis;;, by Mr. Aniis 10 6 Ldy.
Campbell, Kev. J. Sliacklevvell 2 10 6 Ldy.
Campbell, Captain, R.N. Hull 110 Mic.
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Dona-
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£. 8. d.

Camion, Mr. G. Kingsland-green
Carey, Mr. York, place. City-road
Carey, Mr. S. by Mr. Watts .

Carlill, John, Esq. Lenian-street 20 10
Carncross, Mrs. Carmarthen
Carr, Mr. J. Wood-street
Carter, Mr. S. Grove-lane, Camberwell ....
Carter, Mr. S. jun. Blacknian-street, Borough . .

Carter, Mr. J. Koyal Exchange
Cartwright, Miss, Orgarth Hill, near Louth ....
Cartwright, Miss R. ditto

Cary, Mrs. General, Cadogan-place
Case, Mr. Toftrees, Norfolk
Cecil, Mr. J. Upper Thames-street
Chamberlin, Mr. P. Basinghall-street
Chambers, J. Esq. Minster, Isle of Sheppey .... .

Cliamhers, Mrs. Dover-street, Piccadilly ....
Chambers, Rev. James, Willoughby, Warwick . .

Chandler, Mr. B. Sherborne, Dorset
Chapman, Miss, by Mrs. Flight, Enfield
Chatteris, Mrs. Bishopsgate Within

,

Channcy, Miss Amelia, Harley-street
Chaiincy, Miss Jane, ditto

(^herrill, E. Esq. Hammersmith
Childers, Miss Eliza, Elm's-field, Doncaster ....
Ching, Mrs. Brixton-place
Christian, Mr. H. C. Strand
Christie, James, Esq. King-st. St. James's-square 3 3
Christie, Mr. Thomas, Gracechurch-street ....
Christmas, Thomas, Esq. Gower-street ....
Chune, Mr. Colebrook Dale, Shropshire ....
Chinch, Mrs. Great James-street . —
Clapham, John, Esq. Leeds 50
Clark, Mr. H. C. Nottingham, by Mr. Pritt
Clark, T. Esq. Bury-place, Bloomsbury ....
Clark, Mrs. Dorking
Clarke, Rev. H.Lincoln
Clarke, Mr. J. J. Penton-street, Pentonville ....
Clarke, Anthony, Esq. Canterbury
Clarke, Mr. R. A. Pavement, Moorfields ....
Clarke, Mr. J. Cooper's-row, Tower-hill ....
Clarke, Mr. Wellclose-square
Clarke, Mrs. Pembridge-house, London-fields, }

Hackney 5

Clarke, Mr. R. ditto

Ciarkson, Mrs. Great Barford, Bedfordshire ....
Claypon, Joseph, Esq. Boston 10 10
Clayton, Rev. J. jun. Hackney
Clayton, Mrs. ditto

Clayton, Rev. George, Herne-hill
Cleeve, Mr. Basingstoke
Clement, Rev, J. C. Clapton
Close, Major, Somerset Farm, Kilburn ....
Close, Rev. F. Kingsbury
Coates, Mr. Jos. Houlden
Coates, Mr. Dandeson, Salisbury-square ....
Cobb, F. E.sq. Margate
Cock, Horatio, Esq. Colchester
Cockle, Mr. R. Earl-street, BlacktWars
Cockshott, John, Esq. Bolton 10 10
Cole, Mr, Little East-cheap 10 6 Ldy.

gubs.
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Dona-
tions.

£. s. d.

Cole, Mrs. Llanidlass, Cardiganshire —

^

Coleman, Rev. J. N.Sherborne
Collins, J. Esq. Spital-sqnare 15 15

Collins, James, Esq. Bankside
Collins, Mr. Francis, Paternoster-row
Collison, Rev. G. Hackney
Collyer, Rev. W. B. D.D. Deptford
CoJyer, Mr. W. H. Foot's Cray, Kent , . 10 10

Compigne, James, Esq. Caraberwell
Conquest, Mrs. Kingsland
Conquest, Dr. Finsbury-square
Conway, Mrs. Beaminster, Dorset
Cook, Rev. John, Maidenhead 10 10

Cook, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Burder
Cooke, Mr. St. Bride's-passage, Fleet-street ....

Cooke, Mrs. Stalham, near Hickling, Norfolk .
.

Cooke, Miss, Upper Berkley-street
Cooke, Mrs. Orange-street
Cooke, Mr. J. Gosport
Cooks, Rev. Denham, M.A. Rector of Astley, \

near Stourport, Worcestershire ji

Cooks, Mrs. per Mr. Massett
Coombs, Mr. T. Ludgate-street
Cooper, Mr. East Dereham
Cooper, Mr. James, King's-row, Walworth .... 10 10

Cooper, Mr. John, Pump-row, Old-street-road .
.

Cooper, Miss, Kingston 10 10

Cooper, Rev. J. Biunham, Bedfordshire ....

Copeland, W. Esq. Liucoln's-inn-fields

Cordes, Mr. Brabant-court, Philpot-lane

Costar, Mr. Francis, Strand
Cottle, Mr. Kennington-road
Courtney, Rev. S. Plymouth
Cowie, Mr. Camden-place, Camberwell .... 10 10

Cox, Rev. R. M.A. Bridgnorth 10 10

Cox, Mr. John, Patriot-square, Bethnal-grecn . .

Cracknell, Rev. B. D.D. Bath 10 10

Crawley, Mr. Thomas, Cape Breton, N. America
Creed, Mrs. Mile-end-road
Creswell, F. jun. Esq. Blackheath
Crisp, W. Esq. Frostenden, Suffolk .50

Crisp, Mr. D. Freeman's-court, Cornhill

Crisp, Rev. J. S. Bristol -

Crook, Mr. Prince's-street, Bank
Cropper, ^V. Esq. Lincoln
Crouch, Edward, Esq. Harroweald Common 10 10
Croucher, J. Esq. Hayes, near Petworth
Crowther, Rev. S. M.A. "Vicar of Christ-church. .

Crusha, Mr. Thetford
Cunliffe, R. Esq. Highbury-place, Islington ....

Cunningliam, Rev. F. M.A. Pakefield 10 10

Cupriss, Mr. at Rev. T. Fisher's, Roche St. Austle

Curling, Jesse, Esq. Bermondsey 10 10
Curling, Mr. jun. Lower Thames-street ....

Curling, Mr. Alexander, jun. Fish-street-hill ....

Curling, Mr. Cbeapside

Dufferin, Rt. Hon. Lady, Cavendish-square ....

Digby, The Very Reverend Archdeacon, Carrick ^ _

on Shannon 5

Annual
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Dona-
tions.

£. s. d.

D.S 2 20
Daltou, Mr. Gutter-lane
Dalzell, Major, Portsea ,

Dando, Mr. N. Cheapside
Danger, Mrs. Mecklenburg-street
Danvers, Mrs. Mecklenburg-square
D'Arcy, Rev. J. S. Melton Mowbray
Daughtrey, Mr. Foster-lane
Davidson, W. Esq. Foley-place, Kensington .... 21 00
Davidson, Mr. T. Clapton-road
Davies, Gabriel, Esq. Bala
Davies, John, Esq. Vronhaulog, near ditto ....
Davis, J. Esq. Park-street, Islington 21
Davis, Mr. Job, Woolwich
Davis, Mrs. Hoxton-square
Davis, Miss, Chapel-street, Pentonville ....
Davis, Mr. John, Hatfield-street, Blackfriars-road
Davis, Rev. John, St. Clement's, Worcester ....
Davis, Rev. Thomas, Bacup 1

Davy, T. Esq. Gould-square, Crutched-friars ..

Davy, Mrs. Eaton-hall, Norwich
Dawes, Rev. C. M.A. JBurntwood, near Litchlield

Dawson, Jonathan, Esq. Hunter-st, Brnnswick-sq.
Dawson, Roger, Esq. Walworth , 10 10
Dawson, Rev. J. Dudley
Deacon, Rev. John, Leicester ..,..
Deacon, F. Esq. Walworth 11
De Lannoy, Mrs. Penton-place, Walworth ....
Delf, Mr. Beccles, Suffolk
Derry, Mr. Plymouth
Desbois, Mr. Gray's-inn-passage
Dewar, David, Esq. Dale's Lodge, near Andover
Dicker, T. Esq. Lewes
Digby, Benjamin, Esq. Mountjoy-square, Dublin
Dimmock, Mr. John, High Holborn ^
Dixon, William, Esq. Blackheath .5

Dobbs, Henry, Esq. New Bridge-street
Dobree, Miss, Walthamstow 5
Dobree, Miss K. ditto

Dobson, Mr. Bucklersbury
Dodds, Mr. T. Donniiigton, Leicestershire ....
Dodson, Mrs. Great Coram-street
Dodwell, Rev. Mr. Welby, near Grantham ....
Done, Mr. Josliua, Tottenham
Doughty, Miss, Scarborough
Dovenell, Rev. Mr.
Dowding, Mr. W. Totteridge, Herts.
Dowler, Mr. John, Dalston 10 10
Down, Edward, Esq. Bartholomew-lane ....
Downing, Mr. John, Church Lawford
Dowson, Mr, E. Wei beck- street

Drew, Mr. W. Steeple Bumpstead
Drummond,Henry,Esq.AlburyPark,nr.Guildford
Drummond, Rev. S. R. M.A. Swarraton, near ) ,„ ^r. /»

Winchester \
10 10

Drummond, W. Spencer, Esq. 10 10
Du Croz, Miss, Brook-street, Holborn
Du Croz, Miss M. ditto
Dudley, Mr. C. Southampton-terrace, Pentonville
Dunelraensis 10
Dunkin, Miss M. Christ-church 1 iq Xms.

Annual
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Dunn, Rev. E. A. Pimlico

Dnrant, Kev. T. Poole
Duiliam, Rev. Thomas, Edmonton
Dyer, Rev. J. Battersea

Dyson, G. Esq. Mound Triangle, Hackney .

Dyson, Mr. Samuel, Catherine-street, Strand.

,

Dyson, Mr. J. Botolph-lane

Dury, Miss, Hadley, near Barnct
Dyson, Mr. James, St. Mary-axe

Dona-
tions.

e. .0. d.

2

10 10
10 10

E. B.
E. G. Wilderness-row
Eade, Mr. Framlingliam, Suffolk

Ealey, Mr. Lovel's-court

East, Mr. Budge-row
East, Mrs. Wooburn, Bucks.
Edelmau, Mr. Garlick-hill

Edmonds, Mr. Charles, Grange-road
Edwards, Mr. Aldermanbury ......

Eliot, Mr. Bartholomew-close •

EUerton, Mr. Cnmniing-street, Pentonville

Elliot, Mr. New Bond-street
Elmer, Mr. J. B. Queen-street, CheapsLde
English, Mrs. Colchester
Evans, Messrs. J. & E. J,ong-lane

Evans, Mr. St. James's-street

Evans, Mr. Silver-street, Golden-square
Evans, Mr. Augustus, Chichester
Eves, Mr. Red Lion-square
Exeter and its Vicinity, by the Rev. S. Kilpin :

—

Bowden, H. Esq £i 1 O
BuUey, Mr. T 10
Codner, Mr. S 10 6
Crook, Rev. Mr 10 6

100

1

1 1

1 1

10 6
10
10

1 1

Davison, Rev. J.

Flight, Mrs.
Clyde, Mr
Hannaford, Mr. G.
Heath, Mr.
Lee, Mr. ....

Lois, Miss ....

Malland, Mr 10
Manning, Miss
Martin, Mr. ...

Nantes, Rev. D.
Nantes, Mr. R.
Paget, Miss
Pearce, Mr.
Pearce, Mr. S.

6

6
10 6110
10 6
10 6
10

10 6
10 6

Richardson, Major 10

Roberts, Lieut." 10
Sawer, Mr. sen.

Sawer, Mr. J.

Sharp, Rev. C.

Sircombe, Mr.
Slownian, Mr.
Trotman, Mrs.
Weeks, Mr. J. (donation)
Whitta, Rev. Mr.

110
10 6
10 6
10 6

10
10
7

10 6

jiniiual

•Subs.

£. s. (i.

1 1

1 1

1 1

10
1 1

1 1

10
10
10

10
10 6
10

1 1

1

1

1

1

1

10
1 1

1 1

10
110

10 6
10 6

10 6
1 1

When
due.

Ldy.
Mid.
Mic.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Mic.
Xms.

Ldy.
Mic.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Xms.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Mid.
Xms.
Mid.
Mid.
Mid.
Xms.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Ldy.
Xms.

— 19 10
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Dona-
tions.

$.. s. d.

Faiisli, Mrs. Merton, Cambridge —'

Farmer, 'i'liomas, Esq. Kennington 10 10
Fawcett, Rev. J. Carlisle

Fearon, Mrs. Hastinajs

Fell, Mr. John, Tavistock-street, Covent-garden
Fenn, Nathaniel, Esq. Botolph-lane 30 10

Fennell, Rev. W. B. Conipton Rectory, near) 110 Ldv
Dorchester J

^*

Ferguson, Miss, English-street, Carlisle ...» — 10 6 Ldy.
Ferguson, Mr. ditto ' • 10 6 Ldy.
Fertell, Mr. Kentish-town 10 6 Ldy.
Field, Mr. Lambeth 110 Mic.
Finlay, Rev. John, Tonbridge Wells 110 Mid.
Firth, Mr. Jeremiah, Heckmondwick - 110 Xms.
Fish, Mrs. Russel-square I l Xms.
Fisher, Mr. J. Hoxton 110 Ldy.
Flanders, Mr. Colebrook-row, Islington .... 0106 Mic.
Fleetwood, Miss, Clayton-place, Kennington ... . 1 10 Ldv.
Flemyng, Captain W. Cork 10 10

Fletcher, Mr. J. Tokenhouse-yard 110 Mic.
Fletcher, Rev. R. Bicester 10 6 Ldy.
Fletcher, Miss, lieckenham, Kent 10 Mid.
Flight, Mrs. Enfield 1 1 Xms.
Flint, Mr. B. New Uniou-street, Moorfields .... 10 6 Ldv.
Fordham, Mr, J. High Ongar, Essex 10 10
Forster, W. M. Esq. Gower-street
Foster, R. Esq. jun. Cambridge 10 10

Fotheringham, Miss, Homerton
Foulgam, Mrs. Bilby, near Retford, Notts
Foulger, Mr. J. Seven Star-alley, Ratclift'-highway •

Fowell, Mr. Cambridge —
Fowler, Mrs. Gunton Hall, near Lowestoft ....

Fox, Mr. W. Stationer's-court

Francis, Mr. Holloway
Francklin, Lieut.-Col. Royal Artillery, Woolwich
Freeman, Mr. John, Whitchurch, Hants
Freme, W. Esq. Catharine-court, Tower-hill 10 10
French, Mr. Highbury-place ,

French, Mr. and Mrs. St. Eustatius
French, Mrs. Perry Hill, Sydenham
Freshfield, J. W. Esq. Stoke Newington 10 10
Friend, A, Angel-terrace, Pentonville
Friend, A, Mecklenburg-square
Friend, A 10 6

Friend, at Chelmsford 110 Xms.
Friend, by Captain Humphreys 10 6

Friend, by Mr. Watson, Cupar, Fife 5
Friends, by Miss Spence, Bideford 13

Friends, by Mrs. Simmonds 6 2 6

Friends, at I/ittlebury 6 10
Friends, by Mr. Downwell, (10 Donations) .... tOOO
Fry, William, Esq. St. Mildred's court
Fry, Miss, Grove-house, Tunbridge Wells .... 1 10
Fry, Mrs. Elizabeth, Plashet •

Fullbrook, Mrs. Uockingham-place, New Kent-rd. •

Fuller, Mr. Joseph, Brewer-street
Fuller, Mr. Samuel, Red Lion-street, Clerkenwell

Gambier, Right Hon. Lord, Iver, near Uxbridi;e 110 2 2 Xm-
K

1
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Dona- Annual
tlons. Subs. Wbtn
£. s. d. £. s. d. due.

Grey, Hon. Sir George, Bart. Portsmouth 10 10

Grey, Hon. Lady, ditto 10 10

Gordon, Lady, ( helsea I 1 Ldy.
Gordon, Colonel Cosmo, Priory, Hastings 110 Ldy.
Gainsborough, Mrs. Sudbury 110 Xms.
Gale, Miss, Assembly-row, Leytonstone 10 6 Mic-

Gamraage, Miss, Worcester 10 6 Mid.
Gammon, Mr. Twig-folly, Bethnal-green 10 6 Xms.
Gamon, Mr. M. Somerset-street • i 1 Xms.
Gardiner, Mrs. Daventry 10 6 Mic.

Gardner, Dr. J. Shoreditch 10 6 Xms.
Garneydyn, Miss, Worcester 10 6 Ldy.
Garratt, Francis, Esq. Old Swan 10 10

Garwood, Mr. J. Hoxton-square 110 Xms.
Gaviller, G. Esq. Clapton 1 1 Xms.
Gay, Rev. Mr. Iver, Bucks. 10 6 Xms.
Geary, Mrs. A. Canterbury-row, Albany-place, \ 1 10 6 Mic

Camberwell S

Gibbins, Miss F. Upper Thornhaugh-street • • • • 10 6 Xms.
Gibbins, Mrs. Oxford-street 10 6 Xms.
Gibbs, Mr. John, Castle-street, Falcon-square •• 10 6 Ldy.
Giberne, Miss, Narrow-street, Limehouse ••• 10 6 Ldy.
Gilbert, Mr. J. Bank of England 10 6 Ldy.
Gilbert, Mr. Peckham-rye • 10 6 Ldy.
Giles, Mr. T. Water- lane, Tower-street •••• 110 Xms.
Giles, Mr. Samuel, Greenwich 1 10 Ldy.
Giles, Mr. Loughton, Essex 10 6 Ldy.
Giles, W. Esq. Apollo-buildings, East-st. Walworth 110 Mid.
Giles, Mr. Enfield 10 6 Ldy.
Giles, Mr. 2

Gill, C. Esq. Pickwick, Chippenham, Wilts. 110 Xms.
Gillbe, Mr. Great Winchester-street .••• 110 Mid.
Gillispie, Mr. J. P. I'ransfer-office 2 00 1 1 Xms
Gilmour, Mr. W. Gallowgate, Glasgow 10 6 Ldv.
Gipps, Rev. H. Hereford 2 2 1 10 Mic.
Gladwyn, Mrs. Kingsinead-terrace, Bath 9 00 110 Mic.
Glanville, Mr. Cateaton-street 10 6 Xms,
Glover, Mr. Berners-street, Oxford-street 10 6 Ldy.
Glover, , Esq. Spring Hill 10 10
Glover, Mrs. ditto 10 10

Gooch, Captain G. Brunswick-sqnare 110 Xms.
Goode, Rev. J. Islington 110 Xms.
Goodwin, Mrs. Broadstairs 10 6 Ldy.
Gordon, Alexander, Esq. Broad-street 21 1 10 Ldy.
Gordon, Mrs. A. ditto 110 Ldy.
Gordon, Captain, Ranelagh-street, Pimlico ».•• 110 Ldy.
Gordon, Miss, Devonshire-street, Portman-square 110 Mid.
Gouger, G. Esq. Aldermanbury 10 10

Gouldsmith, Mr. Jesse, Old Jewry 10 6 Mic.
Gouldsmith, Edmund, Esq. Highbury 3 3
Grafton, Mrs. Keimington-terrace ' 1 i Q Ldy.
Graham, Rev. J. C. M.A. Queen'scollege, ) n -.^ ^ tj

Cambridge ...J
10 6 Ldy.

Grahvini, Miss, Clapham-common 1 10 Mid.
Graham, Miss, to promote the circulation of\ _ .

Tracts in France j

Graham, G. Esq. New Bridge-street 110 Mid.
Grane, William, Esq. John-street, Bedford-row •• 1 10 Ldy,
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Dona-
tions.

£'. s. d.

Grange, Mr, Covent-garden
Granger, Rev. L. Wintringham
Grant, Mr. H. Owen's-row, Islington ......

Grant, Charles, Esq. Kusscl-sqnare
Graves, William, Esq. VValtlianistow
Gray, William, Esq. York 31 10
Greaves, W. Esq. Clapham-connnon
Greaves, Rev. Mr. Deddington, Oxon.
Green, Mr. P. Upper Thames-street
Green, Mr. J. Falcon Glass-house, Bankside • • • •

Green, George, Esq. Blackwall 10 10
Green, Mr. Thomas, Miles's-lane • •

Green, Mr. Joseph, Broken Wharf
Green, Mrs. ditto
Green, Miss, Thames-street
Green, Mr. J. Gnildford-street
Green, BIr. Thomas, Cannon-street-road
Green, Rev. W. Lutterworth
Green, Mrs. West-square
Gregory, Mr. Richard, Edmonton
Grentell, George, Esq. Upper Thames-street • • • '

Gribble, Mr. Stockweil
Gribble, Rev. Mr. Barnstaple
Griffin , Rev. J. Portsea
Grimshawe, Rev. T. S. M.A. Biddenham, near >

Bedford <

Grote, Mrs. Beckenham
Grovenor, Mrs. Gloucester-street, Queen-square
Groves, Mr. Charing-cross •

Grylls, H. M. Esq. Helston, Cornwall
Gundry, D. Esq. Beaminster •• .... lO 10
Gurney, John, Esq. Lincoln's-inn-fields • • • •

Gurney, W. B. Esq. Essex-street
Gurney, Miss, Worcester
Gurney, Mr. Samuel, Lombard-street .

Gurney, Miss, Earlham-hall, Norwich
Gutteridge, J. Esq. Uenmark-hill, Camberwell • •

Harcourt, Right Hon. the Countess of
Harper, Rt. Hon. Lady F. Great Cumberland-st.
Hutchinson, Hon. Miss, Sidmouth
Hutchinson, Hon. Miss P.H.Stratford Cott.Stroud
Hutchinson, Hon. Mrs. Christiana Hely 2
H. M.
H. Y. 10 10 0.

Hadland, Mr. Holborn-hill
'

Hale, Mr. Ford, Cannon-street
Hale, W. Esq. Wood-street, Spitalfields

Hale, Mrs. Burton-crescent
Hale, Mr. W. S. Cateaton-street
Halford, Mr. Broad-street-buildings
Hall, Mr. B. S. Bourton on the Water
Hall, R. W. jun. Esq. Wyfield, near Ilford

Hall, , Esq. Salter's-hall

Hall, Mrs. H. Carlisle

Hall, Mr. W. Warrington
Hallam, Mr. York-place, Rennington
Hamilton, Rev. Mr. by Mr. Berry, Abchurch-lane
Hammond, Mr. G. Whittchapel

Annual
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Dona-
tions.

£. s. d.

Hancock, Mr. W. Sandlinrst —
Hankey, William Alers, Esq. Hackney
Hankey, iMiss, ditto

Hankey, T. Esq. Fencliurch-street 10 10
Hanson, Mr Joseph, Newgate-street
Hanson, Mrs. Botolph-lane
Hanson, Mrs.
Hapson, Mr. Samnel
Hardcastle, Mrs. Hatcliam-house
Hardcastle, Joseph, Esq. ditto

Hardcastle, Alfred, Esq. ditto .,,,
Harding, W. Esq. Lower Eaton-street
Harding, Mr. George, ditto

Hardy, Mr. H. Jernsalem Coflfee-honse

Hare, Rev. H. J. Docking-hall, Norfolk
Harington, Mrs. Calcutta 20
Harper, Mr. A. Jerusalem Coffee-house ....
Harris, Kev. Mr. Fordliam. Essex
Harris, Mr. J. Great Surry-street
Harris, Mr. Folkstone
Harris, Mr. Dartmoutli
Harrison, Mr. W. Hadlow
Harrison,M r.J. Li ttleWoodstock-st.Mary-le-bone
Hai tsinck, Mr. Bath
Haslope, Lancelot, Esq. Leadenhall-street ....
Hawkins, Waiter, Esq. Tower-street
Hawtrey, Rev. Charles S. M.A. Hackney
Haycock, Miss, per Mr. C. S. Dudley
Haycraft, Mr. J. S. Kingston
Haydon, William, Esq. Guildford 15
Haydon, Thomas, Esq. ditto 5 00
Haydon, Joseph, Esq. ditto

Haydon, VV. T. & J. Esqrs. Guildford 45
Hayter, Thomas, Esq. Brixton 50
Hayward, Mr. T. C. East Smithfield ......
Heath, Mr. Job, Blackman-street
Heath, Mr. Job, jun. ditto
Heath, Mrs. Southampton
Heisch, P, J. Esq. America-square
St. Helena, Contributions from, by Rev. B.Vernon 25
Helmore, Rev. Thomas, Stratford on Avon .... .

Hensley, L. Esq. Great James-street, Bedford-row
Herbert, Mr. Gutter-lane
Herbert, Rev. John, Forest of Dean .

Hewlett, Miss, Chicklade, Wiltshire
Hewlett, Mr. at Mr. Williams's, Minehead
Hey, Mrs. Rockingham-place, Kent-road
Hickman, Rev. E. Denton, Norfolk
Hickson, Mr. James, Wandsworth
Hickson, Mr. Edward, King-street .

Hill, Rev. R. M.A. Surry-chapel
Hill, Mr. J. Great Chapel-street, Westminster ..

Hill, Mrs. Harlowe, Essex
Hill, Mr. Harpur-street, Red Lion-sqnare
Hill, Mr. E. Uppingham
Hill, Mr, John, Paternoster-row
Hillhouse, Mr. Beale's-wharf
Hoare, Rev. H. Thirleston, near Leicester ....
Hobbs, Mr.

[25tli Report,

A
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Dona-
tions.

£. s. d.

Hoby, Rev. R. J. Sraniford-street

Hocken, Mr. Joseph, Falmouth
Hockins, Mrs. .Sont'uinipton

Hockley,Kev.Mr. VViitain's-buildlngs, Old-st.-road

Hodgson, Rowland, Esq. Sheffield

Hogg, Rev. R. Kimbolton
Hogg, Thomas, Esq. Appledore, Devon
Holdswortli, Lieut. R.A. Woolwich
Holgate, Mr. Edward, Brick-lane, Old-street. . .

.

Holehouse, Charles, Esq. Great Surry-street • • • • 10 10
Holland, Mr. Raithby, Lincolnshire
Holman, Mr. John, Sudbury
Holraan, Mr. Lower Thames-street
Holthouse, Mr. Edmonton
Holworthy, Rev. S. Litchfield
Holy, Thomas, Esq. Sheffield

Ditto, for Foreign Objects 1 10
A Friend, by ditto 5

Hooper, Miss Louisa, Reading 10 10
Hopkins, J. Esq. Lead Works, Tooley-street .... 10 10
Hopps, Mr. J. Brompton
Hopson, Mr. Solomon, Stroud
Houston, Mr. S. Great St. Helen's
How, Mrs. Fore-street •

Howard, Miss, Hull 10 10
Howden, Mr. Walker
Howell, Mr. J. B. Jewry-street
Howell, Mrs. Glasbury
Howels, Rev. W.
Hubball, Mr. John, Stafford

Hudson, W. B. Esq. Haymarket 10 10
Hughes, Rev. Joseph, M.A. Battersea 10 10
Hughes, Miss B. Glasbury-house
Hughes, Mr. Bunhill-row 5
Hughes, Mr. J. S. Paternoster-row
Hulett, Rev. Mr. Greenwich
Hume, Mrs. Colchester
Hume, Miss, ditto

Humpage, Rev. T. Bristol

Humphreys, Rev. John, Mill-hill

Humphreys, Mr. Wandsworth- road
Humphreys, Captain W. H. Boulogne
Humphreys, Captain, Tolgilly, North Wales .... —
Hunt, Rev. R. T. Prince's-place, Kennington . .

Hunter, Mr. W. South Finsbury-place
Hunter, Rev. , B. A. Oxford
Hunter, Mr. J. Magdalen-college, Oxford
Hunter, Mr. Leamington
Hum, Rev. W. Woodbridge, Suffolk
Huxley, Mr. James, Ropemaker-street ....

Hyde, Mr. George, Mark-lane
Hyde, Mr. H. Upper Norton-street

I. by the Rev. E. Lake, Worcester
Idle, Mrs. B. Richmond
I.H.H 2 00
Iliffe, Mr. Store-street, Tottenhani-court-road ••

Illman, Mr. Crown-street, Fiusbury-square • • . .

Inman, Mr. Lancaster
at. John, Lady Dowager, the Barns, Bedford • • 2 2

77
Annual
Siibs.

£. s. d.

10 6
110

10
10

1 1

10

1 1

10

10
1 1

When
due.

Mic.
Mic.
Ldy.
Xms.
Xms.
Ldy.

6 Ldy.
6 Ldy.

Mic.

— '2 2

6 Ldy.
Xms.

6 Xms.
6 Mic.

Ldy.
Xms.
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Dona- Annual
tlons. Subs. When
£. s. d. £. s. d. dtte.

J. W. 21
Jackson, Rev. T. Stockwell 10 6 Xms.
Jacob, John, Esq. Greenwich 10 10
James, Kev. T. Woolwich 10 6 Xms.
James, John, Esq. Stamford-hill 110 Mid.
James, Mrs. ditto 110 Mid!
James, Rev. J. A. Birmingham 110 Xms.
James, Mrs. ditto 21
Jameson, Mr. W. Laurence-Poultney-lane 110 Ldy.
Jenkinson, Miss, Alveston, near Stratford ou Avon 10 6 Mid.
Jenkinson, Miss Hamet, ditto 10 6 Mid.
Jennings, Rev. J. Thaxstead 10 6 Xms.
Jenny, W. Esq. Beckenham, Kent 110 Xms.
Jerrani, Samuel, Esq. Poultry 110 Xms,
Jesson, Thomas, Esq. Hill Park, Westerham, Kent 10 10 .

Johnson, Mrs. Bishopsgate Without 10 6 Xms,
Johnson, Mr. Conduit-street, Hanover-square .. 10 6 Xms.
Johnson, Thomas, Esq. Tilsley Banks 10 6 Ldy.
Johnson, Mrs. A. B. Colchester 110 Ldy.
Johnson, Mr. City-road 10 6 Mic.
Jones, Mr. St. Paul's Church-yard 110 Ldy.
Jones, Mr. R. New Inn „ 10 6 Ldy.
Jones, Rev. T. M.A. Creaton, Northamptonshire lO 6 Mic!
Jones, Mrs. Vicarage, Glasbury 110 Ldy.
Jones, Mrs. High Holborn 1 i o Xms!
Jones, Mr. E. T. Bristol 110 Mic!
Jones, Miss, Little St. Thomas Apostle 10 6 Ldy!
Jones, Mr. W. Charlotte-street, Blackfriars-road 110 Ldy.
Jones, Mrs. Arundel-street 10 6 Ldy.
Jones, Mr. Sloane-street . 10 6 Mid!
Jones, Rev. R. T. Oxford 10 6 Ldy!
Jones, Mr. N. 4 6
Joyner, Mr. Gracechurch-street 110 Ldy.
Jupp, W. Esq. Old Broad-street 1 i o Xms.

Kemp, Right Rev. Bishop, Baltimore, Maryland 110 Ldy.
Kaye, Mr, Whitecross-place, Finsbury .... 10 6 Xms.
Kelly, Mr. Houndsditch 10 6 Ldy.
Kemble, Mr. St. Antholin's Church-yard 10 10 2 2 Xms!
Kemble, Mr. E. ditto 110 Ldy.
Kemp, Rev. William, Cheshunt College 110 Mic!

Ditto, for Foreign Objects 1 lo
Kemp, Mr. E. Uppingham !! 110 Ldy.
Kemp, Mr, John, ditto 10 6 Ldy!
Kennard, Mr. Grove, Hackney 110 Ldy!
Kennerly, Mr, Bedford-court, Covent-garden . . 110 Ldy!
Kennion, T. Esq. Christ's-coUege, Cambridge . . 10 10
Kentish, INIrs. George-street, Peckiiam 10 6 Xms.
Kerr, Mr. A. Aldermanbury 10 6 Xms.
Key, H. G. Esq, Herne-hill, Dulwich 21
Key, John, Esq. Abchurch-lane 10 10
Key, William, Esq. ditto 10 10
Key, Thomas, Esq. Water Fulford, near York . . 50
Key, Miss Elizabetli 10 6 Mid
Kight, Mr. Putney 10 6 Ldy!
Kimpton, Mrs. Hitchin 10 6 Xms.
King, Mrs. E. Church-lane, Newington .... 10 6 Xms!
King, Mr. John, Islington-road 10 6 Ldy,
King, J. H. Esq. Tower — 10 6 Mic.
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King, Mr. Joseph, Stanley
Kinsey, M. Esq. Oxford-street
Kirkham, Miss, Liverpool 10 10

Kitchener, Mr. Charles-square, Hoxtou ....

Knight, Mr. Strand
Knight, Mr. South-place, Finsbury
KnottisfordjMrs. Fortescue, Bridgetown-house, >

near Stratford on Avon \

Kynvin, Mrs. Oxford-street

Leeds, Her Grace the Duchess of, Calteric, ^
Yorkshire \

Lorton, the Viscountess, Rockingham, Ireland ..

Leigh, Lady, Montague-square
Lifi'ord, Lord, Dublin
Lack, Mr. Wormwood-street .

Lack, Mr. jun. ditto

Laing, Mr. George-street, Minories .

Laird, Mrs. Lynn, Norfolk
Lake, Mr. Dorchester
Lake, Rev. E. Worcester
Lamb,Mr. Alexander, Flindall-street,Bermondsey
Lambe,Capt. R.N. Southampton-row, Camberwell
Lamprey, Mr. John, Barbados
Landers, Captain, Nova Scotia

Lanfear, Miss, Woolley, near Newbury ....

Langdon, Mrs. Old-street

Langston, Mrs. Cross-street, Islington

Langston, Mr, Goswell-street

Lanyon, Richard, Esq. Lostwilhiel 10 10

Latham, Mr. Cheshuut
Lawrance, Robert, Esq. Belle Vue, Reading .

.

Lawrence, R. E. Esq. per Mr. Nisbet
Leach, W. Esq. Turnham-green
Leach, W. Esq. India Board
Leathes, P. H. Esq. Peckham 10 10
Ledsam, Mr. Cateaton-street

Lee, R. Esq. Claphain
Lees, Mr. Camberwell
Lefevre, Mr. W. Dove-court, Lombard-street . .

Legg, Mr. jun. Devizes
Leigh, Mr. Samuel, Paradise-row, Lambeth •. . .

.

Leigh, Miss, Corsal, Cheadle, StatTordshire ....

Lericheux, Mrs. Ann, Wood-street, Spitalfields. .

Lewin, Mr. Bank =

Lewis, Rev. T. and a few Young Friends, Islington

Lewis, Miss, Palmer's-green
Lias, Mr. John, Finsbury-street
Light, Mr. Union-place, Blackheath-hill ....
Lincoln, Mrs. Featherstone-buildiiigs
Lincolne, Mr. Halesworth
Lindop, Mr. Thos. Westmoreland-place, City-road
Lingard, Mr. Stonecutter-street
Lister, Daniel, Esq. Hackney 20 10
Litchfield, V. Esq. 10 10
Little, Mr. J. Whitechapel
Livesey, Mr. Thomas, Triangle, Hackney
Lloyd, Rev. R. W. M.A. Tamworth
Lloyd, Rev. Mr. Whittington, near Oswestry. . .

.

Annual



Annual



Annual



110
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t.'ions.
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Parker, Dr. Royal Artillery, Woolwich ....
I'arker. Mr. T. G. Preston, Rutlainl
Parker, Mr. J. ditto ~
Parks, Mr. Henry, Kingsland
Parnell, Thomas, Esq. Dublin 2 00
Parnell, Mr. William, Botolph-lane
Parnell, William, Esq. Ashford, Kent
Parry, E. Esq. Gowcr-street
Patterson, Mr. James, Vernon-place, Bloomsbury
Pattison, Mr. T. Cross-street, Islington ....
Patlison, Mr. Cornhili

Payne, J, R. Esq. Lamb's-cond nit-street

Payne, Mr. W. Holborn
Paynter, Francis, Esq. Denmark-hill, Camberweli 10 10
Peachey, Mr. James, Doctor's-commons ....
Pearson, W. Esq. Homerton 10
Pearson, Mrs. Bath
Peckett, Mr. James, Betts-street,St. George's East
Pegg, Mr. James, Wooburn
Pellatt, A. Esq. St. Paul's Chnrch-yard
Pellatt, T. Esq. Ironmonger's-hall
Pelley, Captain, Nailsworth •

Pemberton, Rev. J. M.A. Rector of Foxearth .. 4 10
Pemberton, Rev. E. M.A. Belchamp St. Paul's. .

Penfold, Mr. William, Brighton
Penzance, Friends at, by J. Clapham, Esq. :

—

Barbara, Dr. Penzance J^l
Bolitho, William, Esq. Penzance ...» 1 10
Bolitho, Thomas, Esq. ditto 1 1 (h

Bouse, Mr. ditto 110
Came, Joseph, Esq. ditto , 110
Carne, William, Esq. ditto 110
Carne, William, jnn. Esq. ditto 1 10
Carthew, Mrs. ditto 110
Clapham, John, Esq. Leeds . 5
Coulson, Mr. H. Penzance 10 6
Family of the late Mr. W. Dennis, ditto 110
Grenfell, George, Esq. ditto 1

Parkhurst, Rev. F. ditto 10 6
Paynter, Mrs. ditto .5

Paynter, John, Esq. Boskenna 1

Pidwell, Samuel, Esq. Penzance .... l 10
18 15

Perks, Mr. W. Hitchin
Perkins, Mr. Cranbourn-street
Petree, Mr. King's Langley "

Pettengall, Mr. Mount-street, Berkley-square ..

Phelps, Mr. John, Highgate
Philipson, Mr. W. Dalston
Phillips, Mr. L. Myrtle-street, Hoxton
Phillips, Mr. Paradise-row, Rotherhithe .... 10 10
Phillips, Richard, Esq. Swansea
Pierce, Lieut. George, R.N. by Mr. Burchett . .

Piercy, Mrs. Church-field, Margate
PifFard, Mr. C. Camden-street, Isliogton ....

Piper, Mr. T. Eastcheap 21
Pitman, Mr. Upper Cumming-street, Pentonville

Pitt, Morton, Esq. Dover-street, Piccadilly ....

Plant, L. Esq. Croydon 10 10
Piatt, Rev. W. F. Wilmot-square

Annual
Sut/.i.

£, s. d.

110
2 2
110
10 6
110
110
10
110

10 6
10 6

1 I

10 6
110

10 6

1

10
1 1

1 1

10
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Ldy.
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Ldy.
Ldy.
Mic.
Mid.
Ldy.
Mic.
Mic.
Ldy.

Xms.
Xms.
Mid.
Ldy.
Xms.
Xms.
Xms.
Mic.
Xms^
Ldy.
Ldy.



84 SUBSCRIBERS AND BENEFACTORS. [25tll Report,

Dona- Annual
tions. t^ubs. When
£. s. d. £. s. d. due.

Platf, Thomas, Esq. Stamford-street 10 10
Plumptre, J. Esq. per Mr. Nisbet 110 Mic.
Porter, Miss C. Richinondplace, Walworth .... 10 6 Xnis.

Potter, Mr. Fleet-market 10 6 Ldy.
Ponlter, Mr. Thomas, Little Woodstock-street, ) « <n /r y^,,

T,.
'

, ,
' ' > 10 6 Xms.

Mary-le-bone i

Powell, Mr. York-place, Islington 116 Xms.
Powell, Mr. L. Whitecross-street 110 Xms.
Pownall, Henry, Esq. Russel-sqnare ...... ^ . — 1 10 Xms.
Poynder, John, Esq. Bridewell Hospital .... 110 Xms.
Pratt, Rev. Josiah, li.D. Doughty-street 110 Mic.
Pratt, Mr. Isaac, Bouverie-street *.., 110 Xms.
Preston, Mr. Thomas, Walworth 52 10
Preston, Rev. M. M. Watton, Herts. • 110 Ldy.
Price, Mr. St. Martin's-lane — 10 6 Xms.
Priestly, Rev. Mr. Fordingbridge, Hants 10 6 Ldy.
Printer, Mr. Stowmarket 110 Ldy.
Pritchett, Mr. Chambers-street, Goodman's-fields 1 1 o Xms.
Pritt, James, Esq. Nottingham 110 Xms.
Procter, J. Esq. Islington 110 Xms.
Procter, Mrs. ditto 110 Xms.
Profits of the First Edition of " The Life of) ,,, ,„ „

Miriam Sherriff," by Mrs. A. J

lo U' u

Puddicombe, Rev. T. Branscomb, Devon 10 6 Mic.
Pnget, Mrs. Totteridge, Herts 40 10

Pngh, Mrs. Bernard-street, Russel-sqnare 10 6 Ldy.
Pugli, Messrs. Great Dover-street, Southwark .

. 10 6 Mid.
Punter, Mr. T. Woolwich 1 l Ldy.
Purnell, Mr. William, Bristol 110 Xms.
Purves,Richardson, Esq. Bedford-place,Rnssel-sq. 10 10 110 Ldy.
Puzey, Mr. James, Bishopstone, Wilts. .... 10 6 Mid.
Pym, Rev. R. the Hassels, Poton, Beds 110 Xms.
Pym,F. Esq. Kemsworth House, ur.Royston,Heits. 110 Xms.
Pym, Miss 10 6 Mic.
Pyne, Rev. B. Duxford, Cambridgeshire 10 10

Quincey, Joseph, Esq. Albion-place 1 10 Mic.

R. L. S. Church-street, Shoreditch 110 Xms.
R. N. M. Duke-street, Commercial-road, Lambeth 110 Mid.
Raban, Mr. Olney 10 6 Xms.
Radford, Mrs. Lower Grosvenor-street •••• 110 Xms.
Radley, J. Esq. Winchniore-hill 110 Ldy.
Ralph, Mr. Cheapside • 110 Ldy.
Ramsden, Robert, jun. Esq. Spratton, Notts.- • •• 110 Ldy.
Randall, Mr. W. Southampton — 110 Xms.
Randoll, Mr. P. Owen's-place, GoswelUstreet-rd. 110 Ldy.
Ranney, J. F. Esq. Yarmouth 110 Ldy.
Ranyard, Mr. W. Kingston 10 6 Mic.
Ray, Rev. J. M. Sudbury 110 Ldy.
Record, Mrs. William-street, Hampstead-road •• 10 6 Xms.
Redford, Rev. G. M.A. Uxbridge — 10 6 Mic.
Bedford, Mr. Kingsland-road 110 Mid.
Reed, Mr. Charles's-square, Hoxton 10 6 Xms.
Reeves, John, Esq. Parliament-place 10 10 1 10 Ldy.
Reeves, J. C. Esq. Russel-square 110 Ldy.
Reeves, Mrs. Trinity-square 10 6 Ldy.
Reeves, Mr. Thomas, Lower Thames-street 10 6 Ldy.
Respice Finem 5 o
Reynalds, Captain Francis, Hull .'>
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Reyner, Joseph, Esq. Mark-lane 10 10
Rhodes, Mr. Twyford, Berks.
Richards, Mr. James-street, Old-street • • • •

Richardson, Mr. T. Mincing-lane
Richardson, Mrs. Kendal
Richardson, Mrs. Stamford-hill —
Richardson, Mr. Thomas, Trafalgar-st. Walworth
Riches, Mr. Long-lane, Southwark
Riddell, A- Esq. Queen-street 31 10
Riley, J. Esq. Abbey-house, Bermondsey • • • •

Robarts, Mr. N. Bedford-street, Covent-garden.. 10 10
Roberts, Mr. Hatton-garden .

Roberts, Josiah, Esq. Camberwell «.

Roberts, Miss, Kussel-square
Robertson, Mr. Corporation-row —
Robertson, Mr. D. Paradise-row, Bethnal-green
Robinson, Samuel, Esq. Lothbury 10 10
Robinson, Mrs. ditto .5

Robinson, Mr. Cranbourne-street 10 10
Robinson, Mr.
Robinson, Mr. New-street, Kennington '••• 10 10
Robison, Mr. J. Penrith .

Rogers, T. Esq. Clapham 10 10
Roper, Mr. Stamford-street
Roper, Mr. Palmer-terrace, Holloway . .

Roper, Mr. J. H. Islington *... 5
Rose, Miss, Carshalton
Rose, Mr. Church-court, Old Jewry —
Rouch, Mr, Clarence-place, Pentonville • • • •

Roulh, Mr. per Rev. Mr. Graham 10 10
Rucker, Daniel Henry, Esq. Melrose-hall, near ) <« m «

Putney \
10 10

Rucker, Mrs. ditto

Ruell, Rev. D. M.A. Chapman-street, Islington. •

Ruffle, Miss, Paradise-row, Rotherhithe 10 10
Rust, Mr. William, Hull 10 10
Rutt, Mr. B. Hackney
Rutt, Miss E. ditto

Ryland, Miss, Rufford's-row, Islington • • . • • - .

—

Southampton, Right Hon. Countess of —-

Somerset, Right Hon. Lady
Sparrow, Right Hon. Lady Olivia Bernard,

\
Brampton Park <

^

Smith, Hon. Mrs. Bath
S. H. H. 2

Sabine, W. Esq. Islington

•Salmon, Rev. George, M.A. Coleshill
Salt, Rev. Mr. Litchfield ——^
Salter, Mr. Samuel, Newgate-street • • -

Salter, Miss, Watford
Salter, Mr. Duke-street, Portland-place • . •

.

—__
Saltren, Rev. Mr. Bridport «.. =-

Sampel, Mr. Ohiey, Bucks.
Sanders, Mr. E. A. Market Lavington ......
Sanders, Mr. J. Hand-court, Tiiainesstreet .... .

Sanders, Mr. R. Leighton Buzzard
Sandoz, Mr. Frederick, Islington
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Bristol 10 10
Sard, Mr. John, St. Murtin's-Iane 10 10

85
Annual
Subs. ir/icn

£. s. d. due.

Ldy.
Mic.

110 Xms.
110 Xms.
110 Xms.

10 6 Xms.
10 C Ldy.

110 Xms.
110 Xms.

110 Ldy.

10 6
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Dona-
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£. s. d
Saunders, Rev. I. M.A. Rector of Blackfriars • • —

—

Saunders, Mr. Limehouse
Saunders, Miss, Wanstead
Savage, J. Esq. Kiver-terrace, Islington
Savage, Mrs. A. E. per Messrs. Drummond
Scarlett, Mr. jun. Fish-street-hill
Scholl, Rev. C. Bishopsgate-within
Scoresby, Captain, Hull 10 lo
Scott, John, Esq. Suffolk-place, Islington 21
Scott, Mr. Henry, Earl-strcet, Blackfriars
Scott, Mr. John,

, Fifeshire
Scott, Mr. Lovel's-liill, near Windsor
Scriven, G. Esq. Clapham
Searle, Miss, Camberwell
Sewell, Mr. Aldersgate-street
Seymour, Mr. Custom-house
Share of the Profits of a Book entitled Scrip-^

TURE Stories, and of other Works by the f
same Author, per the Publisher, Mr. Nisbet,r ^" ^^ ^

Berners-street \
Sharp, Mr. Cannon-street
Sharp, Mr, Fore-street
Shave, Mrs. Clapton-square, Hackney
Shaw, B. Esq. New-street, Spring-gardens 10 10
Sheldon, Mrs. Hastings
Shebbeare, Mr. Guildford
Sheffield, A Collection at, towards supplying >

Paper for the Missionaries in India ( ^ ^ ^
Shepheard, Mr. S. Hackney
Shepherd, John, Esq. Frome 10 10
Shepherd, I. Esq. Newington-terrace, Kennington 5
Shepherd, Mr. T. Princesplace, Kennington . •

Shepherd, H. Esq. Maidstone 2 20
Sheppard, Rev. John, Blackheath
Sherring, Mr. Borough, Southwark
Shewell, Edward, Esq. Bryanstone-square 41
Silva, De Mr. White-hart-couit, Lombard-street —-

Shewell, Mr. John, Spring Well, Clapham
Shilston, Mr. Thornhaugh-street
Shippen, Mr. Shoreditch ,

Shoobert, Mr. James, Paternoster-row
Shoobridge, Mr. Cheapside
Shore, Miss, Burton on Trent .

Shrapnell, Miss, Byfleet, Surrey .

Shrubsole, W. Esq . Bank of England
Sibthorpe,Rev.R.W.M.A.Tattenhall,Horncastle 10 10
Simeon, Rev. C. M.A. King's-college, Cambridge 10 10
Smimonds, Mr. George, Upper Thames-street ••
Simmonds, Mr. C. Basingstoke .

Simnet, Mr. J. L. Newark
Simpson, Mr. D. Bishopsgate-street '.

Simpson, Mr. R. Stepney-green
Simpson, Samuel, Esq. Leicester
Simpson, Mrs. ditto
Simpson, Messrs. J. & W. Bush-lane ".
Skinuer,

, Esq. Bristol .'.*'.*

Slate, Rev. R. Stand, near Manchester .
.* 10 10

Slaton, G. Esq. Red Lion-square .

Slatterie, Rev. J. Chatham
Small, Rev. J. Axminster !

[25th Report,

Annual
Subs. When

£. s. d. due.

10 6 Ldy.
10 6 Ldy.
10 6 Mic.

1 1 Ldy.
110 Mic.
110 Mic.

10 6 Mid.
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Smart, J. Esq . Milk-street 2 2 Mid.
Smart, William, Esq. ditto 2 20 Ldy.
Smitli, [. Esq. Watford 10 10
Smith, Mrs. Leyton 110 Ldy.
Smitli, Mr. Chiswell-street 110 Ldy.
Smith, Rev. J. Pye, D.D. Homerton 110 Xms,

A few Friends by Ditto 5 00
Smith, Mrs. ditto 110 Xms.
Smith, Mr. Britannia-row, Islington 10 6 Mic.
Smith, Mr. E. Houndsditch • 10 6 Xms.
Smith, Miss, A bingdon-street, Westminster .... 1 10 Xms.
Smith, A. Esq. M.P. Berliley-square 110 Ldy.
Smith, Miss, ditto 10 6 Mic.
Smith, Mr. R. Tower-street 110 Mid.
Smith, Henry, Esq. Mansion-house-street 110 Mic.
Smith, J. Esq. Kent-road 110 Ldy.
Smith, Mr, W. Sydney-place, King's-road 10 6 Mic.
Smith, Mrs. E. Cadogan-place, Sloane-street ... . 110 Mic.
Smith, Mr.W.Lepard, James-street, Covent-garden 110 Xms.
Smith, Rev. H. H. Bernard-street 110 Xms.
Smyth, Lieut. M. Carmichael, Montague-place, i

10 6 Xms
Kussel-square J

Snelgar, Mr. H. Charles-square, Hoxton .... 10 6 Ldy.
Soldiers of H. M. 27th, 64th, & 80th Regiments, "^

at Gibraltar, per Lieut. Bailey. R.N. (50
J-

10
Dollars) .' 3

Sonthall, Mrs. Gracechurch-street 1 10 Ldy.
Sowerby, Mr. Regent-street 110 Ldy.
Sparkes, Mr. Barbadoes 10 6 Ldy.
Sparrow, Mr. Henry, Bethnal-green JO 6 Mid.
Sperling, H. P. Esq. Henley 31
Sperling, J. Esq. Madehurst-lodge, Arundel .... 10 10

Sperling, Lieut. Royal Engineers, Pall Mall 10 10

Spicer, Mr. Ited-cross-street 10 6 Ldy.
Spink, Mr. M. Gracechurch-street 10 6 Mic.
Spitta, Miss, Colchester 1 10 Ldy.
Stare, Mr. N. Aldermanbury 110 Mid.
Starkie, Miss, Langcliffe, Settle 110 Xms.
SteinkopflF, Rev. C. F. A. D.D. Savoy 1 1 Xms.
Stephen, Mrs. Kensington 110 Mid.
Stephenson, Mr. Charlotte-street, Portland-place 110 Xms.
Steven, R. Esq. Shacklewell 110 Xms.
Steven, R. Esq. jun. Upper Thames-street 110 Xms.
Stevenson, J. Esq. jun. near Beaconsfield 10 10

Stevenson, George, Esq. Clapham 10 6 Mic.
Stevenson, Mr. J. G. Bridlington-quay 10 6 Mic.
Stevenson, Rev. T. St. Ive's 10 6 Xms.
Stewart, Captain, Utica, America l 1 Xms.
Stibbs, Mr. G. G. Maidenhead 10 6 Ldy.
Stift, Mr. New-street, Covent-garden 110 Xms.
Stobart, Mr. W. Cannon-street 10 6 Mid.
Stock, Rev. Mr. Bow 110 Ldy.
Stokes, Mr. H. Brunswick-row, Queen-square • • 110 Ldy.
Stokes, William Richard, Esq. ditto 10 10

Stokes, Miss, Peckhara 10 6 Xms.
Stokes, Thomas, Esq. Blackheath 2 2 Xms.
Stokes, George, Esq. ditto 10 10
Stokes, Mrs. Bunhill-rovv 2 20 Xms.

Ditto, to promote the Circulation of Tracts in ^ „ ^,
Fi ancc j
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Stonard, Joseph, Esq. Stamford-hill 60 lO -

Stone, Mrs. Aldermanbury 110 Mid
Stoneham, Miss, Totteridge-lane, near Whetstone 10 6 Ldv.*
Stott, Mrs. Kennington-lane 10 6 Mid
Stratten, George Frederick, Esq. Park Hal), ]

nearAlcester '| 110 Mid.
Stratten, Rev. John, Maida Vale .!!..'!!.'.. 110 Xnis
Strongi'th'arni, Mr. Waterloo-place 110 Ldv'
Stroud, H. F. Esq. Spa-fields Chapel-house 110 Mic
Stuart, Mrs. J. Riching's Lodge, near Colubrook 110 Xms*
Stubbs, Mr. D. Fleet-market 110 Ldv.
Stunt, Mr. J. Addington-place, Camberwell ..','.'

10 6 Ldv*
Surridge, Robert, Esq. Romford 110 Mid
Sutlefte, Mr, Queen-street 10 6 Xms
Suttaby, Mr. Stationer's-court 10 6 Xms!
Sutton, Miss, Devizes 10 10
Swaine, I. Esq. Borough, Southwark ......* 110 Ldy
Swallow, Miss, North Town, Maidenhead 1 l Ldy,'
Swann, Mr. James, Ensham, Oxon. 110 Xms
Sykes, Mr. Red-cross-street 10 6 Ldy'
Sykes, Mrs. Holyport, Maidenhead 110 Ldy!

Teignmouth, Right Hon. Lord, Portman-square 110 Mid
Tarbutt, William, Esq. Ulcomb, Kent 10 6 Mic*
Tarn, Mr. Joseph, Barnsbury, Middlesex 110 XmsTarn,Mr J.j.ui. ditto 10 6 Xms!
Tatham, T.J Esq. Bedford-place 1 k, Mic.
Taylor, Mr. J. Wilderness-row 10 10
Taylor, Rev. Mr. King's-road ',.

. . lo 10 ^-.

Tenison, Colonel, Castle Tenison, Ireland . lo 10
Terry, Messrs. City of London Tavern ! 2 20 Ldv
Thelwall, Rev. A. S. Amsterdam i i n MiH
Thelwall, Mr. Brixton \ J q Ldv
Thomas, Rev. T Islington !.;:;!! o 10 6 Xms!Thomas, Mr. Aldermanbury 10 6 Mid.Thomas, Rev. J. Highgate 10 6 Mid.
Thomas, Miss, C apham-rise 10 6 Mid.
1 homas. Miss, Sloane-street

j ^ LdvThompson, N. Esq. Colebrook-terrace, Islington 110 Xm^'
Thompson, Thomas, Esq. Brixton-hill ,. lo 10
Thompson, Mr. G. B. Oxford-street 1 1 LdvThompson, S. Esq

, Ireland 10 10
Thompson, Mr. H. Framlingham 10 6 Ldv
Thompson, Mr. G. Long-lane, Smithfield . . .

! i i o Xm's*
Thompson, Rev. Henry, Bayswater 110 Mid*Thompson, Rev. William, Curate of Atherstone.. 10 10
Thompson, Thomas, Esq. Hull 50 o
Thorn, Mr. Grilston !..,!! 10 6 Xms
Thornely, John, Esq. Dodworth, Yorkshire ! ! ! ! 110 Xms
Thornton, E, N. Esq. High-street, Southwark .. l 1 Ldv'
J hointon, Messrs. Old Broad-street 2 2 Mid
Thorrowgood, Mr. q jq g jyj-

*

Tl.ring, Mr. Richard, Wilton, Wilts.* !!!!!! ] i o j^^'
Timing, Kev. J. Halifax, Nova Scotia . o 10 6 Mib'Tindale, Mr. Cock-hill, Ratcliff 1 "

,> j rfj'
Tite, Mr. Coleshill ;:; 10 6 Mir*
Tomkins, John, Esq. Abingdon " " lo 10 -
Tomkins, Miss, ditto !.', lo 10
Tomkins, Mr. Aberdeen !!!!.!!!! 10 10
Tomkins, Samuel, Esq. Lombard-street .'...' lo 10 l 1 Xms
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Toomer, Mr. S. Basingstoke 1 1 Xms.
Toon, Mr. John, Salisbury 100 Mid.
Tophaui, Mr. Thomas, Helper, Derby 10 6 Mic.
Torriano, Rev. V. M. Colchester * ^ 110 Mic.
Tottie, C. Esq. Great Winchester-street .... —^-— 110 Mid.
Towle, Mr. N. H. Kennington-road 110 Ldy.
Townley, Rev. Henry, Calcutta 10 10
Townley, Rev. Charles, L.L.D. Limerick 12 10
Townsend, Mr. W. High Holborn 10 10 1 1 Xms.
Townsend, Mr. J. Southampton-street, Pentonville 1 l Mic.
Townsend, Rev. J. Rotherhithe 110 Ldy.
Townsend, Mr. R. E. A. -. 1 lO Mid.
Townsend, Mr. Artluir 1 10 Ldy.
Tozer, Rev. Mr. Marlborough 110 Xms.
Treschow, Rev. P. Lamb's-conduit-street 110 Mid.
Tristram, Rev. H. P. B. A. Eltringham .... 10 6 Ldy.
Tristram, B. Esq. Broadfield 1 i Xms.
Tucker, B. Esq. Budge-row 110 Xms.
Turnbull, Mr. Michael, Lougliton-hall, Essex. . . . 10 6 Xms.
Turner, S. Esq. Red Lion-square 110 Mic.

y.G.G 10
Van Dam, Mrs. Guildford-street — 110 Xms.
Vanhagen, Mr. Clifton, Bristol 1 10 Mid.
Vanhagen, Mr. _- 1 i o Xms.
Vanhouse, James, Esq. Mincing-lane — 110 Ldy.
Vansittart, Miss, Blackheath 42 OO
Van Somer, Mr. G. Brixton 10 6 Ldy.
Vaugiian, Mr. Pratt-street, Lambeth 10 6 Xms.
Venables, William, Esq. Alderman, Qucenhithe«« 10 10
Venn, Mrs. Mabledon-place, Burton-crescent . . 110 Ldy.
Verinder, Mr. H. St. Paul's Church-yard - • • . 10 10
Vicars, Lieut. Royal Engineers 110 Mic.
Vidler, Mr. Thomas, Bartholomew^lane • • • • — 110 Ldy.
Vincent, Mr. 10 10 -——

•

Underwood, Mrs. Gloucester-place, Portman-sq. 110 Xms.
Upjohn, Capt. Royal Horse Guards, Ashbumhani 110 Mic.
Upton, Rev. J. Brunswick-street 10 6 Ldy.
Uwins, Mr. Z. Henry-street, Pentonyilie 110 Mid.

Waller, SirWathen,Bart.Pope'sVilla,Twickenhani 20 -^

Wilberforce, W. Esq. M.P. 10 10 1 10 Xms.
Wilberforce, Mrs. and Miss 110 Xms.
Williams, Robert, Esq. M.P. Grosvenor-sqnare-' . « 10 Xms.
Williams, Mrs. ditto 110 Xms.
Williams, William, Esq. M.P. Portland-place • • 10 10
Waistell, Charles, Esq. Camden-towu 110 Xms.
Walker, Thomas, Esq. Piccadilly 110 Xms.
Walker, Miss, Pender's End 10 6 Ldy.
Walker, Rev. T. Stockton ••••' 110 Mic.
Walker, Mr. Holden ••• i lo
Walker, Mr. Joshua, Fleet-market 10 6 Ldy.
Wall, Mrs. 10 10
Wall, Rev. Mr. Kingsland —

i

10 6 Ldy.
Walton, Mrs. Little Britain 110 Xms.
Walton, Mrs. Northiam, Sussex 10 6 Xms.
Wanchope, Mrs. Iver, Bucks- 110 Mid.
Ward, Rev. Edward, M.A. Iver, Bucks .... 110 Ldy.
Ward, Mr. H. jun. Water-street 110 Ldy.
Ware, John, Esq. Clapham 10 10

M
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Dona-
tions,

£. s. d.

Ware, Mrs. Martin, New Bridge-street .... 10 10
Warren, Mrs. Edmonton
Warren, Miss, ditto

Warren, Mr. Stationers'-court, Ludgate-hill ....
Warren, Mrs. ditto

Warwicker, Mr. Jacob, Whitechapel
Waters, Mr. W. Providence-row, Hackney • • • •

Wathen, O. P. Esq. AFoodchester, Gloucester • •

Watkins, Rev. H. G. M,A. Rector of St. Switliin's

Watkins, Mr. Samuel, Sniith-st. Northampton-sq. •

AVatson, J. Esq. Watling-street
Watson, Mr. George, Coton, near Banbury • • • •

Watt, Mr. F. Hatton-garden
Waylin, R. Esq. Devizes
Waymoutli, M. Esq. Battersea 10 10
Weare, Rev. James, Little Maplestead • • • • 10 10
Weare, Mrs. Ashton, near Bristol 10
Weaver, Rev. T, Shrewsbury
Webber, James, Esq. Balliam 3 3
Webster, Mr. Fore-street
Wedgwood, Miss, Ryde, Isle of Wight • • • •

Wesleyan Methodist, A 10 10
West, Mr. T. Whitechapel
West, Mr. Fetter-lane

West, Mr. Sarnuel, Billiter-lane

West, Lient. George, Royal Engineers, Quebec "Z "2

Westmoreland, Mr, High-street, Mary-le-bone •

Westmoreland, Miss, Sydenham
Welherell, Rev. C. M.A. Worton House, near ) ^ ^ ^

Deddington .'
\ ^ " "

Wheeler, Mr. J. Gray's-inn-passage
Whincop, Mr. Lynn .

Whitchurch, Miss, Salisbury
Whitchurch, Miss P. ditto

White, Mr. Peter, New-street, Bishopsgate • • . .

White, Mrs. at Mr. Hunter's, Finsbury-placc
White, John, Esq. Sunderland 5 OO
Whitmore, Miss, Perry Hill, Sydenham
Whyley, Mrs. West Broniwich
Wigg, J. Esq. North-place, Gray's-inn-lane
Wilday, Mrs. Atherston
Wildman, Mrs. Wooburn 1 oO
Wilkins, Mr. Ashtead .

Wilkinson, Mrs. Clapham jo 10
Wilkinson, H. Esq. Enfield 10 lo O
Wilkinson, Mr. T. Blackheath
Wilkinson, Rev. Watts, M.A. Hoxton
Wilks, Rev. Blatthew, Tabernacle-row •••• lO 10
Wilks, John, Esq Finsl)ury-square 10 10
Wilks, Mr. John, Old Broad-street
Winder, John, Esq. Shoreditch gi oo
Williams, Rev. W. B. M.A. Homerton ......
Williams, Rev. T. Gloucester-terrace, Com- ^

mercial-road ^

Williams, J. R. Esq. Clenient's-lane
Williams, Mr. Thomas, Reddich, Worcestershire
Williams, Mr. Great St. Helen's
Willis, Mr. R. Popham-terrace, Islington ....
Willis, Mr. Essex-street, Strand
Wills, Mr. C. Appledore, Devon
Wills, Mrs. Martha, ditto

Annual
Subs.

£. s. d.

Wlien
due.

1
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Dona- Annual
(ions. Subs. U%en
£. s. d. £. s. d. due.

Wilson, John, Esq. Islington 110 Ldy.
Wilson, T. Esq. Highbury-place 21 00
Wilson, Joshua, Esq. ditto

Wilson, Joseph, Esq. Highbury-hill 10 10
Wilson, Joseph, Esq. Clapham
Wilson, Rev. D. MA. Minister of St. John's )

Chapel, Bedford-row S

Wilson, Mrs.W. C. Ca8terton-hall,KirkbyLonsdale
Wilson, Rev. W. C. M.A. Vicar of Tunstall 11 U

Ditto, as Editor of Friendly Visitor .... 25 o

A Friend, by ditto 10
Wilson, Rev. Roger Cams, M.A. Vicar of Preston
Wilson, Mr. Thomas, Upper Thames-street ....

Wilson, Mrs. Denmark-hill, Camberwell 20 10

Wilson, Mr. M. Oxford-street
Wilson, J. IJ. Esq. (^lapham-common 100

Ditto, for Tracts to South America 30
Wilson, Mr. James, St. Jolin's-street

Wilson, Rev. W. Walthamstovvf
Windham, Miss, Charlotte-street, Bloomsbury ..

Wingrave, Mr. Luton, Beds.
Winkworth, Mr. T. Paternoster-row
Winstanley, Rev. C. M.A. Wigginton, Oxon
Winter, Rev. R. D.D. Sidmouth-street ....

Winter, R. Esq. Bedford-row —
Wolff, G. Esq. Balham, near Clapham 10 10
Woutner, Mr. Great Winchester-street .... 10 10

Wontner, Mr. Joseph, Islington 10 10

Wood, Mr. T. Red-lion-court, Watling-street. . . .

Wood, Henry, Esq. ditto

Wood, Mrs. Acton
Woodd, Rev. Basil, M.A. Paddington 10 10

Woodhouse, Mrs. Kentish-town
Woodington, Mr. Warren-street, Portland-place, )

New Kent-road 5

Worthington, Miss Sarah, Burton on Trent ....

Wright, Mr. T. Nicholas-lane

Wright, Miss, Clapham-common
Wright, Mr. Charlotte-terrace, New-cut ....

Wyke, Mrs. Abergavenny
Wylie, Mr. James, Broadway, Worcestershire ..15100
Wylie, fliiss, ditto 10 10
Wyllie, George, Esq. Lewes
Wyllie, Charles, Esq. ditto

Yeatman, Miss, Dorchester
Yerbury, Msis Rebecca, Bristol

Yerling, Mrs. Doncaster -^-^—
Young, Capt. R.N. Transport-office, Deptford ••

Young, Mr. High-street, Islington

Young, Mrs. Hand-court, Holborn
Young, Mr. Paradise-row, Bethnal-green
Young, Mrs. Great Marlborough-street
Youth's Magazine, Committee for conducting,

out of the Profits of the First Ten Volumes
of that Work, (3 Donations) 200
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ADDENDA. ^'"»«- ^"""^^
tions. Subs. When

£. s. d. £. e. d. due,
A Crown Piece 5
Allardyce, Mr. Exmouth-street
Allen, Captain, Caraberwell
Allnatt, Mr. C. A. Waliingford

Bawtree, Mr. George, Bank
Bevan, Mrs. Carlton, Notts
Blackett,

,
jun, Esq. Stamford-hill 10 10

Brown, P. Esq. H. B. M. Secretary ofLegation,
^

Copenhagen
^

—

—

Chune, Mr. George, Colebrook Dale
Clabon, Mr. Mark-lane
Collected by Two Young Ladies at Godalming .

.

18
Cooper, Mr. J. Barking Church-yard

Davenport, Mrt. Penton-place, Walworth ....
Donation, A, from Children, by Rev. S. Curwen 1 14
Dunn, Miss, Trowbridge

Glover, Mrs. Spring-hill, Birmingham, by Rev. > ^„ ,^ «
T. East

J
10 10

Hall, Mr, W. Little Newport-street
Hooper, Mr. South-place, Finsbury

J.c 1 10
Johnson, Rev. R. H. Lutterworth

Knight & Bagster, Messrs. Bartholomew-close . .

Lillie, Mrs. Sion College Garden

Mansfield, Miss, Spring-hill, Birmingham, by > ^„ ,„ ^
Rev. T. East , .........} 10 10

Mottershaw.T. Esq. Silkmore-House,Staffordshire 10 10

Pearcey, Mrs. Church-field, Margate

KREsq 10
Reynolds, Mrs. Church-street, Stoke Newingtou
Ring, Thomas, Esq. Reading 10 lo
Robinson, Mrs. Lothbury

Stokes, George, Esq- Blackbeatb 10 10

1



CATALOGUE
OF THE

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY.

1.

2.

3,

4.

5,

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

39.

FIRST SERIES. ToSub. mn.
scnbers.Subs. Each.
[s. d. s. d. d.

An Address on distributing Religious Tracts . .Per 100 4 0..5 4..1
Three Dialogues between a Minister and one of his

Parishioners, (by Vivian) 6 0..8 0..1i

Subjects for Consideration, (from Reynolds) 2 0..2 8.. i
The End of Time, (from Dr. Watts) 4 0..5 4..1
Divine and Moral Songs for Children, (by Dr. Watts) 6 Q. .8 0. .li
Repentance and Happy Death of Lord Rochester- ... 3 0. .4 0. . J
To Disturbers of Public Worship 2 0..2 8..i
To a Youth, on the Importance of Purity 2 0..2 8..|
To the Unfortunate Female 2 0..2 8.. i
ToaPrisoner 2 0..2 8.. J
The Way to Heaven 1 0..1 4.. J
Friendly Hints to Servants 2 0..2 8.. |
The Golden Rule, (by Dr. Watts) 3 0..4 0..|
On the Lord's Day 1 0..1 4.. J
Persuasive to Public Worship 2 0..2 8.. J
The Death of an Infidel, (the Hon. Francis Newport) 2 o- .2 8. . i
The Life of Colonel Gardiner 6 0..8 0..l|
To a Youth at School 2 0..2 8.. I
The Life and Sayings of the Rev. Philip Henry 3 0..4 0..|
Confidence in God, illustrated in the Life ofJohn Antes 4 0..5 4..1
TotheAfflicted 2 0..2 8..i
The Duties and Encouragements of the Poor .... 2 0..2 8.. *
Search the Scriptures 2 0..2 8..|
On the Importance of Sobriety 2 0..2 8..4
Dialogue on Regeneration 3 0..4 0.. f
Consolation under Convictions ; a Dialogue, (by the

late Rev. John Newton) 2 0..2 8..|
A Sunday's Excursion •- 2 0..2 8.. 4
The Bible of Divine Authority 2 0..2 8..|
The Good Old Way - 4 0. .5 4..1
On the Third Commandment 1 0..1 4.. J
The Better Gift, (intended to accompany a Charitable

Donation) 2 0-«2 8"|
Immoral and Anti-Christian Tendency of the Theatre 2 0..2 S-- i

A Present to the Children of Sunday or other Schools 1 0. •! 4- • ^
Instruction of the Rising Generation Recommended'

•

6 0'-8 O-.l^
A Dialogue between a Traveller and Yourself 1 O-'l 4" ^
Solemn Questions for Church of England Members,

(by a Clergyman) 3 0..4 0.«|
Advice to a Young Man, on entering the World, (by

Dr. Watts) 2 0.-2 8-.i
Sixteen Short Sermons, (I)y a Clergyman) 5 0. .6 8. . 1|
Short Prayers for every Morning and Evening in the

Week, (by ditto)
^

6 0..8 Clf
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To Sub- Non-
scribers.Subs.Each,
s, d. s. d. d.

40. Important Advice to Sunday School Teachers Pfr 100 8 0,.2 8..^
41. Three Queries to Deists, (by the late Rev. A. Fuller) 2 0..2 8.. ^
42. The Penitent Prostitute 2 0..2 8..i
43. On Speaking Truth 2 0..2 8..i
44. The Evidence and Effects of the Gospel 2 0..2 8..^
45. The Warning Voice 3 0..4 0.. ^
46. A Dialogue between Two Seamen 2 0..2 8.. f
47. Dialogues between a Corporal and a Private Soldier,

(by the late Major General Burn) 3 0. .4 0. . |-

48. To the Spectators of a Funeral 1 0..1 4.. i

49. The History of Mrs. Wilkins, (for Lying-in Women) .

.

5 0..6 8..1J
50. Affectionate Address to Young Christians 2 0..2 8..^
61. To the Aged, (large type) 3 0..4 0..^
52. ToaChild 1 0,.l 4-.. I
53. Au Appeal to the Heart 4 0. .5 4. . 1

54. Exhortation to Sick Persons 2 0..2 8..i
55. Five Minutes Consideration, (by the late Mr. Serle) .

.

2 0. .2 8. . I
56. A Commentary on the Ten Commandments 5 0. .6 8. .11

57. On Personal Religion 2 0..2 8..i
58. The Death of Altamont: or, the Power of Conscience 2 0,.2 8.. ^

59. To Parents of Children who attend Sunday Schools .

.

1 0. .1 4. . 5
60. The Evil of Late Attendance on Divine Worship .... 2 0..2 S.. \
61. The Dying Criminal. (To Spectators ofan Execution.) 3 0..4 0.. f
62. Parental Duties 3 0. .4 0..|;
63. Serious Thoughts on Eternity 2 0..2 8..|
64. A Letter to a Young Ijady at Boarding School, from

herMother 3 0..4 0. . |
65. Friendly Advice to all whom it may concern 1 0..1 4. . j
66. Sin no Trifle 1 0. .1 4..?
67. Scripture Extracts, on Doctrines & Duties of Religion 12 0..16 0.,2j
68. The Christian Indeed, (from Flavcl) 4 0..5 4..1
69. Family Worship, (by Dr. Doddridge) 4 0..5 4..1
70. The Smugglers 3 0..4 0..|
71. Fulfilment of Prophecy in the Destruction ofJerusalem,

(from the late Bishop Porteus) 3 0..4 0.. ^
72. Christ the only Refuge from the Wrath to Come, (by

the late Rev. J. Hervey) 2 0..2 8..|
73. Saturday Night, a Dialogue 3 0..4 0.. I
74. The Catechizer's Assistant 6 0..8 0.,li
75. The Progress of Sin, (by the late Rev. Andrew Fuller) 2 0..2 8..i
76. The Swearer's Prayer ; or, his Oath Explained 1 0..1 4..^
77. A Letter to the Master of a Family 2 0..2 8..|
78. Advice to Prisoners under Criminal Charges 6 0..8 0..l|
79. Judgment and Mercy, (for the use of Prisoners con-

demned to die; to which is added a Letter by the

Rev. James Hervey) 6 0..8 0..1|
80. Address to Prisoners charged with Crimes which do

not affect the Life 2 0..2 8..|
81. The Debtor's Friend, (for Prisoners) 4 0..5 4..1
82. The Sin and Danger of neglecting the Saviour, (from

Dr. Owen) 6 0..8 0..1|
83. The Interpreter's House, (from Bunyan) 3 0..4 0.. |
84. The Duty of Caring for the Souls of Relatives 2 0..2 8.. A

85. The Great Question Answered, (by the Rev. A. Fuller) 5 0..6 8 .1^

86. Luther on Justification 3 0--4 0.. |
87. Sabbath Occupations 2 0.-2 8--i
88. Friendly Conversation ••• 1 O.-l 4"^
89. The Christian Minister's Appeal 3 0-4 0-

• I
90. A New Year's Gift 2 • • 2 8 • |
91. The Search for Sin, and its Impartial Trial in the Isle

of Man, (an Allogory) 5 0--6 8-il
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To Sub.
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167,

168.

169.

170,

171,

172,

173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.
187.

188.

189.

190.

191.

192.

193.

194.

19.5.

196.

197.

198.

199.
200,

201.

202.

203.

204.

205.

206.

TV J«> Non-
sjcribers.Subs.Each

.

s. d. s. d. , d.

Anecdotes, Part III. Per 100 2 0- -2 8
The Sabbath-Breaker Reclaimed ; or, the History of

Thomas Brown, in verse 1 O-.l 4
The Power of the Gospel 2 0.-2 8
The Cause and Cure of Spiritual Darkness 2 0>'2 8
The Best Legacy ; or, the Poor made Rich •••• 2 0--2 8
Common Errors S 0.-4
Appeal to Christians, for General and United Prayer

for the Out-pouring of tiie Holy Spirit ...'... i Q..i 4
The Village in the Mountains ,.. 'j 0..2 8

Scripture Marks of Salvation • 6 0'-8
The Advantages and Disadvantages of the Married

State • 4 0-5 4
The Two Ends and the Two Ways 1 O-l 4
The Sinner's Help ••.. 1 O-.l 4
The Worth of the Soul 2 0..2 8
The Death-Bed of a Medical Student 2 0-2 8
The Brazen Serpent 1 O-.l 4
Why so Late? ... 1 O— l 4
On Crnelty to Animals 3 0--4
The Spiritual Guide 1 O-.l 4
On Licentiousness 3 0..4
On the Seventh Commandment 1 O-.l 4
The Irish Peasant 3 0..4
On Union to Christ 3 0..4
The Watchmaker and his Family 4 O.-S 4
The Christ of God 3 0..4
The Swiss Peasant 3 0,.4
The Woodman of Switzerland 3 0..4
The Two Old Men 4 0..5 4
The Nature of an Oath Explained 2 0..2 8
Letter to a Mother, on the Birth of a Child 1 0..1 4
The History of W. S 5 0..6 8
Consider your Ways 2 0..2 8
Loss of the Essex 3 0..4
The Lost Sheep 2 0..2 8
A Help to Prayer 5 0..6 8
The Fulness of Christ 2 0..2 8
Extracts from the Writings of Foreign Divines .... 4 0. .5 4
Hints to Sick Persons, particularly Patients in

Hospitals 4 0..5 4
The Aged Christian in the Hospital 1 o.,l 4
The Trinity in Unity 3 0..4
The History of Mary Smith; or, the Christian's Hope

in Death 3 0.'4 0.. j

li

SECOND SERIES,
Chiefly Narratives, particularly adapted for Sunday Schools^

and for Young Persons, also for general Circulation.

EIGHT PAGES.

At 2s. per 100 to Subsa-ibers, 2s. 8d. to Non- Subscribers.

500. The Brave British Tar, or History ofJames Covey.
501. The Blind Irisimian restored to Sight.

502. Poor Joseph, with Reflections.

503. The Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
504. The Assizes (for Circulation upon such occasions.)

N
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At 2s. per 100 to Subscribers, 2s. Qd. to Non-Subscribers.

505. True and Interesting Story of a Drummer.
506. Tlie History of William Bird.

507. Conversation at a Country Wake.
508. History of AVilliam Black, the Chimney-Sweeper.
509. The Alarm.
510. The Wonderful Cure of Naaman.
511. The Pay Table, a Dialogue.
512. The Wandering Jew.
513. The Happy Man, or the Life of William Kelly.

514. The Affectionate Daughter.
515. Dialogue between a Corporal and Private Soldier.

516. The Soldier's Friend.
617. The Sunday Water Party, in Verse.
518. Honesty the Best Policy.

519. Dialogue between a Traveller and Yourself.

520. The Inspector, with interesting Anecdotes.
521. Will Brown the Poacher, and his Daughter Betsy.
522. History and Adventures of Ben the Soldier.

.523. Three True and Remarkable Stories.

524. The Irish Weaver, or the History of James Byrne.
525. Narrow Escape from the Punishment of Death.
526. The Schoolmistress, or History of Jenny Hickling.
527. The Happy Negro.
528. The Life of John Bunyan.
529. Important Discovery, or " Temper is every Thing."
630. The Goodness of Providence.
631. The History of a Poor Black Widow.
532. Awful Death of Richard Parsons.

533. The Irish Girl.

534. Confessions of an Infidel.

535. Farmer Trueman and his Son George, a Dialogue.

536. Dialogue between John Smith and Thomas Brown.
537. The History of Susan Ward.
538. The Lord's Prayer.
539. The Smugglers, a Dialogue.
540. The Harvest, with suitable Reflections.

541. On Drunkenness.
542. Theatrical Amusements.
543. The Contrast.

544. Christians and Infidels.

545. The No-Creed of Infidelity.

546. The I'olish General and Faithful Servant.

547. Oratorios Displayed, in a Letter to a Friend.

548. The Refuge.
549. The Life Boat.

550. The Royal Review.
551. The History of John Robins the Sailor.

552. A Peep into a Gin Shop.

553. The Life of John Antes.

554. To the Unfortunate Female.
555. True Christmas Joy.

556. Dangers on the Ice off the Coast of Labrador.
557. The History of Elizabeth Loveless.

558. The Storm at Sea, a Dialogue.

559. Divine Songs, Part 1, or the Seaman's Companion.
560. , Part 2, or the Cottager's Companion.
561. ,Part3, or thePoor Man'sCompanion.
562. , Part 4, ditto.

563. The Hackney-Coachman.
564. Mary Jones; or, the Soldier's Daughter.
5G5. Sunday Evening; or, the History of Joe Benut tt ami his Fiieiid Thumas.
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At 2s. jjer 100 to Subscribers, 2s. Qd. to Non-Subscribers.

566. The Earthquake at Aleppo.
567. All Right.
568. Market Day.
569. Dialogue between Thomson, the Carpenter and Mr. S
570. Bible Happiness.
571. Weekly Earnings.
.572. Repentance and Happy Death of Lord Rochester.
573. John of the Score, or the Penitent Robber.
574. The History of Thomas Hownham.
575. Paddy and Thomas, a Dialogue.
576. The Shipwreck.
577. The Happy Cottagers, and the Shepherd's Boy.
578. Scotch Betty.
579. Loss of the Essex.

580. The Remarkable Story of a Cock-Fighter.
581. The History of Thomas Brown, in Verse.

582. Sorrows of Seduction.
583. Poor Sarah.

OCCASIONAL TRACTS,
FOUR PAGES,

At Is. per 100 to Subscribers, Is. 4d. to Non-Subscribers.

The Fair.

Loss of a Fishing Vessel.

Letter from a Criminal.

On Love to Christ.

Address on Missions.

Last Moments of a Malefactor.

BROAD SHEETS,
Printed with Cuts, for the purpose of affixing to the Walls

of Cottages, Manufactories, <fec.

At Qd.per Quire to Subscribers, lOd. to Non-Subscribers.

•On the Lord's Day.
*A Traveller and Yourself.

*Christ the only Refuge.
*The Swearer's Prayer.
*Friendly Conversation.
*The History of James Covey.
•Address from a Minister on Prayer.
*Narrow Escape.
*WarniHg to Gamblers and Swearers.
*The Happy Cottagers,

*The Cottager's Saturday Night.
*The Blind Irishman Restored toSight,

*The Death of Altamont.
*The Sunday Water Party.
*The Toper's Tale.

*Poor Joseph.
*Paddy and Thomas.
*History of a Poor Black Widow.
On the Death of the Princess Charlotte.
How Old art Thou ?

Religion our Best Choice.
Life a Journey.
*Conversatian at a Countrv Wake.
*The Wreckers.
*A Word for the Bible.

*Serious Thoughts on Eternity.
*The Death of the Hon. F. Newport.
Comparisons of Christian and Infidel.

"History of Thomas Brown, in verse.

The Christian's Directory.
The Life and Death ofTom Careless. Rules for a Christian Family.
*The Cock-fighter.

,

A Walk of Observation on the Day of
*The History of Philip P . ! Coronation.
Fairs, Races, and Plays. *Bible Happiness.
*Tlie Happy Negro. *Mary Jones.
On Drunkenness. *The Earthquake at Aleppo.

Also a considerable variety of Christmas Carols.

Tliosc nftlie above marked * are also in the Fbsl and Second Seria.

N 2
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The Tracts of the Second Series are printed in a Cheap

Form, for Circulation by

HAWKERS AND OTHER VENDERS,

Also an Assortment of Christmas Carols.

At lOrf. per Quire.

Particularly suited for Gratuitous Distribution in the Cheap

Form of a New Series of

HAND BILLS,

At 4d. per 100 to Subscribers, 6d. to Noh-Subscribers.

1. A Wonder in Three Worlds.
2. The Sabbath-Day.
3. Eternity.

4. Where are you Going ?

5. What shall I do To-morrow ?

6. The Way to be Happy ?

7. Reader!
8. A Caution.
9. Eternity !

10. Whose Servant are You ?

11. Remember the Sabbath-Day.
IS. The Truth, the Whole Truth, and

Nothing but the Truth.
13. Riches.
14. The World,

15. The Bible.
16. A Message from God unto Thee.
17. A Secret to a Sabbath Stroller.

18. Have You Lived too long in Sin?
19. A Question.
20. Is it Good to be Here ?

21. Strolling on the Sabbath.
22. A Sad Scene.
23. What doest thou Here, Elijah ?

24. Sunday Evening.
25. Stop and Think.
26. The Warning Voice.
27. Take Heed, and Beware.
28. An Appeal to Reason.
29. A Great Demand.

TRACTS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES.
Welsh,
French,
Spanish,

poktugueze,
Italian,
German,

Dutch,
Danish,
Swedish.

BOOKS.

The TRACTS, Nos. 1 to 195 inclusive, in Six Volumes,
12mo, boards

Each of the Volumes may be had separate.
An Edition of the first Four Volumes, in 8vo
The Second Series and Narrative Tracts, l vol. 12mo
Proceedings of the First Twenty Years of the

Religious Tract Society, i vol. 8vo
Short Prayers for every Morning and Evening in the Week,

Large Type, half-bound
The Pilgrim's Progress, Part I. by Bunyan, half bound .

.

, Part II

, in One Volume
Early Piety, half-bound, with cuts

Td Subs,

s. d.
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS.

The Committee having, at considerable Expense, improved tliis Series, hy

superior Embellishments and Paper, beg to request the attention

of their Friends to the follovring

WITH MANY CUTS,

Peculiarly adapted for Rewards in Sunday and other Schools.

At 9d. each to Subscribers, Is. to Non-Subscribei's.

The Christmas Box ; or, New Year's Gift, half-bound.

At 4s. per Dozen to Subscribers, 5s. 4d. to Non- Subscribers.

The Cottage Hymn Book, bound in

Red Sheep.
The Dairyman's Daughter.
The Young Cottager.

Early Piety.

The Reward Book, Parts I. to VIII.
Janeway's Token for Children.

At 2s, 6d. per Dozen to Subscribers, 3s. 4d. to Non- Subscribers,

Newton's Letters. I History of John Wise.
The History of Joseph.

|

At 2s. per Dozen to Subsci-ibers, 2s. 8d. to Non-Subsa-ibers.

The History of Samuel. I History of Africaner.
The Negro Servant.

|

At Is. 6d. pel- Dozen to Subscribers, 2s. to Non-Subscribers.

History of the English Bible. I History of Honest Roger.
The Watchmaker and his Family.

|
The Village School.

Eliza Cunningham. I Sandwich Islanders.

Shadrach,Meshach, and Abednego.
|

At Is. per Dozen to Subscribers, Is. 4d. to Non-Subscribers.

The Irish Peasant.
Honesty the Best Policy.

Sunday Evening.
Ahdallah, the Merchant of Bagdad.
Tlie Thunderstorm.
Memoirs of Bovvyer Smith.
Good Boys; or. Examine Yourselves.
The History of Jenny Hickling.

Watts's Divine and Moral Songs.
Tlie Life of Jesus Christ.

History of John Robins, the Sailor.

Doddridge's Principles.

Scripture Alphabet.
Scripture Characters.

Lady Jane Grey.
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At 8d. per Dozen to Subscribers, lOd. to Non-Subscribers.

The Image Boys.
Poor Joseph.

History of James Covey.
History of Tliomas Brown, in Verse.

The Happy Cottasjers.

The Affectionate Daughter.
Poor Sarah,

Goodness of Providence.
Advice to Sunday School Children.

Mary Jones.
The Happy Negro.
The Happy Morn, in Verse.
The African Widove.
Bread the Staff of Life.

The Young Fisherman.
Bible Happiness.
Irish Girl,

John of the Score.
Christian Drummer.
|The Shipwreck.
Elizabetii Loveless.

;Present to Sunday School Children.

Naaman.
Address to a Child.

Little Susan and her Lamb.
The Vine.
On the Lord's Prayer.

The Reward Books, Vol. I. to VIII. contain nearly all the Publications

in this Series,

The Eight Volumes of Reward Books may be had in Sets, or any volume

separate, bound in Red, at Is. per volume.

They are also kept in superior Bindings, and will be found a very'pleasing

and useful addition to a Child's Library.

The Committee also solicit attention to a New Series of Small Books,

under the Title of

SHORT STORIES,
jfor Cfiiltircn iintrcf STen gears of age,

At 2s, per 100 to Subsci-ibers, 2s. Sd. to Non-Subscribers.

1. Traveller's Wonders.
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PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS.

^f^t Ctact ilHaganne, or <i!t!)ri0tUtt illflt^ceUani)

;

AND, THE

Child's Companion, or Sunday Scholar's Reward;

PRICE ONE PENNY EACH.

On the 1st of January, 1824, the First Numbers of each of the above

were published,

To be continued Monthly.

The first Six Numbers of the Child's Companion may be had, neatly bound

in Red and Sheep, gilt and lettered, Price One Shilling.

The Committee respectfully recommend to the notice of those Societies

and Individuals, who are in the habit of lending and

exchanging Tracts,

A SELECTION,
SYSTEMATICALLY ARRANGED IN TWELVE PARTS,

And neatly stitched in Stiff Covers,

Price, to Subscribers, Is. 6d., to Non-Subscribers, 10s. per Set

;

or at Is. each Part.

Books for keeping a regular Account of Distribution and Exchange are also

provided, and may be had at IS, each.

TICKETS to be had at the Depository, at, per Dozen, to

Subscribers, 2s. 6d.—to Nou-Suhscribers, 3s.; each of

which entitles any one jyresentiny the same, to twelve

Hawkers Tracts, (or ten upon fine paper,) whereby

benevolent persons maij relieve those in distress, by enabling

them to commence the sale of Tracts, in preference to

giving them Moneij.
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Hints on the Constitution and Objects of Auxiliary

T'ract Societies.

In the formation of Auxiliary Societies, the Friends who have been
desirous of effecting sucli an object, having frequently found some difficulty

in framing a Constitution, the following Regulations are suggested ; subject,

however, to any modification which circumstances may require.

After engaging the attention of the Religious Public in the proposed

district, by the circulation of a short address, stating the nature, necessity,

importance, and design, of the intended Auxiliary Society, a General

Meeting should be convened ; at which may be proposed the following

RESOLUTIONS
Recommendedfor adoption as the Constitution of an Auxiliary Society.

I. That the Object, Constitution, and Proceedings of the Religious

Tract Society, in London, have the cordial approbation of this Meeting.

II. That a Society be formed, to be called, " The Auxiliary Religious

Tract Society of ," for the purpose of promoting the circulation

of Religious Tracts in this Vicinity, and of aiding the Funds of the Religious

Tract Society in London, especially for its extensive and increasing Foreign

Objects.

III. That the following be the Regulations of the Society :

—

1. That the Tracts to be circulated by this Society, be those published
by the Religious Tract Society.

2. That One-Fourth, at least, of the Funds of this Society, be
annually transmitted to the Parent Institution, in consideration of the
advantages held out to all Auxiliary Societies ; viz. of purchasing Tracts at

the Society's Reduced Prices.

3. That One-Fourth of the Annual Subscriptions, together with the

whole of the Donations and Collections, be at the disposal of the Committee
of the Auxiliary Society, to defray its necessary expenses, to purchase
Tracts for local distribution, under their direction, and to apply the Surplus
(.ifany) in aid of the Religious Tract Society.

4. That each Subscriber be entitled to receive, gratis, Tracts (estimated

at the reduced Prices) to the amount of One-Half of his Annual or other

periodical Subscription.

5. That a Life-Subscriber be entitled to receive, annually, Tracts equal

in amount to an Annual Subscriber of Four Shillings.

6. That each Subscriber of One Penny, and upwards, per Week, or

One Shilling, and upwards, per Quarter, be a Member.
7. That each Subscriber of Two Guineas, at one time, be a Member for

Life.

8. That the business of this Society shall be conducted by a Committee,
consisting of Members, together with the Treasurer and
Secretaries, who shall be chosen at an Annual General Meeting of the

Society ; and that Five Members of the Committee constitute a Quorum.
9. That the Committee shall appoint a Depository, and a Collector or

Collectors, who shall pay the amount of their Receipts to the Treasurer,
every Month.
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10. That as th« Subscriptions will, in general, have been received

previous to the purchase of Tracts, Payment shall accompany the Orders sent

to the Depository of the Parent Society. But should it be found necessary

to procure a larger supply, the same shall be paid for within Six Months.
11. That the Members be requested to communicate such instances of

usefulness, as may have come within their knowledge ; the most interesting

of which shall be annually communicated to the Committee of the Parent
Institution

.

IV. That be President, Treasurer, Secretaries,

and the Committee for the Year ensuing.

The Establishment of the following Auxiliary Societies

and Associations, has been reported since the Publication

of the last Annual Report :

—

ANDOVER.
AUSTRALIAN TRACT SOCIETY,

Sydney, New South Wales.

BATTERSEA & CLAPHAM, Ladies

BEDFORD.
BLANDFORD.
CALNE.
CAMBRIDGE, Ladies.

CARMARTHEN.
CHATHAM.
CHICHESTER.
DISS, Methodist.

DORCHESTER.
GRAVESEND.

, Methodist.

GUYSBOROUGH, Nova Scotia.

HARLESTON.
MARLBOROUGH.
NEWPORT, Isle of Wight.

NEWTON ABBOT.
PETERSFIELD.
SITTINGBOURNE.
STILTON, Female.

STOWMARKET, Independent.

STRATFORD, Essex, Methodist.

TENTERDEN, Methodist.

TROWBRIDGE.
TRURO, Methodist.

VAUXHALL.
WREXHAM.

The Auxiliary, Corresponding, and other Tract Societies,

are particularly requested to transmit to the Superintendent

of the Parent Institution, the Names of the President,

Treasurer, Secretary, and Depository, of their respective

Societies, together with the Date of their Formation.



ABSTRACT of ihe CASH ACCOUNT,

RECEIVED.
£. a. d.

Balance of last Year's Account 10 18 4

Collection at the last Annual Meeting .=£64 6

Annual Subscriptions 1105 9

Donations and Life-Subscriptions 530 6 3

Contributions from Auxiliaries 1083 7 9

Legacies • 416 9 2

Congregational and other Collections, by the

Rev. W. Chaplin 65 18 9
•— 3'265 11 5

Drawback on Tracts and Paper exported 79 6 3

Sale of the Society's Publications, including ^1258 10 1,

being the Amount of the Gratuitous Issues, as stated on

the other side 7802 13 10

Balance due to the Treasurer.. n ig 4

Total cf11,170 8

IVe, the Auditors, having examined the above Account, do find a Balance

due (o the Treasurer, of Eleven Pounds, Eighteen Shillings, and

Four-pence.

JOSEPH CECIL,

JAMES PRITT,

THOMAS MARSHALL, JbN.



FOR THE Year ending 31st March, 1824.

PAID.

£. s. d.

For Paper, and Printing Tracts, Annual Reports, &c.;

Sereotype Plates, Engraving, Folding, Binding, and

Stitching 7221 4 4

For Translating and Correcting Tracts 43 10

Loss on Hawkers' Tracts, and Broad Sheets, sold to

Hawkers, at reduced Prices, and on Execution Papers 141 3 4

Money-Grants to Foreign Societies 320 7 4

Gratuitous Issues at Home and Abroad, to the Army and

Navy, to Prisons, Workhouses, and Hospitals, and for

other purposes ; Series of Tracts presented to Public

Institutions at Home, and in Foreign Countries, and to

Auxiliary Societies and Missionaries 1258 10 1

Purchase of the Lease and Fixtures of No. 57, Paternoster

Row, and repairing and fitting up the same 690 18 4

Fire-insurance, and Freight, Insurance and Shipping-Charges

on; Tracts and Paper exported to Foreign Parts- • • 186 18 2

Salaries of the Assistant Secretary and Superintendent, and the

Agent for Hawkers' Tracts 315

Collector's Poundage, and Delivering Quarterly Extracts • • 75 3

General Disbursements, including Rent and Taxes, Coals,

Gas, Wages of Warehouse Assistant and Porters, Tra-

velling Expenses in visiting Auxiliaries, Stamps,

Postage, Stationery, Carriage of Parcels, Cord, Twine,

and other Incidentals 917 13 7

Total =£11,170

The Society is under engagements for Money granted to aid the Printing

and Distributing Tracts in Foreign Parts, to the Amount of .£160; in

addition to a considerable sum for Paper, Printing, Sec.



*^* For Hints on the Constitution and Objects of

Auxiliary Tract Societies, see p. 104.

Note. The Committee solicit the attention of

Auxiliary Societies to the Xllth Article in the

Plan of the Parent Institution^ (prefixed to this

Jleport;) a departure from which fundamental

Jtule^ tends to prevent them availing themselves of

the advantages requisite to continue the Tracts at

their present low prices.

p. Wliite, Printer, SB, New Street, Bishopsgate Withuut.



Just Published,

WITH MANY CUTS,

SHORT STORIBS,
FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN YEARS OF AGE,

At 2s. per 100 to Subscribers, 2s. 8rf. to Non-Stibscribers,

Assorted, 3s. 4d. per 100.

i. Traveller's Wonders.
2. A Pretty Picture Book.
3i Dame Teachwell's Book.
4. The Rose.
5. A New Picture Book.
6. Country Scenes.
7. The Pleasing Instructor.

8. Tom Tell-Truth's Stories.

9. Sally Meanwell.
10. Fanny Thoughtless.
11. Dick Wildgoose.
12. Ann Goodchild.
13. Harry Heedless.
14. Short Anecdotes.
15. The Shepherd Boy.
16. A Father's Pictures.

17. A Parent's Stories.

18. The Four Seasons.

19. The Lily.

20. William Friendly.
21. Jenny Peace.
22. Tom Steady.
23. Peter Pliant.

24. Fifth of November.
25. Plays for Children.

26. Short Stories.

27. The Twelve Months.
28. Ann Lively.

29. Little Verses.

30. History of Sammy Sly.

31. New Testament Characters.

32. History of Beasts.

33. History of Birds.

34. Mrs. Lovechild's Pictures.

35. The Fourth Commandment.
36. George and the Apple-tree.

MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS.

On the First Day of every Month are Published,

Price Id. each, or Gs. per 100.

AND, THE

Child's Companion, or Sunday Scholar's Reward

;

The First Six Numbers of the Child's Companion may be had, neatly

bound in Ked, gilt and lettered, at 9d. to Subscribers,

1$. to Non-Subscribers.

In the Press,

children's books.

Tlic Hihtory of Josepli Green.
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NEW TRACTS,
Since the Publication of the last Report.

FIRST SERIES. ^"-S"^*- ^'""-^^^

«. a> s. I ',

196. The History of W.S-— Per 100 5 0....6 .

197. Consider yonr Ways 2 0....2 I

198. Loss of tlie Essex 3 0....4
199. The Lost Sheep 2 0....2 8
200. A Help to Prayer 5 0..,.6 8

201. The Fulness of Christ ••• 2 2 8

202. Extracts from the Writings of Foreign Divines ..•••• 4 0. . . .5 4
203. Hints to Sick Persons, particularly Patients in Hospitals 4 0....5 4
204. The Aged Christian in the Hospital 1 0'".1 4
205. The Trinity in Unity 3 0....4
206. The History of Mary Snoith, or the Christian's Hope in

Death 3 4

CHILDREN'S BOOKS,
2Saitti ntang Cuts.

Janeway's Token Per Dozen 4
Twenty-one Letters, by the Rev. J. Newton 2
Life of Africaner, by the Rev. J. Campbell 2
Scripture Alphabet, in Verse 1

Scripture History, in Prose and Verse 1

Life of our Blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, in

Prose and Verse 1

Bread the Staff of Life ,

The Young Fisherman's Narrative o
Little Susan and her Lamb
The Vine >

The Lord's Prayer i u

OCCASIONAL TRACTS.
On Love to Christ 1

An Account of the Loss a Fishing-Vessel, on the Coast
ofNorfolk 1

0..









P|(ii|||i|^|^^^


